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2. Trump says designating Antifa ‘a major terrorist
organisation’
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3. Ukraine hits Russian oil refinery deep behind front
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Kerala HC seeks Centre’s response to
plea for stay on Arundhati Roy’s book
]

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court has
sought the Centre’s res-
ponse to a plea that sought
a stay on the sale of Booker
prize winner Arundhati
Roy’s recently released
book Mother Mary Comes
To Me, whose cover photo
shows her smoking a bidi,

without any statutory
health-hazard ~ warning
label.

Referring to the cover
photo as an act of ‘intellec-
tual arrogance, the peti-
tioner, advocate Rajasim-
han, submitted that the
book violated Section 5 of
the Cigarettes and Other
Tobacco Products (Prohibi-
tion of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and

Arundhati Roy during the launch of her book Mother Mary Comes to

Me in Kochi. THULASI KAKKAT

Commerce, Production,
Supply and Distribution)
Act, 2013.

The Section 5 (1) of the
Act says that no person en-
gaged in, or purported to
be engaged in the produc-
tion, supply or distribution
of cigarettes or any other

tobacco products, shall ad-
vertise, and no person hav-
ing control over a medium
shall cause to be adver-
tised, cigarettes or any oth-
er tobacco products
through that medium. No
person shall take part in
any advertisement which

directly or indirectly sug-
gests or promotes the use
or consumption of ciga-
rettes or any other tobacco
product. The petitioner
said the photo was a form
of glorification of smoking
and sent a misleading mes-
sage to impressionable
youth, especially teenaged
girls and women.

A Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice Nitin
Jamdar and Justice Basant
Balaji asked whether the
petitioner had approached
the authority concerned,
as specified in the Act, to
ascertain whether this
amounted to an infringe-
ment of the legislation, and
to get instructions in this
regard. The matter has
been posted for hearing on
September 25.

Kerala HC seeks Centre’s response to plea for stay on
Arundhati Roy’s book
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The Kerala High Court has sought the Centre’s response to a plea that sought a stay
on the sale of Booker prize winner Arundhati Roy’s recently released book Mother
Mary Comes To Me, whose cover photo shows her smoking a bidi, without any
statutory health-hazard warning label.

T T AT A THA EPR e Irerfer I ¥ grer
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. Referring to the cover photo as an act of ‘intellectual
arrogance,’ the petitioner, advocate Rajasimhan, submitted
that the book violated Section 5 of the Cigarettes and
Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement
and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production,
Supply and Distribution) Act, 2013.

R I I ‘dieflrs FEHR’ HT Y T §T ATABIhAT
SifRraerar TR o e o 30 JEde of feRe 3k 3o
darg, 3cute (et @1 gfader sk s stk aforss,
Feures, 3l 3R Ravor #1 RAfews) sfafaws, 2013

&RT 5 T Soeigel [hal &

. The Section 5 (1) of the Act says that no person
engaged in, or purported to be engaged in the production,
supply or distribution of cigarettes or any other tobacco products, shall advertise, and
no person having control over a medium shall cause to be advertised, cigarettes or
any other tobacco products through that medium. No person shall take part in any
advertisement which directly or indirectly suggests or promotes the use or
consumption of cigarettes or any other tobacco product.

srfarferreT 1 4y 5 (1) Fedh & fF @1g o cafaa, S eRe ar 3 dare 3eumel &
3cuTeet, Tfct AT FAeRUT 7 HerdeT § AT HelesT glet o1 GaT T &, TE 3oThT (AT el
HM, IR 1S Y T, ST 9 fhdT ATegs &t fagaor g, 39 Aregdm & ke
f&eRe AT 317 a1 3cureT &1 faaTdet 181 | wrs off cafard 0o faedy famaer
AT e oaTT St TS AT qRYeT &9 @ [IRE IT 31 o1 ScdTat oh STATIT AT STHTT b

AT AT TR AT &

e The petitioner said the photo was a form of glorification of smoking and sent a
misleading message to impressionable youth, especially teenaged girls and
women.

ITTIehTerdT = gl o TE BICT YFHUTT F ATGHATHSH T Ueh T AT 3T SHA FaHTaRITe
gar3il, wrae fareiiat 3ix wfgemsit a6l ver s waer s

e A Division Bench comprising Chief Justice Nitin Jamdar and Justice Basant
Balaji asked whether the petitioner had approached the authority concerned, as
specified in the Act, to ascertain whether this amounted to an infringement of the
legislation, and to get instructions in this regard.
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e The matter has been posted for hearing on September 25.
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Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. This person was the first democratically elected
Prime Minister of Nepal. Ans: Bisweshwar Prasad
Koirala

2. Considered the key founder of the communist
movement in Nepal, this person played a major role in
the struggles against the autocratic Ranacracy in Nepal,
which ended in 1951. Ans: Pushpa Lal Shrestha

3. The younger brother of the person mentioned in
Question 1, this leader played a prominent role in the
1990 Jan Andolan. Ans: Girija Prasad Koirala

4. A prominent Communist leader, this person was also
actively involved in Jan-Andolan |. Ans: Madan
Bhandari

5. This former Prime Minister of Nepal is considered one
of the key architects of the process of electing a popular
Constituent Assembly to rewrite its Constitution and in
the transformation of Nepal from a constitutional
monarchy into a republic. What is his connection to

Jawaharlal Nehru University? Ans: Baburam Bhattarai.

He completed his PhD at JNU

QuiZ

Bishweshwar Prasad Koirala: Nepal’s
First Democratically Elected Prime
Minister

Basic Information

e Full Name: Bishweshwar Prasad Koirala
e Popularly Known As: B.P. Koirala

o Date of Birth: 8 September 1914

o Date of Death: 21 July 1982

« Place of Birth: Varanasi, India

« Political Affiliation: Nepali Congress
Party

e First Democratically Elected Prime
Minister: B.P. Koirala became Nepal’s

first democratically elected Prime Minister in 1959.
o Formation of Government: On 27 May 1959, he formed the first elected
government of Nepal after his party, the Nepali Congress, secured a majority in the

general elections.

e Duration in Office: He served as Prime Minister from 1959 to 1960.
e Overthrown: In December 1960, King Mahendra dismissed the elected government,
dissolved the parliament, and imposed the Panchayat system, leading to B.P.

Koirala's imprisonment.

Pushpa Lal Shrestha: Founder of the Communist Movement in Nepal

Basic Information

Full Name: Pushpa Lal Shrestha
Date of Birth: 12 June 1924

Date of Death: 22 July 1978
Place of Birth: Kathmandu, Nepal

Political Affiliation: Communist Party of Nepal
Profession: Politician, Revolutionary Leader
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¢ Founder of Communist Movement in Nepal: Pushpa Lal Shrestha is widely
recognized as the key founder of the communist movement in Nepal.

e Struggle Against Autocracy: He played a major role in the struggle against the
autocratic Rana regime, which ended in 1951, bringing a formal end to the
hereditary oligarchic rule in Nepal.

Girija Prasad Koirala: Leader of Nepal’s Democratic MovemenT

Basic Information

Full Name: Girija Prasad Koirala

Date of Birth: 4 July 1925

Date of Death: 20 March 2010

Place of Birth: Saharsa, Bihar (then part of India), family roots in Nepal

Political Affiliation: Nepali Congress Party

Relation: Younger brother of Bishweshwar Prasad Koirala (BP Koirala), the first
democratically elected Prime Minister of Nepal

o Key Figure in 1990 Jana Andolan: Played a prominent role in the 1990 People’s
Movement (Jana Andolan) that restored multiparty democracy in Nepal.

o Democratic Advocacy: Worked to end the absolute monarchy and establish
constitutional democracy.

¢ Prime Minister of Nepal: Served four terms as Prime Minister between 1991 and
2008.

Madan Bhandari: Communist Leader and Key Figure in Nepal’s Democratic Movement

Basic Information

Full Name: Madan Kumar Bhandari

Date of Birth: 27 June 1952

Date of Death: 17 May 1993

Place of Birth: Kathmandu, Nepal

Political Affiliation: Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) [CPN-UML]

o Key Figure in Jan-Andolan | (1990): Played an active role in the 1990 People’s
Movement, which ended absolute monarchy and restored multiparty democracy in
Nepal.

Baburam Bhattarai: Former Prime Minister of Nepal and Key Architect of Republican
Transition

Basic Information

Full Name: Baburam Bhattarai

Date of Birth: 18 June 1954

Place of Birth: Gorkha, Nepal

Political Affiliation: Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) [UCPN (M)]
Education: Completed PhD at Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), Delhi,
specializing in regional development and political economy.

e Prime Minister of Nepal: Served as Prime Minister from August 2011 to March
2013.
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o Key Architect of Constituent Assembly: Played a central role in drafting and
organizing the election of Nepal’s Constituent Assembly, which was responsible
for rewriting the Constitution.

Connection to Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)

e Academic Background: Completed PhD at JNU, Delhi, with research focused on
development planning and regional inequality.

e Influence of JNU Education: Exposure to leftist and socialist ideas at JNU
shaped his political ideology, which influenced Nepal’s communist movement and
democratic reforms.

¢ International Recognition: His JNU background made him well-versed in global
political theory, aiding in negotiation and diplomatic engagement during Nepal’s

transition.
Trump says designating
WASHINGTON Antifa ‘a major terrorist
Trump says designating Antifa organisation’
‘a major terrorist organisation’ ZFY of %@l T Antifa &I
:;[a)fgfﬂrﬁ»» & T H ARG T SITeen
: ‘:‘." - . '-. .Yr
uT i the  Sgw TiT L ,' = U.S. President Donald Trump said he
EI . j WHITE thi o would designate “Antifa” as “a major
-& e B 1--1s - terrorist organisation”, a move he
e ~ & threatened in his first term.
it ' AT & Tseafad Donald Trump & FgT
' £ % a% “Antifa” Y “UF THT AEHAET
P _ ST & T H AIfAT F40Y, Tg FeH

L " st e e e # ot e
U.S. President Donald Trump said he would designate “Antifa” as “a i 93 R &

major terrorist organisation,” a move he threatened in his first term.
The White House did not immediately offer details on how the label
could be applied. Critics of the Republican President warn such a
move could be used as a pretext to quash dissent. AFp

. The White House did not
immediately offer details on how the
label could be applied.

IS B13H o il Ig fdaror a7 fear fa
I AT H o] foham ST FhaT 2|

e Critics of the Republican President warn such a move could be used as a pretext to
quash dissent.

IORTSIATGT TSI o 3TTeildeh UcdIdeil ol & 1oh S8 e I STAHAT JTEHTCT i
T & 98T & & H T ST GohdT
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Ukraine hits Russian oil refinery deep behind front

bl o AN F IS T der Rprgerdl ¥ gae fomam

Ukrainian drones on Thursday hit a major Russian oil refinery some 1,400 km from
the front line, triggering a fire, officials from both countries said.

AR Y Pehel! 31T oF AW AT 1,400 oAt g v 73 T} Ao Rpmgardt ox g v, o
3mer wrefY, At et & rfrawIRaAY F e

o The strike is the latest in a wave of drone attacks on Russia’s energy infrastructure
as Kyiv seeks to knock out Russia’s vital energy revenues that fund its army.

TG GHOT T & Foll AT & W ZIeT §Holl T oI A AdIelcTH &, Fifeh I &
HEAYOT ST 3T 1 TS et T JATH & T@T ¢ it 3 Aell 1 [ e e 8

A source in Ukraine’s SBU security agency said its drones had hit “the heart” of a
refinery in the central Bashkortostan region run by state-controlled energy giant
Gazprom.

el T SBU H&TT TAHT o Teh HId o gl foh 3Heh 31T of Sha 1T Bashkortostan &7 7
T RSl & “gga” &t fener s, fof Tsg-faafd ST f&sersr Gazprom gart
T ST & |

e Unverified images on Russian social media showed a fire at the facility and a plume
of dark smoke rising above it.

FHY Arerer FFSIT IR AT ST o FAeT & 31 AR 37 I 38 §U TR YU
T TN fe@mm|

e Russia typically does not confirm Ukrainian strikes, but Radiy Khabirov, the
Russian head of the region, said on Thursday the refinery had been hit.

T HTHAR T Gehll GHEA el YTSC FET X, SAfehet &7 o TET 7@ Radiy Khabirov
o BT T HgT o RBIGeRT IR G 31T 7|

o Strikes over the summer months have knocked out a notable portion of Russia’s
refining capacity.

ALY & FHENA H G gl o T H RBBAIT 77T 7 Teh Fgeaqut fReaT a7se
fear g

Page7

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED

19 September 2025

1. Congress files complaint on ‘communal’ BJP video;
says bid to breach peace, BTC poll code violation

FEF F ‘FUSas Sd) iz o fRrad gor #1; Far
Qifer 3191 ¥t 3R A IR wfgar Sedud 1 9I™
2. Anglo-Teck merger may unlock Chile mine synergy

TTdl-g&F [T F el @ A GgFR) a1 §9

Congress files complaint on ‘communal’ BJP video;
says bid to breach peace, BTC poll code violation

.

GUWAHATI

The Assam unit of the
Congress on Thursday
filed a first information re-
port (FIR) with the Dispur
police station in Guwahati
against the State Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) IT Cell
for “criminal conspiracy,
abetment, promoting en-
mity between religious
groups, and violation of
model code of conduct for
the Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC) election”.
The complaint, signed
by Congress spokesperson
Bedabrata Bora, said the
State BJP had posted the
communally sensitive vi-
deo on its handle on social
media platform X on Sep-
tember 15 to depict a hy-
pothetical scenario of As-
sam under non-BJP rule.
“The video titled ‘As-
sam without BJP’ portrays
an overwhelmingly Mus-
lim-dominated  Assam,
with visuals of legalised
beef sales in public spaces,

i Wl g
People with links to smuggling of cattle, coal, drugs will not dictate
to the Assamese mind: State Cong. chief Gaurav Gogoi. FILE PHOTO

renamed landmarks
adorned with Islamic mo-
tifs, exaggerated statistics
claiming a 90% Muslim
population, and Muslim
common intention to po-
larise communities for
electoral advantage,” the
FIR read.

‘Book State BJP chief”

Pointing out that the video
violated six sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
the Congress party under-
lined the “urgent need” to

QL N

|

register an FIR against BJP
State president Dilip Saikia
and others.

“This is not an isolated
incident but follows a simi-
lar video posted by the
same social media handle
on September 12.... and
the dissemination of such
content is particularly
dangerous in the current
context of Assam’s fragile
communal fabric”, the
complainant alleged.

The party sought ur-
gent measures to prevent

communal violence in the
Bodoland Territorial Re-
gion, where elections to
the BTC will be held on
September 22.

Earlier, State Congress
president Gaurav Gogoi
said the words, actions,
and images produced by
the BJP’s IT Cell through a
malicious video did not
have the strength to
scratch the surface of As-
samese society.

“Assam has been nur-
tured by Mahapurush Sri-
manta Sankaradeva, Azan
Pir, Swargadeo Siukapha,
Lachit Borphukan, and
Bhupen Hazarika. People
with links to smuggling of
cattle, coal, betel leaves,
drugs will not dictate to
the Assamese mind,” Mr.
Gogoi posted on X.

“The proud and great
State of Assam deserves
politicians who help the
people of Assam reach
new heights. We want to
build a society of pilots,
engineers, doctors, entre-
preneurs, bankers, and

business owners,” he said.

“We want to see a bor
(greater) Assam, where
hard work trumps hate,
decency matters over hu-
bris, democracy crushes
autocracy, and everyone is
treated with respect,” Mr.
Gogoi wrote.

BJP defends video

State Information Minister
Pijush Hazarika said the vi-
deo clearly spoke about
the threat of illegal immi-
grants who were changing
Assam’s demography,
“but instantly these
‘champions of secularism’
screamed Islamophobia”,
Mr. Hazarika said.

“Now tell me — why the
mirchi if the issue is about
illegals? And here’s the
real kicker — if, in their log-
ic, talking about illegal im-
migrants = Islamophobia,
then aren’t they them-
selves suggesting that all
Muslims are illegal immi-
grants? Who's the real Isla-
mophobe here? Them or
us?” he added.

Congress files complaint on ‘communal’ BJP video; says
bid to breach peace, BTC poll code violation

FEAF 7 ‘FUSIAFH ) A I ST S 1 Fgr afa
79T Tt IR NEHY IR GfedT Soaad &1 =
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The Assam unit of the Congress on Thursday [ led a [rst information report (FIR)
with the Dispur police station in Guwahati against the State Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) IT Cell for “criminal conspiracy, abetment, promoting enmity between religious
groups, and violation of model code of conduct for the Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC) election”.

A FTIW $HTS A AR $Y TATETET & RAQ AT & TsT HRAT STetar aret (i)
HTED A & TR “HTRITAT T, 3FE, i wegt & i dnere aow 3k AR
R Fr3fer () goma A et AR Wi & Sedae” F1 IR TN §T Tl
I RO (THIMEHR) gof FS|

e The complaint, signed by Congress spokesperson Bedabrata Bora, said the State
BJP had posted the communally sensitive video on its handle on social media
platform X on September 15 to depict a hypothetical scenario of Assam under non-
BJP rule.

I JaadT dggd SRT SIRT EEATATR RIS H gl 137 o T dordT o 15 RAdaR
T GRIeT FSAT TATHiF X T 3191 85 W AVEIRAF T F Hagaaziar Aifsat adee
Tera AT AT 318 ! AT ATHT & T8 Teh o isleh URGRT & &9 H fe@ran
|

e “The video titled ‘Assam without BJP’ portrays an overwhelmingly Muslim-
dominated Assam, with visuals of legalised beef sales in public spaces, renamed
landmarks adorned with Islamic motifs, exaggerated statistics claiming a 90%
Muslim population, and Muslim common intention to polarise communities for
electoral advantage,” the FIR read.

TSR H gl 737, “dody I 3w %mwaﬁ%ﬁwmﬂm@gﬁ
3H & 2T &, T Ardeifeieh T IR I ATH () Hr Toshr, STATHT Teitepr &
HSITT ITT Serel §U e, 90% HFEETH SIAWEAT T &ral el dTel Sel-Tel 3iehs, IR
AT AT o fIT FHETIT T Yiepcd HA 1 HIToTH FIHATY ey fewrr T gl

‘Book State BJP chief
U A 9@ T ATHAT & R

« Pointing out that the video violated six sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
the Congress party underlined the “urgent need” to register an FIR against BJP State
president Dilip Saikia and others.

I IEf F Tg ST I gV o NS o sl = Wit Y o yRwei &1
Soorde fhaT §, ST Ty 3regeT R A 3R 377 & W doshrel TH3MS3R
gl YT T ‘TR UX ST feam|

e “This is not an isolated incident but follows a similar video posted by the same social
media handle on September 12.... and the dissemination of such content is
particularly dangerous in the current context of Assam’s fragile communal fabric”, the
complainant alleged.

RIS TaaerdT & 3R ST, “Tg IS TcT9T-UeldT TeaT sTa] & diodh 39T JreT Afar
5ol GaRT 12 fAdeR ! UIee U 37T Ueh FATET SN T IETEOT AL &..... R O
HIHIAY T THR HEH I HTo]eh HTGTAeh AT hl TctAT A 7 oy s a
GRATR g1

Page9

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The party sought urgent measures to prevent communal violence in the Bodoland
Territorial Region, where elections to the BTC will be held on September 22.

q1et of Ssteis cReIRTe Toter 7 Fver&e fgar & Ut & forw deprer 39 r #9T
&, SgT 22 et A N & Faara giav|
Earlier, State Congress president Gaurav Gogoi said the words, actions, and

images produced by the BJP’s IT Cell through a malicious video did not have the
strength to scratch the surface of Assamese society.

ST UG, T FHId 7ETeT ARG Mg o7 gl foh FIordT T 3TSEr Vel GaRT Toh
gHTaATqUT ST & ATETA § AR 0 10 2reg, i 3N o rafaar qATs 1 d@dg
T HT TR Fr dTehd 6l IQd |

“‘Assam has been nurtured by Mahapurush Srimanta Sankaradeva, Azan Pir,
Swargadeo Siukapha, Lachit Borphukan, and Bhupen Hazarika. People with

links to smuggling of cattle, coal, betel leaves, drugs will not dictate to the Assamese
mind,” Mr. Gogoi posted on X.

TMMS ¥ X TX AT 3R, “31e T AIVOT ARTeY AaAd Aaed, 3mere 4R, Feida
R, T avrer 31 aqdeT ganRaT o e &1 HARI, Frrl, oTer & e, Rl
et S TR A 3 HT IATHAT Hef TR GRHAT G 1|

“The proud and great State of Assam deserves politicians who help the people of

Assam reach new heights. We want to build a society of pilots, engineers, doctors,
entrepreneurs, bankers, and business owners,” he said.

3oglel hgl, “3TTH T INRARATAT IR AT TT VH USTIdI3iT T §hER & il 3TTH o
3 cITATT ATfIRT T GATST o111 TTed & 17

“We want to see a bor (greater) Assam, where hard work trumps hate, decency
matters over hubris, democracy crushes autocracy, and everyone is treated with
respect,” Mr. Gogoi wrote.

MNE o forET, ‘g7 U ‘@R (HETT) IWH’ ST A6 &, T8l Hgeld Thd ol AT <,
TRISCRIN 31ghR & SR &Y, eliehcld AT hdTE Sl Ferel S, 3R & Tl o A1 FFATeT
Q gaER gll”

BJP defends video
oY o fifsa) &1 a=mE fFar

State Information Minister Pijush Hazarika said the video clearly spoke about the
threat of illegal immigrants who were changing Assam’s demography, “but instantly
these ‘champions of secularism’ screamed Islamophobia”, Mr. Hazarika said.

o G FAT Ry gomiant o gt foh difSal & Tuse &7 @ e yarf@al & @k &
SR & ST T AT ST 3 T STAAITET deet T8 F, “dHfehet i €1 51 ‘el foidarar &
AT o TS e

“Now tell me — why the mirchi if the issue is about illegals? And here’s the real
kicker — if, in their logic, talking about illegal immigrants = Islamophobia, then aren’t
they themselves suggesting that all Muslims are illegal immigrants? Who's the real
Islamophobe here? Them or us?” he added.

3egleT 3TT3T T, “H AT — 3R FAGET A YaTfar &7 § af AT a/ar? 3K agr
3Tl STcT TG & — 3TN Sofehl Ao & ITHR 3T FTTerdt & I # FTel hlell =
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Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC)

Chirang Udalguri

Kokrajhar Baksa *
ver
I_‘ ” ‘ghmapu!““"'o
Br

ASSAM
Bangladesh B Bodoland Territorial
Autonomous Districts

Map not to scale

e The Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) is the autonomous governing body of the
Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) in Assam, established under the Sixth Schedule
of the Indian Constitution.

e |t emerged through a peace process aimed at addressing Bodo aspirations for greater
autonomy.

e The region spans approximately 8,970 km?, encompassing four districts.

o Official languages include Bodo, Assamese, and English.

Historical Background

e The roots of autonomy trace back to 1993, when the first Bodo Accord resulted in the
formation of the Bodoland Autonomous Council.

e The 2003 Peace Accord upgraded this to the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), granting
enhanced powers.

e The 2020 Bodo Peace Accord further transformed the area into the Bodoland Territorial
Region (BTR), increasing BTC'’s legislative, executive, and administrative powers and setting
the stage for territorial realignment to consolidate Bodo-majority areas.

Geography & Demographics

Region Profile
e BTRlies in northwest Assam. Its administrative headquarters is Kokrajhar.
e The BTC covers about 11% of Assam’s land area and houses nearly 10% of its population.
e Based on 2025 data, the region has around 31.55 lakh residents, with a literacy rate of
71.62%.
e Total villages are approximately 3,079, including 2,890 revenue villages, 2,272 tribal belt &
block villages, 618 outside tribal blocks, and 189 forest villages.

BTC Structure & Governance

Composition
e The legislative body comprises 40 elected members and 6 nominated members appointed
by the Assam Governor from unrepresented communities, totaling 46 seats.
e Leadership includes:
o Chief Executive Member (CEM) — currently Pramod Boro, heading the executive
council.
o Speaker — presides over legislative sessions.
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e Terms last five years, with the next election expected in 2025.

. From 2005 to 2020, Hagrama Mohilary, former leader of the Bodo
Liberation Tigers Force, served as the CEM, guiding the region
through a significant phase of stability and development.

Powers & Competencies

Authority Powers
e Under the Sixth Schedule and the 2003 and 2020 accords, the BTC has comprehensive
legislative and executive powers over a wide array of subjects such as:
o Forestry, agriculture, education, health, land revenue, public works, tourism,
tribal welfare, urban planning, and more.

Financial Control
e The council can levy taxes, fees, and tolls on land, buildings, vehicles, goods transit,
employment, sanitation, and more funding its infrastructure and developmental
activities.

Example of Influence

e The BTC administers local markets, handlooms, fisheries, renewable energy programs,
AYUSH health services, cultural affairs, and disaster management—underscoring its broad
autonomy.

Recent Political & Administrative Developments

Elections & Population
¢ Draft electoral rolls for the upcoming 2025 council elections were released in July 2025,
showing 26.69 lakh voters, up by 3 lakh due to natural growth and inclusion of 81 new
villages.
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Anglo-Teck merger may unlock Chile mine synergy

NEWS ANALYSIS

euters
SANTIAGO

The proposed Anglo Amer-
ican-Teck merger has re-
vived long-standing ambi-
tions to share
infrastructure at two major
mines in northern Chile,
but analysts say the plan
could face hurdles to gain
buy-in from Swiss miner
and trader Glencore.
Glencore is an equal
partner with London-listed
Anglo at Collahuasi, one of
the world’s largest copper
deposits that sits about 10
kilometre from Canadian
miner Teck’s flagship Que-
brada Blanca mine.
Investors see combining
operations at the two sites
as a lynchpin to the Anglo-
Teck merger, one of the
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AngloAmerican

Huge savings: Anglo and Teck said “synergies” from Quebrada
Blanca and Collahuasi would save $800 million a year. REUTERS

biggest deals in mining his-
tory that would catapult
two medium-sized mining
firms into the top tier of
global copper producers
just ahead of an expected
boom in demand.

Yet the companies will
face questions about how
such a fusion would work
in practice, because of is-

sues critical to Glencore
such as valuation, supply
agreements, profit sharing
and governance structure,
as well as how to manage
mining waste problems at
Quebrada Blanca and find
cost savings from two sepa-
rate sets of infrastructure.
“The potential for syn-
ergies is tremendous, but

they're not easy at all.
They’re different operating
styles, different manage-
ment approaches — they’re
different beasts,” said Jorge
Cantallopts, head of Chile’s
Center for Copper and
Mining Studies (CESCO).

Hinges on valuations
Glencore’s support for a
tie-up between the two
Chilean mines hinges on
the valuation of Quebrada
Blanca, a source familiar
with the matter said. The
Keevil family, which con-
trols Teck’s class A shares,
backed the merger, believ-
ing Teck lacked the re-
sources to invest further in
the costlier-than-expected
project, the source added.
The Keevil family did
not immediately respond
to a request for comment.
Teck, when consulted by
Reuters, said it is working

on operational issues at
Quebrada Blanca.
Quebrada Blanca has
had cost overruns and se-
rious problems with min-
ing waste at its expansion
project launched in 2023
known as QB2, forcing it to
lower production guidance
and defer decisions on
growth plans. Some ana-
lysts cautioned output
could suffer into 2026.
Glencore declined to
comment. Collahuasi,
which operates as an inde-
pendent unit, said it would
not comment because the
merger  announcement
came from one of its share-
holders. Anglo and Teck
plan to construct a con-
veyor belt between the two
mines to feed Collahuasi’s
high-quality ore for pro-
cessing at Quebrada Blan-
ca, but have not detailed if
they would merge the

mines into an independent
business unit. Anglo CEO
Duncan Wanblad pointed
out Glencore has previous-
ly called for sharing opera-
tions between Quebrada
Blanca and Collahuasi.

“Glencore has been for a
long time very interested
in getting the adjacency be-
nefits out of Quebrada
Blanca,” he told journalists
last week, adding that the
company had not yet dis-
cussed the merger with
Glencore but he expected
the plan would appeal to
all shareholders.

Anglo and Teck said
“synergies” from Quebra-
da Blanca and Collahuasi
would save $800 million a
year and boost annual out-
put by 1,75,000 metric
tonne. Glencore and Anglo
each own 44% of Collahua-
si, alongside a consortium
led by Japan’s Mitsui.

Anglo-Teck merger may unlock Chile mine synergy

TTdl-2h faoT @ el @ & g ey g9

The proposed Anglo American-Teck merger has revived long-standing ambitions to
share infrastructure at two major mines in northern Chile, but analysts say the plan
could face hurdles to gain buy-in from Swiss miner and trader Glencore.

yEaifad WAt 3ARF-2F e @ 3ol forel & o wogw @ral & srqacaar Qe F e FY et

Agcarmia3it F1 R @ Shifaa fFar &, AfreT eyt w1 Fga1 § F 50 Ao # Raw @fas

3R =Y Glencore @ TEATA YTod FTa 3 IT4TT 3T hdT B 1

e Glencore is an equal partner with London-listed Anglo at Collahuasi, one of the
world’s largest copper deposits that sits about 10 kilometre from Canadian miner
Teck’s flagship Quebrada Blanca mine.

Glencore diga-gleetl Anglo & HTY Collahuasi # HAT HISIER &, S gfaar &
T 93 T & $SRT H § Teh ¢ 3R FeA1S1S Wileh Teck ¥ W& Quebrada Blanca
mine I FETHRT 10 freNHIeX o REurd &

e Investors see combining operations at the two sites as a lynchpin to the Anglo-Teck
merger, one of the biggest deals in mining history that would catapult two medium-
sized mining firms into the top tier of global copper producers just ahead of an
expected boom in demand.

federe 3o QleAt ASeT W HaTeleT I fRTAT Toea-2a faer 1 7Ed 3MUR AR 8, S

T 3T & Gad a8 dlel & A v § 317 &Y 7eud 3R i @oet Fafarat s @ &

HATAT 3STel | Tgot dRaeh a1 & Sedreepl » MY TR & g
e Yet the companies will face questions about how such a fusion would work in
practice, because of issues critical to Glencore such as valuation, supply
agreements, profit sharing and governance structure, as well as how to manage
mining waste problems at Quebrada Blanca and find cost savings from two
separate sets of infrastructure.

Y 8ft FUfAAT ST TE T FTHAT LT 8191 T VAT Aol STAER H hd e T,
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FZifeh Glencore & foT Hgcaqul Heg S e, IMqfet FAsAl, aTeT WgTaRor 3R
T WIS, 31T Quebrada Blanca # @eleT 39RISEC AT T Ya9T 3T aF 3719T-

37197 TSI & 9T 9 hd T ST

“The potential for synergies is tremendous, but they’re not easy at all. They’re
different operating styles, different management approaches — they’re different
beasts,” said Jorge Cantallopts, head of Chile’s Center for Copper and Mining
Studies (CESCO).

“aﬁmmﬁm@ﬁ%,aﬁmwwmaﬁélmmﬁ,
SEIeT GISCehIUT 3eldl § — I 3oTaT-3700T YA laqoT 8,” Ferell & TTem 3R Tetel 31eageT
g (CESCO) & 98d Jorge Cantallopts & gT|

Hinges on valuations
Hedishet W fAsi

Glencore’s support for a tie-up between the two Chilean mines hinges on the
valuation of Quebrada Blanca, a source familiar with the matter said.

a1 Frel @it & o §8d19T & AT Glencore & H#HYST Quebrada Blanca & HedTee

W IR T, T TR AT oF FgTl

The Keevil family, which controls Teck’s class A shares, backed the merger,
believing Teck lacked the resources to invest further in the costlier-than-expected
project, the source added.

Keevil TRAR, St Teck & T A ARRT &I AT T T €, o [aer a1 q@efeT foma,
T HToTct §U foh Teck o IR 39&T @ 31f8reh A Asiere #H 33T f3der 31 & faw
T 81 8, Fel o SIS

The Keevil family did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Keevil TRER o feoquft & 37R1er & i STaTe o181 e

Teck, when consulted by Reuters, said it is working on operational issues at
Quebrada Blanca.

Teck @ Reuters @ Y& il ®X &gl T a8 Quebrada Blanca # qRemere Fgal T 1A
TG el
Quebrada Blanca has had cost overruns and serious problems with mining waste

at its expansion project launched in 2023 known as QB2, forcing it to lower
production guidance and defer decisions on growth plans.

Quebrada Blanca # @merd 3R 31X @eret 3raflrse # 313 gHead @ 8, 39
faeaRr dieiee 2023 # di=g fT 7T QB2 F ded, fSa 3curee AFTGY HF T 3R
faerra AreTa3it X ferot Tt e gsT|

Some analysts cautioned output could suffer into 2026.

T TATIYeR! o At &1 Foh 3cTGeT 2026 ok FHTRA BT Hehell &

Glencore declined to comment. Collahuasi, which operates as an independent unit,
said it would not comment because the merger announcement came from one of its
shareholders.

Glencore = fEoquft aat & $7oR fhaT| Collahuasi, ST T SHIS & T H FdTTold
BT 8, =1 gl foh ag feoaoht 78T ke sifer e atyom s fordT SRR & 38
o7
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Anglo and Teck plan to construct a conveyor belt between the two mines to feed
Collahuasi's high-quality ore for processing at Quebrada Blanca, but have not
detailed if they would merge the mines into an independent business unit.

Anglo 3iX Teck &I @TAT & ST Fed A o€ Folled ST TToTolT ST 3¢ & dTieh Collahuasi
ol 3T J[OTadT aTelT HAEF Quebrada Blanca # THERIUT & foIT SIS ST Heb, olfehet
3ogiel Ig TASE o151 [ohaT foh FIT I WAT &l Teh FTAAT SATIR ST H [AoTT hial|

Anglo CEO Duncan Wanblad pointed out Glencore has previously called for sharing
operations between Quebrada Blanca and Collahuasi.

Anglo & CEO Duncan Wanblad = &gT f& Glencore & 9ge Quebrada Blanca 3iX

Collahuasi & sT< HTelel TS el ol XN feohar AT |

“Glencore has been for a long time very interested in getting the adjacency benefits
out of Quebrada Blanca,” he told journalists last week, adding that the company had
not yet discussed the merger with Glencore but he expected the plan would appeal to
all shareholders.

“Glencore o/ THT ¥ Quebrada Blanca @ faeredT oITdT 9red &l A g SR T@dn
%‘,”WWW@W@T@W,ugsﬂsﬁgﬁﬁ?wfrﬁﬁﬂaﬂﬁgencore & g1y
oI X T 8T Y &, Afehet 3o 31 & o AateTr Toft RIRERehT &l 31T et

Anglo and Teck said “synergies” from Quebrada Blanca and Collahuasi would
save $800 million a year and boost annual output by 1,75,000 metric tonne.

Anglo 3iX Teck =1 #gT f& Quebrada Blanca 31 Collahuasi & “HWg®RY a8 &3 a1l
$800 AT Fir aa 3R 1,75,000 FHfewh e TS 3G qETUI|

Glencore and Anglo each own 44% of Collahuasi, alongside a consortium led by
Japan’s Mitsui.
Glencore 3R Anglo 9cdis & 91 Collahuasi 3T 44% AT &, AU & SAT9TeT T Mitsui

& aicjcd dTel Teh ShATeTH & A |

Copper — Top 5 Producing Countries (2024)

Rank

Output (=
Country million Notes
tonnes)
Chile ~ 5.3 million Remains the world’s largest copper
tonnes producer (~23% of global production).
Democratic Republic of ~ 3.3 million Rapid increase
the Congo (DRC) tonnes P :
P ~ 2.6 million Production has fluctuated but remains
eru .
tonnes third.

. ~ 1.8 million : : .
China tonnes Also top in refined copper production.
United States ~ 1.1 million Closely trailed by Indonesia for some

tonnes ranks.
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Cobalt — Top Producers (2023-2024)

Rank Country Output / Share Notes

Dominant supplier; cobalt often
produced as byproduct of
copper/nickel mining.

Democratic Republic Over 70% of global

1 of the Congo (DRC) cobalt production

Significant second

2 Australia place output Strong cobalt mining projects.

3 Indonesia Third largest Rapid growth in recent years.
producer

4 Philippines gmsllfr’ variable Not always consistent in rank.

Among the next Output varies yearly with investment

5 Cuba or Russia largest producers and geopolitical constraints.

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 19 September 2025

1. CEC shielding democracy wreckers: Rahul
CEC Weheid I Jaig e aTell I a1 I8 §: gl
2. Saudi-Pak Defence Pact
AFa1-qTeh I8TT FHSAIAT

3. India studying defence pact between Saudi, Pak.;
vows to guard its interests

R TFa) 3R TfFEar & T 18m gasia &1 sreaas a1
TBT &; 379 Tl &Y 18T Htar Y ufaar

4. Modi-Xi meet repaired India-China relations, but its
importance should not be overstated: experts

AYEY-2fY FehTe A STRA-eNeT FaT FHT FUrT, AfFT s9F
Agca &Y HTAF TET a1 AIRT: AATH

5. NCST forms panel to look into duties given in 2005
TANTHE A 2005 A & 1€ FFFACIRAY A 5 & v Y9

Coigl
6. U.S. to revoke waiver on Chabahar port sanctions

AN TEER dE9ME W Yfaaer i < amad ol
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7. Equalising primary food consumption in India
HRA H IrITAF G ITHT 1 FATT HIAT

8. Should India overlook boundary issues while
normalising ties with China?

FIT HRA & DT & T TG AT FId GAT HAT e}
Heal (boundary issues) & TSRIAGTST FI&AT AIfET?
9. Why did India condemn Doha strike?

TR o G181 A (Doha strike) F Aer Fat 2

10. Qatar meets ICC head as it mulls action against Israel

Fe o ICC YHE @ HATHIA T FI{F 9§ FoRIse & [W@eTd
FNaE W AR FETE
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CEC shielding democracy wreckers: Rahul

Congress leader cites bid to delete voters in
Karnataka; seeks IPs of online applications

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

ounting a scath-
M ing attack on
Chief  Election

Commissioner (CEC) Gya-
nesh Kumar, the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on
Thursday accused him of
“protecting” those “des-
troying” Indian democracy
by refusing to share techni-
cal details of persons be-
hind an attempt to delete
names of voters from the
electoral rolls of an As-
sembly seat in Karnataka.

The Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) rejected
his allegations as “incor-
rect and baseless”.

Mr. Gandhi said that
6,018 names were sought
to be deleted in the Aland
constituency using central-
ised software and mobile
phones registered outside
Karnataka. In the past 18
months, the State’s Crimi-
nal Investigation Depart-
ment has written 18 letters

He says that had the alleged ‘vote theft’ not been
detected, the Congress would have lost the seat

Serious charges: Rahul Gandhi addressing the media at indira
Bhavan in New Delhi on Thursday. RV. MOORTHY

to the EC for details of the
IP addresses used to fill on-
line applications for the de-
letions, but the EC has not
responded, he said.

The EC must stop pro-
tecting “vote  chors
(thieves)” and provide in-
formation sought by the
Karnataka CID within a
week, he said, adding that
if the EC does not oblige, it
will be known for being
“complicit in the murder of
the Constitution”.

“I am going to make a
serious claim about Gya-
nesh Kumar. I am not say-
ing this lightly, I am the
Leader of Opposition. The
CEC is protecting vote
chors and the people who
have destroyed Indian de-
mocracy,” Mr. Gandhi said.

“Our demand is, Gya-
nesh Kumar, do your job,
you have taken an oath,
you are India’s Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner, you
must give evidence to the

All data handed
over to police:
Karnataka CEQ

NEW DELHI

Responding to Rahul Gandhi’s
allegation that the EC was not
sharing key data for probe into
the alleged vote fraud in Aland
constituency, Karnataka Chief
Electoral Officer has claimed
that his office handed over all
available data to the police on
September 6, 2023. » PAGE 5

Cong. leader lacks
faith in Indian
democracy: BJP

NEW DELHI

The BJP too has termed Rahul
Gandhi's charges as baseless.
BJP leader Anurag Thakur on
Thursday said the repeated
accusations of the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha against the EC showed
his lack of faith in Indian
democracy. » PAGE 5

Karnataka CID.”

In a subsequent post on
X, he said the CEC should
stop giving “excuses” and
added had the alleged
“vote theft” not been
caught, the Congress can-
didate would have lost the
Assembly seat.

Recently, The Hindu had
reported on the Karnataka
CID’s probe into a syste-
matic attempt to remove
names of 5,994 voters from
electoral rolls by forging

Form 7 in the Aland consti-
tuency of Kalaburagi dis-
trict ahead of the 2023 As-
sembly election.

Before making a de-
tailed presentation on the
Aland seat, Mr. Gandhi
clarified that that these re-
velations were not the “hy-
drogen bomb” that he had
talked about earlier and
promised that too will
come soon. “I am just
creating the foundation.
This is going on for 10-15

CEC shielding democracy wreckers: Rahul

CEcmaﬁmmmﬁaﬁmwg:r@r

Congress leader cites bid to delete voters in Karnataka; seeks IPs of online
applications

HTAF AdT o Felleh A ATSIATIT P §eTat Y HIRIL FT g4 AT; TS el & IP ALY

have lost the seat

3og1l gl b 3R AT Qe TRY I&aT gl ST, dl FIF ag Jie gR AT

release it soon

Il TS FohdT o I 9 ‘BT8ISI a8 81 & oI TenT 3egiey Totsh fohar T, 3R 58

SToc STRY et ahT gTeT T

years. India’s democracy
has been hijacked. Democ-
racy can only be saved by
the people of India. Rahul
Gandhi can show the truth.
The day the people realise
that their democracy and
Constitution have been sto-
len, the job will be done,”
he said.

Elaborating on the at-
tempted voter deletions in
Aland, the Congress leader
alleged that the top 10
booths with maximum de-
letion applications were
Congress strongholds.

Citing examples, he
said, in one case, someone
had used the name of a 63-
year-old woman Godabai
to apply for 12 deletions
and then played out a vi-
deo in which she denied
having anything to do with
such an application.

Mr. Gandhi called on
stage a voter, Suryakant,
whose identity was used to
apply for 12 deletions in 14
‘minutes, but the Karnataka
resident said he had no
knowledge of it.

He says that had the alleged ‘vote theft’ not been detected, the Congress would

He clarifies that this was not the ‘hydrogen bomb’
he had spoken of, promises to release it soon

The Congress leader
gave the example of Maha-
rashtra’s Rajura consti-
tuency where he claimed
6,850 voters were added in
a fraudulent manner using
automated software.

“We are pretty sure that
this is being done using a
software at a call centre,”
he said, adding, “Same sys-
tem is doing this. It is doing
it in Karnataka, Maharash-
tra, it has done it Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, and we
have proof of it”.

The poll panel is not giv-
ing the details because it
will lead to where this op-
eration is being conducted,
Mr. Gandhi said. “EC
knows who is doing this. I
want every youngster in In-
dia to know this. They are
doing this to your future.
When they are not giving
this information, they are
defending the murderers
of democracy,” he said.

He said it will take two-
three months for the re-
search and presentations
on alleged “vote chori”.

He clarifies that this was not the ‘hydrogen bomb’ he had spoken of, promises to

Mounting a scathing attack on CEC Gyanesh Kumar, Leader of Opposition Rahul

Gandhi accused him of “protecting” those “destroying” Indian democracy by refusing

to share technical details of persons behind an attempt to delete names of voters

from the electoral rolls of an Assembly seat in Karnataka

%qﬁ%ﬁmugarmﬁﬁcmaﬁwwweh@maﬂﬁgumm%a
Feiicen T TAUTAHHAT HIT T AT FT W ATH GeTat &l HITAM & e Al & Tehotieh!
Yo7 AT & I HRAT Aiehd s Y “Faie” ¥t aTell & ‘ST | &

software and mobile phones registered outside Karnataka
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Election Commission (EC) rejected his allegations as “incorrect and baseless”
fAaTe 3T (EC) o7 3o70h 3TRIGT &l “ITeld 3R MR Sdrar

6,018 names were sought to be deleted in Aland constituency using centralised
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3rele; fataet 817 7 6,018 AR gaTa) Y IfRNer 1 1S, orwat FEraha Wivedw 3R

Sheleh W STER Toilpcl FHISTSe BleT T ST T
In the past 18 months, CID has written 18 letters to the EC for details of the IP
addresses, but the EC has not responded

Toer 18 #IAT & CID & IP qall &I SITeTehrY & EC I 18 U ford, Afehet EC o Sate
oTel fear
EC must stop protecting “vote chors (thieves)” and provide info to Karnataka CID

within a week, else it will be known for being “complicit in the murder of the
Constitution”

EC &l “a@lec aRY” & T&TT ¢ et A1 31X T gFd & dhailce CID Pl SAThRT Sall
IRy, 3T Ig “TiaETeT F gcar & TgHrel” Shgarea
Rahul Gandhi: “I am going to make a serious claim about Gyanesh Kumar. | am not

saying this lightly, | am the Leader of Opposition. The CEC is protecting vote chors
and those who have destroyed Indian democracy.”

et Y. “H SN FAR & TR H Th IR G197 A ST IgT €| H T§ §oeh A oTgT g
YT §, A fquat T AdT €| CEC ae IRT iR SR llehc™ ol w1SC il dTell T T&T Y
I%-%I”

“Our demand is, Gyanesh Kumar, do your job, you have taken an oath, you are
India’s Chief Election Commissioner, you must give evidence to the Karnataka CID.”

“GHART HIIT ¢ Toh STIT FAR, 31T HIH HITAT, AT ATY ol §, 37T HRA & 7
AT HIGFA &, 3T haflcen CID T Hefel &al =gV |”

Vote Theft Allegations
a9 F IRT

In a subsequent post on X, he said the CEC should stop giving “excuses” and added
had the alleged “vote theft” not been caught, the Congress candidate would have
lost the Assembly seat.

3oglel X W Teh 3T UIEC H &gl foh CEC &l “SgTa)” T S, shialT IIeT 3R Jer
3R HfAT “are IR’ gepal AgT SAdT, dr S 3FHeaR [FU=aHT e gR SrdT|

Recently, The Hindu had reported on the Karnataka CID’s probe into a systematic
attempt to remove names of 5,994 voters from electoral rolls by forging Form 7 in
the Aland constituency of Kalaburagi district ahead of the 2023 Assembly
election.

gTel &1 3 g g e RIS famam ar 6 @etfesh CID o 2023 faumsrastt g+11a @ Tl Fergeit
forer <t 3reig fareTeras 7 ®iet 7 &1 ®oll ol 5,994 ATGTATIHT & A1 Hclaldr g q
gelel hr AL hIRIRT T Sirer v 7|

Before making a detailed presentation on the Aland seat, Mr. Gandhi clarified that
these revelations were not the “hydrogen bomb” that he had talked about earlier
and promised that too will come soon.

37eig W IR AT TEqfer &t & Tgel ot a1ielt ¥ Fve fpa o6 3 gomdt g “gregiee
T F81 &, TG egia) Ut foves Toham om 31 arer foham fop ag oY See 3muam|

‘I am just creating the foundation. This is going on for 10-15 years. India’s
democracy has been hijacked. Democracy can only be saved by the people of India.
Rahul Gandhi can show the truth. The day the people realise that their democracy
and Constitution have been stolen, the job will be done,” he said.
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“H o4 #iid 7@ T@T §| F€ 10-15 AAT F =T T & | 3R HT ANheld G351 &1 T 81
STl Shael $TR ST STeAT &1 S7aT Feohell & | IgeT e T feTT vl &1 o fea oot
I UEHTH 819 foh 3eTahT aliehai T 3R Gidensr IR g1 917 8, SIH T &1 Seel,” 3egiet

el

Elaborating on the attempted voter deletions in Aland, the Congress leader alleged
that the top 10 booths with maximum deletion applications were Congress
strongholds.

37elc, & FAACAT AT g @raﬁﬁr&rwﬁmw@amﬁgvmﬁmﬁmw%
ST 10 T & T8 3170 A1 g & TG 31T, I FEAW & 75 U

Citing examples, he said, in one case, someone had used the name of a 63-year-
old woman Godabai to apply for 12 deletions and then played out a video in which
she denied having anything to do with such an application.

Wﬁgﬁﬁm%wmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁesaﬂwaﬁm:ﬁm@%mw
3TN Flh 12 AT gelat FT 37TdceT [har IR R T 33T gemrar TSaa Afgelr o Far
o 3T 0 3TTdcsT F IS eTT-8aT oTg) o

Mr. Gandhi called on stage a voter, Suryakant, whose identity was used to apply for
12 deletions in 14 minutes, but the Karnataka resident said he had no knowledge of
it.

AT e o FHE I Ueh HAGTAT FAFIT T oIl TSTerehl Ggaet i 3TATT adeh 14 e
# 12 A g1 &7 31TdesT fhaT a13T 21, Aifdhe 39 Feilesh [Aard) o #gT [ 38 s8hr s
SATARRT 781 ¢ |
The Congress leader gave the example of Maharashtra’s Rajura constituency

where he claimed 6,850 voters were added in a fraudulent manner using automated
software.

I AT F HGRISE Y TSI AU T IETER0T Foram, STt 3egiet arar v 3
6,850 AAGIAT3N T FadTfeld IFEAYT HT 3TN Fch QTS A ST 12|

“We are pretty sure that this is being done using a software at a call centre,” he
said, adding, “Same system is doing this. It is doing it in Karnataka, Maharashtra, it
has done it Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and we have proof of it”.

3ol gl “FH QU TehleT & foh Ig Teh @il WeX 7 WIFCAAT T 3UANT ek fohaT ST
TETE | TET FATeH 3 X T@T &1 TG Tellcah, HERTSS H g1 38T &, Ig gRAT0M, 3aT yer &
81 g ¢, 3R GAR I SHT AT ¢ "

The poll panel is not giving the details because it will lead to where this operation is
being conducted, Mr. Gandhi said. “EC knows who is doing this. | want every
youngster in India to know this. They are doing this to your future. When they are not
giving this information, they are defending the murderers of democracy,” he said.

A el F et o YeAra AT g TAaRoT AL & T@T Fh HH g AT 81 Srear foh
Ig JATIRLAT gl el T6T & | “YeATd AT STTelt ¢ o g hlet X @181 & =6l § o
HR T &Y JaT Ig SileT | I g JFeR AT o Qe X 18 €1 519  Tg SeThRy w161 &
®, dl & Ahdd F AR ol T9Td X & &, 3ealet el

He said it will take two-three months for the research and presentations on alleged
“vote chori”.

3+giot gl Toh A “dle TR TR MY HR FEIiaat & ar-ier #ga orater |
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Saudi-Pak. sign a defence
pact that defines ‘attack
on one as attack on both’

2 SRRTRUCE

ISLAMABAD

Saudi Arabia and nuclear-
armed Pakistan have
signed a mutual defence
pact that defines any attack
on either nation as an at-
tack on both —a key accord
in the wake of Israel’s
strike on Qatar last week.

The kingdom has long
had close economic, reli-
gious and security ties to
Pakistan, including report-
edly providing funding for
Islamabad’s nuclear wea-
pons programme as it de-
veloped.

Analysts — and Pakistani
diplomats in at least one
case — have suggested over
the years that Saudi Arabia
could be included under Is-
lamabad’s nuclear umbrel-
la, particularly as tensions
have risen over Iran’s
atomic programme.

Signal to Israel

But the timing of the pact
appeared to be a signal to
Israel, West Asia’s only nu-
clear-armed state, which
has conducted a sprawling
military offensive since Pal-
estinian nationalist Ha-
mas’s October 7, 2023, at-
tack on Israel stretching
across Iran, Lebanon, the
Palestinian territories, Qa-
tar, Syria and Yemen.

The pact marks the first
major defence decision by
a Gulf Arab country since
the Qatar attack.

Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man signed the pact on
Wednesday with Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif. While not specifi-
cally discussing the bomb,
the agreement states “any
aggression against either
country shall be consi-

Shehbaz Sharif, left, embraces Mohammed bin Salman after signing
a joint defence pact in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on Wednesday. Ap

Will study pact to protect
India’s interests, says MEA

Hours after Pakistan
signed a defence
agreement with Saudi
Arabia, India said it was
aware that the pact had
been under consideration.

The External Affairs
Ministry said India would
study its implications for
“our national security”
and “regional stability”.
» PAGE 4

dered an  aggression
against both,” according to
statements issued by both
Pakistan’s Foreign Affairs
Ministry and the state-run
Saudi Press Agency.

“This agreement... aims
to develop aspects of de-
fence cooperation bet-
ween the two countries
and strengthen joint deter-
rence against any aggres-
sion,” the statement said.

A senior Saudi official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity to The Finan-
cial Times, seemed to sug-
gest that Pakistan’s nuclear
protection was a part of
the deal, saying it “will util-
ise all defensive and mili-
tary means deemed neces-
sary depending on the
specific threat”.

Pakistan and Saudi Ara-
bia have a defence relation-
ship stretching back de-

cades, in part due to
Islamabad’s willingness to
defend the Islamic holy
sites of Mecca and Medina
in the kingdom. Pakistani
troops first travelled to
Saudi Arabia in the late
1960s over concerns about
Egypt’s war in Yemen.
Retired Pakistani Brig.
Gen. Feroz Hassan Khan,
in his book on his coun-
try’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram called Eating Grass:
The Making of the Pakista-
ni Bomb, said Saudi Arabia
provided “generous finan-
cial support to Pakistan
that enabled the nuclear
programme to continue,
especially when the coun-
try was under sanctions.”
Pakistan faced U.S. sanc-
tions for years over its
bomb — and saw new ones
over its missile work at the
end of the Biden regime.

Saudi-Pak
Defence Pact

H3d1-9Th T&TT
gostiar

Saudi Arabia and nuclear-
armed Pakistan have
signed a mutual defence
pact that defines any
attack on either nation as
an attack on both — a key
accord in the wake of
Israel’s strike on Qatar
last week.

34T 3R 3R AT
eTAAR WYt qIfFEdreT o
TS oY & A W
gFanR fFe §, S Ig
oReRa Far & & fndt oft
& U W AT el W
SHCT HToT ST — g
ARSI A g goRTSer
& HA W FAA F a1 Th
HEH FGH ¢

e The kingdom has long
had close economic,
religious and security ties
to Pakistan, including
reportedly providing funding
for Islamabad’s nuclear
weapons programme as it
developed.

TFET IRT o Tfhedlel &
1Y o FAT § T,

TS gETATSTE & 9RAT]
R wwa & o fad
HETIAT YeTeT ¥aT T enfier

AT AT & |

e Analysts — and
Pakistani diplomats in at
least one case — have
suggested over the years
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that Saudi Arabia could be included under Islamabad’s nuclear umbrella,
particularly as tensions have risen over Iran’s atomic programme.

fareeisehl — 3R o & A Teh A H FTfehecllell ATl Tdenl — o st & i fear g
foh T3CY 3T SEATHTEIE & YRATI] S & gl ATTAS g HehlT &, THH o1 U &IeA &
YTHTY] HRAHH Hl A Tol1T 96T & |

Signal to Israel
SIS I TeLo

e But the timing of the pact appeared to be a signal to Israel, West Asia’s only
nuclear-armed state, which has conducted a sprawling military offensive since
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack on Israel stretching across Iran, Lebanon, the
Palestinian territories, Qatar, Syria and Yemen.

Qe HASTIA T THAT SRS, i1 TFRTH TRIAT T THATT TAT] & AR H9e=T 32U B,
T Toh TSR ST TelieT G317, FoIel §AIT & 7 e 2023 & SoRIpel W g & i &

T g
e The pact marks the first major defence decision by a Gulf Arab country since the
Qatar attack.

g THSIAT FX gl & J1G, A Torely WIEY 3T &2 SaRT [olAT I1AT Tg el 37 6T ooy
gl

e Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman signed the pact on
Wednesday with Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

AT I & F13eT AT Ao foeT FAAWT o AR T Tifhearet & Tereas agarer
F & 1Y 57 JHSIT T gEATER |

+ While not specifically discussing the bomb, the agreement states “any aggression
against either country shall be considered an aggression against both,” according to
statements issued by both Pakistan’s Foreign Affairs Ministry and the Saudi
Press Agency.

gleliTeh TRHAT] & T TARIY & § ool oAg! Tl 1T, difehed FHSIA H heT T ¢ fob
“FoReT 4T 1 IR 3TShAUT G1eAl TR HTSha0T AT ST, ST foh Iifehearer & fager #amer
3R ) 99 TIAHT GIRT STRY FATAT H gl 17

o  “This agreement... aims to develop aspects of defence cooperation between the

two countries and strengthen joint deterrence against any aggression,” the
statement said.

ST H HET I, “U§ GHSIA.... Al ORAT o STl T&T TFANT o TG o3l I Tahiaed el
3R TRl 8ff 3TehaT & TR HgaFa YIRS &THdT ol HSTT Hiel &l o8 TWT g 1"

e A senior Saudi official, speaking on condition of anonymity to The Financial Times,
seemed to suggest that Pakistan’s nuclear protection was a part of the deal, saying
it “will utilise all defensive and military means deemed necessary depending on the
specific threat”.

Waﬁwmm#ammﬁwmﬁmmgmm
o OTfeREclTeT ST IRHATO] YI&TT 5 Hic o e o, 3R e o 75 “faRIse Ter & 3R
IR 3aLTh THS STt dTel THT T&TT 3R AT ATEAT ST 3TINT HIM |
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Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have a defence relationship stretching back decades, in
part due to Islamabad’s willingness to defend the Islamic holy sites of Mecca and
Medina in the kingdom.

TTRECTeT 3R TSET 3RS T T&TT HAE GRIHT AT &, RIS &7 & 38 HROT foh
STATHEG o TGl IRT H STATRSD ITaT TUAT FAFhT 3 AT T 8T et T gTor
fears o

Pakistani troops first travelled to Saudi Arabia in the late 1960s over concerns about
Egypt’s war in Yemen.

TferEcTel Hfeieh Tgell IR 1960 & G & 3 H AW & To7er Jarr 1 =ielr &1 ola
TFET 3R 3T Y|

Retired Pakistani Brig. Gen. Feroz Hassan Khan, in his book on his country’s
nuclear weapons program called Eating Grass: The Making of the Pakistani Bomb,
said Saudi Arabia provided “generous financial support to Pakistan that enabled the
nuclear programme to continue, especially when the country was under sanctions.”

AIfehEdTel AT TSI STelel ST §HT WIel o 3Uell fohcld Eating Grass: The
Making of the Pakistani Bomb & gl foh TFel 3RE of “UTfehedlel ol 36K AT erIdr
SeTeT S, TSIHel TRATU] SRIHA I ST T H FHeg T, W STe S I T o
I

Pakistan faced U.S. sanctions for years over its bomb — and saw new ones over
its missile work at the end of the Biden regime.

TTTRECTeT & 379+ GRHATO] aH & el aut cieh AR gfdraest a1 dea fohar — 3ik
IS AT & 3T H 391 RIS F W AT gfaees 8fr |
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India studying defence
pact between Saudi, Pak.;
vows to guard its interests

Any aggression against either country will be seen as aggression against both, says pact signed by

Saudi Arabia and Pakistan; MEA says India was aware that such a pact was under consideration

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ours after Pakistan
l—l signed a mutual
defence  agree-

ment with Saudi Arabia, In-
dia has said that it was
aware of the development
and reiterated its commit-
ment to “comprehensive
national security”.

The Indian response
came after Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan issued a joint
statement during the visit
of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to Riyadh that said,
“Any aggression against
either country shall be
considered an aggression
against both.”

“The government was
aware that this develop-
ment, which formalizes a
long-standing  arrange-
ment between the two
countries, had been under
consideration. We will stu-
dy the implications of this
development for our na-
tional security as well as
for regional and global sta-
bility. The government re-
mains committed to pro-
tecting India’s national
interests and ensuring
comprehensive national

India studying defence pact between Saudi, Pak.; vows to

Q We will study the

implications of

this development for our
national security as well as for
regional and global stability.
The government remains

committed to protecting

India’s national interests and
ensuring comprehensive
national security in all domains
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

security in all domains,”
said the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs in response to
the Saudi-Pakistan mutual
defence agreement.
Following talks between
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,
the two sides issued a joint
statement on September 17
in which they highlighted
bilateral relations over the
past nearly eight decades
and said, “This agreement
which reflects the shared
commitment of both na-
tions to enhance their se-
curity and to achieving se-
curity and peace in the
region and the world, aims
to develop aspects of de-
fense cooperation between

guard its interests

the two countries and
strengthen joint deter-
rence against any aggres-
sion.” The agreement
states that any aggression
against either country shall
be considered an aggres-
sion against both.

On September 15, Mr.
Sharif had participated in
the extraordinary Arab-Is-
lamic summit held by the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) in Doha,
where Israel’s September 9
bombing of Qatar was con-
demned.

Saudi Arabia has close
ties with India and had
sent Foreign Minister Adel
Al-Jubair to New Delhi,
hours after India targeted
locations inside Pakistan

under Operation Sindoor
on May 7. He also visited
Pakistan after his unan-
nounced visit to Delhi.

Saudi Arabia, one of the
top energy suppliers to In-
dia, is also a major em-
ployer of Indian blue and
white collar expat workers
in the Gulf and, in recent
years, has gradually built
military relations as well.

However, in compari-
son, the Saudi relations
with Pakistan have been
marked prominently by
the generous support that
Riyadh extended to Pakis-
tan, especially after the hu-
miliating defeat in the 1971
India-Pakistan war. Saudi
Arabia first came to Pakis-
tan’s rescue with a $300
million assistance that King
Faisal extended after meet-
ing Prime Minister Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto’s Foreign Minis-
ter in Riyadh in 1974.

Over the years, Pakistan
has intensified defence
cooperation with Saudi
Arabia and in recognition
of that, Saudi Arabia con-
ferred the prestigious King
Abdulaziz Medal of Excel-
lent Class on then Pakistani
Army Chief Qamar Javed
Bajwa in 2022.
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AR T34 3 NfFEarT F &I 89T A F7T 3eTIT FI T@T
& 379 fEaY &Y TaTr A &y gfaar &y

Any aggression against either country will be seen as aggression against
both, says pact signed by Saudi Arabia and Pakistan; MEA says India was
aware that such a pact was under consideration

Rt 8fY gor 9 THAYT FY EAT I IFTFHFAT ATAT ATTIN, g 91 34T 37 31T
UTfREdTeT SaRT gEATATRE WAl ¥ Fd 18 §; faqer #HF1eT (MEA) F Fg1 o 1R 59
e & A W AR e Srer & 3rgera ar

www.patrioticias.in

e Hours after Pakistan signed a mutual defence agreement with Saudi Arabia, India
has said that it was aware of the development and reiterated its commitment to
“‘comprehensive national security”

TIfREATST SaRT AT IR o TTY IREIRF &7 ASIA W FEARR A & FS 0
STE, HRA o &gl foh a8 58 A @ 31a9TeT AT 3R 3 “THIY ASET JR&T & Yy 30ei
FIEECAI LTSS

e The Indian response came after Saudi Arabia and Pakistan issued a joint
statement during the visit of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to Riyadh that said,
“Any aggression against either country shall be considered an aggression against
both.”

HRATT ITAfhaT aa 3118 31 AFET 3R 3T NfFrarT o T+ agarsr dRIw Hr
e AT & SRreT vk g srTeT SR feka, Torae shet ara, “feneT off der o) JmmshaoT

T SIAT 9T 3TTSHATT HATAT STT|”

e “The government was aware that this development, which formalizes a long-
standing arrangement between the two countries, had been under consideration. We
will study the implications of this development for our national security as well as for
regional and global stability. The government remains committed to protecting
India’s national interests and ensuring comprehensive national security in all
domains,” said the Ministry of External Affairs in response to the Saudi-Pakistan
mutual defence agreement.

“TRPR 9 faepra & 31a91d &Y, S ST =0T & S o AT T Toll 3T 6T cIa&UT i
3T T ST § 1 §H 58 TR o AR ISR FI&TT & |1Y-A1Y &= 3% AT
TRUTAT U GHTAT T 31T AT | TXHR AR & TS &l ST I6T Fdet 3 Ty &7t
# g1k TG GRaT AR et & fov gideeyr 8, fewr #amera o wdr-arfeeanT
UREIR 6T HSIT o a1 H gl

e Following talks between Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, the two sides issued a joint statement on September 17 in
which they highlighted bilateral relations over the past nearly eight decades and
said, “This agreement which reflects the shared commitment of both nations to
enhance their security and to achieving security and peace in the region and the
world, aims to develop aspects of defense cooperation between the two countries
and strengthen joint deterrence against any aggression.” The agreement states that
any aggression against either country shall be considered an aggression against
both.

TTIT AgaTer A% 3R F13d O AigeAg 9 oA 1= & i ardam & o1, aler &t
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o 17 R &Y Teh G ereT ST SR T, Torae Sogiot Teel olaTeTer TS Gt #
gfauairy Heeit st J@ifehd foham 3R gT, “ag FHSAT alell oRT T =T FRET T St
3R & T faee & gt R nifd ITeet siet S ATAT FTaeEdT i eRiielm &, Torerenr
302 et G2 o SfTer T&T HEAT & Tgof3it b Taehf&et antar 3R ferell off 3sheroT o
eIt AT TR &TAT Sl HIqd AT & 1" TASHA H T I ¢ T fonely it deor v

3TShAUT ST GlAT IR 3TSHEUT HTAT S|

On September 15, Mr. Sharif had participated in the extraordinary Arab-Islamic
summit held by the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Doha, where
Israel’s September 9 bombing of Qatar was condemned.

15 fAdaR &I, 4 TR 7 FENfAS TEANT HIre (OIC) SIRT &XgT H AT HHATIROT
INT-STATH! RIGT FFAeraT H 91T FT, ST Solger & 9 RAdeR & FdT I THAHY T
fer T |

Saudi Arabia has close ties with India and had sent Foreign Minister Adel Al-
Jubair to New Delhi, hours after India targeted locations inside Pakistan under

Operation Sindoor on May 7. He also visited Pakistan after his unannounced visit to
Delhi.

AT IR & HRT @ ufeiss Hatr § 3R 38 faeer A arfeer 3rer-a 1 7 7§
iraRerer RGY & e AR SaRT IIfREdTe & 3ieT RATT 1 R0 571 & Fo 6 are
TS fEeelY AT 27| 361 el I 379 3 TeTeh AT & S16 ITiehedTe o1 ot 2T foram|

Saudi Arabia, one of the top energy suppliers to India, is also a major employer of
Indian blue and white collar expat workers in the Gulf and, in recent years, has
gradually built military relations as well.

TFE 3T, St R & A F3T 3mqflerd s 7 @ e &, @St A AR 5o 3R grse
e TATHT HTHehT T Teh FHE forditerar T & 31 gTer & ant 7 -4 dr Harer off
AT gl &

However, in comparison, the Saudi relations with Pakistan have been marked
prominently by the generous support that Riyadh extended to Pakistan, especially
after the humiliating defeat in the 1971 India-Pakistan war. Saudi Arabia first came

to Pakistan’s rescue with a $300 million assistance that King Faisal extended after
meeting Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s Foreign Minister in Riyadh in 1974.

glelifeh, JoleTl H, TFAT 3RT F IR & AT Fer fIAT §T & 1971 HRA-Tfereeter
IS H TATASTAh &R o S1G TfehedTel &l RATE SaRT &Y 971 36N Hgr Il & R
o | ¥3C IR o Tgell IR TTiehEclol T Heg 1974 F RTe 7 TeIeia+1 Jfewhr el
HEeN & TASRT FAT & FAWATHId & 16 foher $wrer GarT &1 915 300 AT STt i wgTa
&

Over the years, Pakistan has intensified defence cooperation with Saudi Arabia
and in recognition of that, Saudi Arabia conferred the prestigious King Abdulaziz
Medal of Excellent Class on then Pakistani Army Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa in
2022.

HTel 8, IFEATeT o1 WHAT I o AT T&T WA bl Aol ThdT g 3R S8 AT
H, AT IR o Achlellel ThEcll HeAT T AT STdg drerdl I 2022 H FidTcsd
f¥aT Sregstolier A 31T TFHIee FATH § FHATAT foraT|
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Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
STATHT T IS (OIC)

The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is an intergovernmental organization established in 1969,
comprising 57 member states across four continents.

SECTH HEENT HITSH (OIC) Teh H-FHRY HISeT & Framehr T 1969 # g3 M, AR g0 IR #Agredat # her
57 WEET &2 AMMHAA B |

It aims to be the collective voice of the Muslim world, working to safeguard and protect the interests of
Muslims globally.

SHHT 36T ARAA gferar Y WRgfew IrarTsr Se7a11 B, 3R Ak T R FaerAET & ot A e ik wwaor &
fore &R FeT B

The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European Union.

OIC & 9 wgeFd g R JUdr v & wurfY wfafaftssa ¢

Its official languages are Arabic, English, and French.
ST AT AT 3, 3 3% %
The OIC was founded in response to the arson attack on the Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem on 21 August

1969.
OIC &I TATIAT 21 ITET 1969 FT JFATH H IHA-HFHT ATTSG I HTIMSTAY gHA & STaTd 7 15 Y|

The incident led to the First Islamic Summit Conference held in Rabat, Morocco, from 22 to 25 September
1969, where leaders from 24 Muslim-majority countries convened to establish the organization.

S T & TROUTATTET 22 § 25 RAcdaR 1969 & T IoTd, AT 7 TIH el RIGT FFiee 3TN g3,
ST 24 AfTeH agar quul & A3 o HoToeT BT FATIAT |

Membership
HQEL AT

The OIC comprises 57 member states, with a collective population exceeding 2.04 billion as of 2025,
accounting for approximately 25% of the world's population.

OIC # 57 m@r%,ﬁa@rsmmzozsa?zmmﬁmﬁ St faeT Y STTHEIT FT AITHT 25%
gl

While the majority are Muslim-majority countries, some members, such as Benin, Cameroon, Gabon,
Guyana, Mozambique, Suriname, Togo, and Uganda, have significant Muslim populations but are not
Muslim-majority.

Te T IR HeeT &7 Ao TG &, Afehet Afevet, Fareet, Aafer, I, AriFaeh, FRAH, e AR orer
SR F& Rt A AgcaquT AREH TS &, TR I ARTH age a1 |

Objectives and Principles

3527 3R Ry
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The OIC aims to promote Islamic solidarity among member states.

OIC T 35T TETT &2 & o FEATHY ThelT Y FoTaT ol &

It seeks to safeguard the interests and ensure the progress and well-being of Muslims globally.

SHHT 365 AT T TR HHAATAT & Tl Y T8I 3T 3R 37k sarfer 3R Femor 1 giARad o g1

The OIC aims to enhance cooperation in political, economic, social, cultural, and scientific fields.

OIC & 3¢2T T, 3T, o, wiegfas iR dwfas &l 7 wgalr #r e gl

It is committed to upholding human rights and fundamental freedoms.

g AAaSERI 3R Afew Tasanit # sT @ & fov gfaeey &

One of its key goals is to support the Palestinian cause and protect Islamic holy sites.

S T el A A T Refaediel e 1 worder e 3R swemst afaT Tuat v @i e g

Structure and Organs
TG 3T A
The OIC operates through various organs and institutions.

OIC T3ffe=T wEamsit 3 et & Aredd T 1T ar gl

The Islamic Summit is the supreme authority, comprising kings and heads of state.

g RIE gFAa gafea niReor §, et e 3k asereget onfaer g £

The Council of Foreign Ministers meets annually to review progress and set policies.

fager w3 #r aftwg g arer fAed & arfes werfa S @eieT i a7 ga 3k Aifawr futlRa $r s as|

The General Secretariat, based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, executes decisions and coordinates activities.

AT FRETe, ST SegTs, TG 3R 7 U §, Aot i Frifead war ¢ ik afafaftet &1 aweag sar g

Standing Committees focus on areas like information, cultural affairs, economic cooperation, and
scientific collaboration.

Ty wfafaat guen, aepfas amre, snfis wgar 3k dfas wgater S &l o ear Sied Hd
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Modi-Xi meet repaired India-China relations, but
its importance should not be overstated: experts

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping on the side-
lines of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO)
summit in Tianjin has “re-
paired” India-China rela-
tions but its importance
should not be “overstat-
ed”, veteran diplomats and
commentators said at the
launch of the book China:
Indian Perspectives on Chi-
na’s Politics, Economy, and
Foreign Relations, a special
publication by The Hindu
Group, here on Thursday.

Delivering the keynote
address, former National
Security Adviser Shivshan-
kar Menon praised the in-
itiative by The Hindu
Group and said, “The book
is an Indian view of China.
It tells us how to look at
China in the future. It tells
you what you need to learn
[about China].”

Speaking on the occa-
sion, former Foreign Secre-
tary Shyam Saran said,
“This book begins the con-
versation we need to un-
derstand China. It really is
a great start. It is the most

Hindu presents “China: Indian Perspectives on China's Politics Zconomy,

llection of g=
The Hind,

A

ys by 12 outstar
up offering er

_ Indian experts on China — ¢

e, first-c
dia’s eni

Ashok Kantha, Vijay Gokhale, K. Shyam Saran and Shivshankar Menon at the release of China: Indian
Perspectives on China’s Politics, Economy and Foreign Relations on Thursday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

comprehensive survey of
contemporary China in all
aspects.”

Participating in a panel
discussion moderated by
The Hindu’s Diplomatic Af-
fairs Editor Suhasini Hai-
dar, former Indian Ambas-
sador to China Ashok
Kantha said, “We start re-
pairing our China ties in
early 2024. It begins to gain
pace with PM Modi and
President Xi Jinping’s
meeting in Kazan. The
meeting in Tianjin stabilis-
es our ties in the troubled
world right now.”

“Even now we know so
little of the engagement
with China. Disengage-

ment with China at the bor-
der is one of the major is-
sues that India is still facing
today. Prime Minister Modi
may have spoken about
China a few times in the
past, but we need to see
what will happen,” he
added.

In the same panel, Ma-
noj Joshi, Distinguished
Fellow at the Observer Re-
search Foundation, cau-
tioned about the pace of
India-China relations and
said, “The Tianjin summit
was a process in repairing
the relationship broken in
2020. No one knows why
China did what it did in
2020, but this meeting cer-

tainly propels the relation-
ship to where it stands to-
day. But, let’s not overstate
the value of the summit.”

Mr. Joshi also highlight-
ed the importance of Tibet
and said, “Tibet is ex-
tremely important from In-
dian perspective. Tibet is a
point of conversation bet-
ween India and China. It is
important to India from ge-
ographical and religious
perspectives. Tibet opens
up many conversations as
to where India stands with
China.”

Greater engagement
Former Foreign Secretary
Vijay Gokhale cautioned

Modi-Xi meet repaired India-China relations, but its
importance should not be overstated: experts

AIEI-2f FATHIT A $TRA-=leT Tl FT JURT, dAfheT 306 Agcd
I AT @1 3TFHaT AT C: et

The meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping
on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Tianjin
has “repaired” India-China relations but its importance should not be “overstated”,
veteran diplomats and commentators said at the launch of the book China: Indian

Perspectives on China’s Politics, Economy, and Foreign Relations, a special

publication by The Hindu Group, here on Thursday.

T T Aig A 3T D Tseufa oft SR & i aetes & aaré g grea
(SCO) RIET FFAw & $eiT §8 HATHIA o 7R -eT Feeil Y “FUR” AT &, Afehet 30 g

about the internal develop-
ments in China. “Chinese
President’s policies to con-
trol China and centralise
power is strangling China’s
economic growth,” he
said.

He also called for grea-
ter engagement and said,
“If we do not visit China,
we have very unreal view
of China. China has grown
very fast and it’s because
the country is under an au-
tocratic regime. It makes a
lot of difference because in
that sense India is a
democracy.”

Introducing the volume,
Varghese K. George, Resi-
dent Editor, The Hindu,
spoke about the ongoing e-
book series by The Hindu
that covers various seg-
ments such as politics,
technology, and the Con-
stitution. “The extraordin-
ary group of contributors
brought together by
Ananth Krishnan com-
pelled us to bring out this
issue [the book on China]
in print,” he said.

Suresh Nambath, Edi-
tor, The Hindu, and
Ananth Krishnan, Director,
The Hindu Group Publish-
ing Private Ltd., were pre-
sent.
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HY “IeafF” Tg a1 MRT, T§ a1 aRws TARAH AR Roqohiart 7 ar #r g g g0
SART YR AT (s T75T: 57397 T OfFecw il qBAT & T CTH, SHIAH] 05 PR
Retera & faAT 9T FI

e Delivering the keynote address, former National Security Adviser Shivshankar
Menon praised the initiative by The Hindu Group and said, “The book is an Indian
view of China. It tells us how to look at China in the future. It tells you what you need
to learn [about China).”

T HIYUT & §U, Td TS AT AAEHR RIare At o & feg T T T8l A1
TRGAT T 3R T, “Tg TEceh el W HRA gfSeehior §| I8 gH acficll & fob srfasa &
et Y A ST 8| g STl & fob [t o SR #] 39eht 71 Hge1r =g ”

e Speaking on the occasion, former Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran said, “This
book begins the conversation we need to understand China. It really is a great start.
It is the most comprehensive survey of contemporary China in all aspects.”

9 AT W Seid §U G Tader AT oI T A Fel, “Tg Tecieh def bl THASTA
ToIT 31TaRaeh ST & YR FA &1 TE IRTT H Teh ATTER B3N &1 T§
THFTCN <ol T Hefl T3l & Fard caTIh HI&ToT 51"

o Participating in a panel discussion moderated by The Hindu’s Diplomatic Affairs
Editor Suhasini Haidar, former Indian Ambassador to China Ashok Kantha said,
“We start repairing our China ties in early 2024. It begins to gain pace with PM Modi

and President Xi Jinping’s meeting in Kazan. The meeting in Tianjin stabilises our
ties in the troubled world right now.”

g g A Reatdifes srbhat vfder gerflah ¥ex eary danferd ueh deter =il a1 8797 ot
BT, qd STRCAT TroTegl IRMeh HIUT = hgl, “EHe 2024 FH1 YT H el & T 3791
T S FUREAT Y FhAT| T8 Fetret H werersr=h ;e 31 wegufa off oo
HAThT § T Jehsell ol ﬁmaﬁﬂ'ﬁg‘égmqﬂd o IHATT 3R g aT & AR Haeil
I e foRar |

e “Even now we know so little of the engagement with China. Disengagement with
China at the border is one of the major issues that India is still facing today. Prime
Minister Modi may have spoken about China a few times in the past, but we need to
see what will happen,” he added.

3ogieT 3719 g, “mﬁgﬁﬁa%mﬁw%aﬁﬁqu FH SAASRT g1 AT & AT
AT R BHTASTAT HRA o TIHA 3177 T Ueh 15T HegT o | TUTAAAT HIG & 3l 7
et & IR A $© TR FTcl T &1 Hehell ¢, olfehel gH ST G191 foh 37T AT GIAT & 1"

e Inthe same panel, Manoj Joshi, Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation, cautioned about the pace of India-China relations and said, “The
Tianjin summit was a process in repairing the relationship broken in 2020. No one
knows why China did what it did in 2020, but this meeting certainly propels the
relationship to where it stands today. But, let's not overstate the value of the summit.”

34T U57eT #, 3TeordT RAT B33 & F3REETas Fell AT aivelt & sRA-deT Tt fr
AT 2T AR AcTraret & 3T g, “forarerforeT RIEw aFAeeT 2020 7 ¢ Hetli & gurRa
&1 uferar ot IS G STaaT fob =i o 2020 & 4T F1 fomam, SfepeT g doa AfRaa &
T YT T 3T T8 TR W &, T8T do o 35| offohed, g8 AW TFH T & HAged &l
31Tt AGT 3TehalT ATfgU|”
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Mr. Joshi also highlighted the importance of Tibet and said, “Tibet is extremely
important from Indian perspective. Tibet is a point of conversation between India and
China. It is important to India from geographical and religious perspectives. Tibet
opens up many conversations as to where India stands with China.”

At Sirelt o fsae o Hged I 8T Tehrr STt N hgT, “HRAT giSeehlor & foedd 3caid
HecaqUT & | eaet $TR 3R =it & el STefeiied &7 Ueh Heerl &1 I8 $Rd & fow
stanforen 3R enfder giSeanIor @ AgcaquT | fdsad 58 a1 W &S =<3l & aR @lefd
¥ 1 R DT & a1 Fe ST

Greater engagement

IF B

Former Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale cautioned about the internal
developments in China. “Chinese President’s policies to control China and centralise
power is strangling China’s economic growth,” he said.

7@ fader wie o aveer & et 31 317aRes faee 31 e Iardett & 3egieT e,
“dieit Trogafd T et &l AT e 3R T Sheieped et T AT et hr 3w
o[ T a1 a Wl

He also called for greater engagement and said, “If we do not visit China, we have
very unreal view of China. China has grown very fast and it's because the country is
under an autocratic regime. It makes a lot of difference because in that sense India is
a democracy.”

gl 3170 31 1 31 1T et AR e, “AfG § e A G P &, A §AR
T e T SR ITATEA T GTSChIOT I & | T ¥ TgT ol & faehrar foram & 3iR T
ST & Fifeh 12T Ueh HRAIAT AT o el & | T Tgcl e el i g Fifeh 38
g & 9RA U T &1

Introducing the volume, Varghese K. George, Resident Editor, The Hindu, spoke
about the ongoing ebook series by The Hindu that covers various segments such as
politics, technology, and the Constitution. “The extraordinary group of contributors
brought together by Ananth Krishnan compelled us to bring out this issue [the book
on China] in print,” he said.

39 T3 1 IRTT & g, & Rg F ST of3ex adfisr &. sitet 1 & feig 1 ol W S5
Gl & IR H F1 &, S TS, HedfarehT AR dfaens o8 [affie= @si &l el
AT &l 37 1e1 hgl, “3TeiE FOUTT GART Ueha [T 1T IFATLRUT ARTEITHAINT & FHg o
§H 3H 3ieh el T TcAeh] 1 Hfod & H oot & foIT At foma|”

Suresh Nambath, Editor, The Hindu, and Ananth Krishnan, Director, The Hindu
Group Publishing Private Ltd., were present.

A AHATY, HTeoh, § g, 3R 3Teie; Foorer, freere, ¢ g v ufeafir ursde
fafAes, 3ufeya 41
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NCST forms panel to look
into duties given in 2005

Abhinav Lakshman
NEW DELHI

More than 20 years after
the National Commission
for Scheduled Tribes
(NCST) was assigned addi-
tional duties to protect
specific rights of ST com-
munities in the country,
the commission has, for
the first time, formed a
special committee along
with three sub-committees
to look into how these
functions can be per-
formed, commission Mem-
ber Nirupam Chakma told
The Hindu on Thursday
(September 18, 2025).

In August 2005, the Mi-
nistry of Tribal Affairs is-
sued a notification assign-
ing a list of eight additional
duties to the mandate of
the NCST. These included
suggesting measures to
protect ownership of mi-
nor forest produce, rights
to water and mineral re-
sources, protecting tribal
communities from land
alienation, and full imple-
mentation of the Pan-
chayat (Extension to Sche-
duled Areas) Act, 1996.

The NCST was also man-
dated to look at “viable li-

In 2005, the Centre
issued a notification
assigning a list of
eight additional
duties to the NCST

velihood strategies”, “effi-
cacy” of rehabilitation
measures for tribals dis-
placed by development
projects, increasing the
role of tribal communities
in protecting and conserv-
ing forests, and finding
ways to “reduce and ulti-
mately eliminate” tribal
communities’ practice of
shifting cultivation.

‘To prepare a report’

At the time, the NCST had
said a lack of staff and
funds made it feel “severe-
ly handicapped” to initiate
studies to perform these
duties. However, this
week, the commission has
said that it will prepare a
report on how these addi-
tional functions can be
discharged.

Officials said that the
special internal committee
consists of 11 members and
that the eight additional
functions had been divided

and assigned to three sepa-
rate sub-committees. They
said that the sub-commit-
tee headed by member Ja-
tothu Hussain will look at
issues of livelihood strate-
gies, and ownership rights
to minor forest produce,
mineral, and water
resources.

The sub-committee
headed by member Asha
Lakra will examine the is-
sues of land alienation and
efficacy of rehabilitation
schemes for tribals dis-
placed by development
projects, and the sub-com-
mittee headed by member
Nirupam Chakma will take
up issues of full implemen-
tation of the PESA, increas-
ing the role of tribal com-
munities in forest
conservation, and the
elimination of shifting
cultivation.

While the first annual
report of the independent
NCST in 2005 had noted its
inability to address the ad-
ditional functions, succes-
sive reports available in the
public domain make no
mention of these functions
and steps taken to perform
them, a review of the re-
ports showed.

NCST forms panel to look into duties given in 2005
TANTHSE & 2005 # & 1€ FFACRET i s & v i

doATdT
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More than 20 years after the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) was
assigned additional duties to protect specific rights of ST communities in the country,
the commission has, for the first time, formed a special committee along with three
sub-committees to look into how these functions can be performed, commission
Member Nirupam Chakma told The Hindu on September 18, 2025.

e # vHdY woperat & fafdrse srftsrt i v & faw I sy sterenfer s
(TaHiTEd)) # sfafiea SFAgREr @it e & 20 91 @ 31w G717 9716, 3mAT F Igall I-
ST FT P A FHAT ST HdT &, SR I & v e su-afafaat & gy v [y afafa &t
o 3T §, 3T & Wewd Asus a@aT o 18 RAdeR 2025 A § fig ' aamn

e In August 2005, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs issued a notification assigning a list
of eight additional duties to the mandate of the NCST. These included suggesting
measures to protect ownership of minor forest produce, rights to water and
mineral resources, protecting tribal communities from land alienation, and full
implementation of the Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996
(PESA).

3T9TET 2005 H, SAATART FR HATEL o1 Ve HTRGAAT TR Y TAHTHE T 3797
3fRreRR & # 3re srfafea feReTRar |idT| s=e oy aagst & wridcd $T @ &
39T G, el AR @herst HHTEAT TR RN, AT FHEET 1 (A g9 @
e, 3R gArd (3R & aF Rear) sfafrs, 1996 (feww) ot
Tt A AT|

e The NCST was also mandated to look at “viable livelihood strategies”, “efficacy of
rehabilitation measures for tribals displaced by development projects”, increasing the
role of tribal communities in protecting and conserving forests, and finding ways to
‘reduce and ultimately eliminate” tribal communities’ practice of shifting
cultivation.

TAATES 1 g ) fOFAer &) 1S oY T ag “eaderd smehfde ey, Qe
ARSI @ eI STeAaTTicral & eid e 3UTat &t “geaefierdr’, Sitsiic g Feerat
<hT T WI&TOT X WaeheT # ${fFehT Taret, 3R S Welt hr 7T &l ‘o X 3R A
HATCT FIA” & depl W TR R

e Atthe time, the NCST had said a lack of staff and funds made it feel “severely
handicapped” to initiate studies to perform these duties. However, this week, the
commission has said that it will prepare a report on how these additional functions
can be discharged.

39 THAY UAHTTHCT oF gl 2T foh SRt 3R a1 A7 FoT & dROT 38 34 SeAgRar
T TR XA o TIT 3T € F H TR T A IWETT FAEHH g31T| gTeiieh, 56
HCATE 3TTANT o gl & o 98 37 AR FH1f 1 H& QT fhAT 57 FHhaT 8, 3 W TH
RaE daR Hem|

o (fficials said that the special internal committee consists of 11 members and that
the eight additional functions had been divided and assigned to three separate
sub-committees.

31fRTRAT o Fet for A 3mafle afafa 7 11 aera € 31k 3re sfaRea st «r
Tyanfora s fYeT rerer-3rerer 3U-wfATIAY i dlar = g1
e They said that the sub-committee headed by member Jatothu Hussain will look at

issues of livelihood strategies, and ownership rights to minor forest produce,
mineral, and water resources.
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3ogiel gl o HeTT STy gaeT T IEARTAT arelt 3U-AfATY refifahr oAt 3R
oY gaAlgs, @iaer AR Ster Tl R FfAcT UHRT & Hear R faar Ff|

e The sub-committee headed by member Asha Lakra will examine the issues of land
alienation and efficacy of rehabilitation schemes for tribals displaced by
development projects.

HEET 3TRIT AHIT hl JEITETAT dTell IU-HTATA Tashra IRIASAN & fareniaa
SteraTTiarat & fov f3 g3uer 3R qerate At Fr wsraefierar & gl S s waf|
e  The sub-committee headed by member Nirupam Chakma will take up issues of full

implementation of the PESA, increasing the role of tribal communities in forest
conservation, and the elimination of shifting cultivation.

e EY fATIe THAT I 1egaTdr arelt 3u-afAfa fvaw F qot wrafaae, g avamor A
SIS FHETAT T SR 6T, 3N S Well & Il & Hegl ol 3a1Ta|
While the first annual report of the independent NCST in 2005 had noted its inability to
address the additional functions, successive reports available in the public domain make no

mention of these functions and steps taken to perform them, a review of the reports
showed.

2005 H TIdT TAHTTHSY ST ggell a1iier RU¥E & 51 31faRad wrat & gaifad axar & 3r9ei
376THAT T Ale forar o1, difeha a1 ST Ratet Fr Teier & 9dT It foh Ardeifale 3/AeT & 3Uclets
o1 NUIEt # go7 T 3R 378 G A & [T 31T 1T FHgHAT T H1§ Ieaw oTal ¢ |
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U.S. to revoke waiver on
Chabahar port sanctions

Decision will hamper India’s plans for regional connectivity, investment of over 200 crore in the

project in Iran; move comes just days after U.S,, India had signalled rapprochement on trade issues

Su!asxm Hau!ar

NEW DELHI

n yet another harsh
l measure by the Do-
nald Trump adminis-
tration, U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio an-
nounced on Thursday that
the country was revoking
its waiver of sanctions over
the Iranian port of Chaba-
har within 10 days, ending
a special waiver given to In-
dia in 2018.
The decision, among a
number of other moves by

L

Key link: The Chabahar port is being developed by India and Iran

to boost connectivity and trade ties. GETTY IMAGES

According to a note is-
sued by the Shipping Mi-
nistry in 2024, India has
spent about 3200 crore of
a total allocation of ¥400
crore on the Chabahar pro-
Jject since 2016.

“The port recorded a
43% rise in vessel traffic
and a 34% increase in con-
tainer traffic in 2023-24”
the note said.

The imposition of sanc-
tions on Chabahar is the
fourth such round of sanc-
tions the Trump adminis-
tration has passed that di-

the U.S. to impose “maxi-  vious term, on February 5 erate the Chabahar port or  rectly affects India, and
mum pressure on Iran”, in-  this year, as he signed an  engage in other activities comes just days after the
cluding designating several  executive order mandating  described in the IFCA may  two sides had signalled a

entities involved in Iran’s
oil trade, will affect India’s
plans to develop the Sha-
hid Beheshti terminal at
the Chabahar port as an al-
ternative trading route for
India, circumventing Pa-

Mr. Rubio to “rescind or
modify” all such orders
that provided any relief to
Iran.

“Consistent with Presi-
dent Trump’s maximum
pressure policy to isolate

expose themselves to sanc-
tions under the IFCA,” it
added.

Earlier this month, Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval had discussed inten-
sifying India’s engagement

rapprochement on trade
issues.

In 2017-18, India had
conceded to the U.S’s de-
mand to end all oil imports
from Iran and then from
Venezuela. India has not so

kistan, to send cargo to Af-  the Iranian regime, the Se-  with Iran on Chabahar dur-  far agreed to cutting down
ghanistan and Central cretary of State has re- ingaconversation withIra- its imports of oil from Rus-
Asia. voked the sanctions excep-  nian SNSC Secretary Ali La-  sia this year, despite the

The Ministry of External  tion issued in 2018 under rijani over telephone. U.S’s demand and imposi-

Affairs (MEA) did not res-
pond to requests for a com-
ment on the development,
which could severely ham-
per India’s plans for re-
gional connectivity.
President Trump had

the Iran Freedom and
Counter-Proliferation Act
(IFCA) for Afghanistan re-
construction  assistance
and economic develop-
ment, effective September
29, 2025,” the State depart-

According to an Iranian of-
ficial release issued in Teh-
ran, Mr. Doval discussed
“expanding cooperation in
economic ties, security
and defence relations, and
advancing the Chabahar

tion of a penalty tariff of
25% on all Indian goods in
addition to a 25% “recipro-
cal tariff” already in place.

The sanctions will cost
India in terms of its invest-
ment in the Iranian port,

first announced that he ment said in a statement. port project,” adding that  for which the Modi govern-
planned to end the waiver “Once the revocation is  the two sides would meet  ment signed a 10-year lease
given to India in his pre- effective, persons who op-  in Delhi soon. agreement in May 2024.

U.S. to revoke waiver on Chabahar port sanctions

IAREHT TTaER TEMME W yfaaer i g 9w A

Decision will hamper India’s plans for regional connectivity, investment of over ¥200
crore in the project in Iran; move comes just days after U.S., India had signalled
rapprochement on trade issues

g foT stRa Fr 8l Tush et 31 S0 A oIS & 200 T A 30F F AU A
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1Tt 3T, I FEA W AT W AT § 9 3R 3R 7R A s9R Aggl W AS-Rew &
& R I
e Inyet another harsh measure by the Donald Trump administration, U.S. Secretary
of State Marco Rubio announced on Thursday that the country was revoking its

waiver of sanctions over the Iranian port of Chabahar within 10 days, ending a
special waiver given to India in 2018.

SlATes TFT WRATHT & Ush R R dhed H, AR o facer #:1 Al el o ear
I BoTr & o6 3 10 Rt & ¥ ST TreeR deweng W ufday i g aad o @t
¢, forad TR &1 &Y 915 2018 Y fAAY e FACT g Sirwea|

e The decision, among a number of other moves by the U.S. to impose “maximum
pressure on Iran”, including designating several entities involved in Iran’s oil trade,
will affect India’s plans to develop the Shahid Beheshti terminal at the Chabahar
port as an alternative trading route for India, circumventing Pakistan, to send cargo
to Afghanistan and Central Asia.

g AT, 3TARET & &0t R IFTAFTH ga@” STl aTel 3 s HeHl & a1 g, Torday
ST & ol SR A ST S HEAT3T ol RTEAT atatm o it §1 Ig R 1 T1eg
FEITTE W AEIE ageclt efdierer TAh A Fer Fr T3t T geifad 9T, S TR &
fore aTfdearer shY eXfhetk e gU Arpanfawatar AT Hex vhRIaT a1 A Sisial 1 T
Johfeddh SOTIR AFT

e The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) did not respond to requests for a comment
on the development, which could severely hamper India’s plans for regional
connectivity.

fader #Te T (MEA) & 58 earshdl W feoqult & 31qXrer &1 Siare =181 feT, St 1R
& TUh AT Y 7R T F AT R FehaT &

e President Trump had first announced that he planned to end the waiver given to
India in his previous term, on February 5 this year, as he signed an executive order
mandating Mr. Rubio to “rescind or modify” all such orders that provided any relief to
Iran.

Usgafd TFT o gl IR 58 el 5 $EL &1 Givor T oY i 98 R &1 &1 91 g
HHATCT et T ATl 91T T &, ST Joglel Ueh hRIGRY TSR 9T gEdTeT v & fSas
ST ST o ST 1 forelT ot e T Ted ot arer THT TSI & “Igg IT TN kel
& Toreer feam s o)

o “Consistent with President Trump’s maximum pressure policy to isolate the Iranian
regime, the Secretary of State has revoked the sanctions exception issued in 2018
under the Iran Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act (IFCA) for Afghanistan
reconstruction assistance and economic development, effective September 29,
2025,” the State department said in a statement.

TaCRr FATT o Ueh ST 7 HgT, “SITeiT AT T ITeTIT-2eT9T Fet oh [T ST T
&1 e gara Afa & 317wy, e 7 o 2018 H S $ueT FaerTar 3R AR
sfafaas (IFCA) & dga THamfaedtet Gofataor Hgrrar 3R 3nfies fawra & faw &

I 9fe P i g W e g, S 29 Rdax 2025 @ warre grefr)”

e “Once the revocation is effective, persons who operate the Chabahar port or engage
in other activities described in the IFCA may expose themselves to sanctions under
the IFCA,” it added.
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“Teh IR e TG ICAIRIUT THTAY 81 SITAT 8, Al ST 1T ATegR S69TTg ol HaToled ad o
T IFCA # gfoTe 31 aifafaferal & deeet g1 §, @ ga &I IFCA & dgd gfastl & dudh
H o Hehl §,” SHA SigT I

Earlier this month, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval had discussed intensifying

India’s engagement with Iran on Chabahar during a conversation with Iranian SNSC
Secretary Ali Larijani over telephone.

S HEIT T LTI H, TS Y& FATHR ISl ST o $011 SNSC Hidra 3relr
ARSTAY & 12T oIl IR ST & GRTeT AEER IR ST & HTY R FI AR S
ot O T & AT

According to an Iranian official release issued in Tehran, Mr. Doval discussed
“expanding cooperation in economic ties, security and defence relations, and
advancing the Chabahar port project,” adding that the two sides would meet in Delhi
soon.

eI H ST Teh SXTaAT 3R e TaATST & 31THR, AT SetTel o “37f¥en Haeat, gratm
3R 76T Heelt F gt 1 [aEdR, 3R ATTGR deTaNg TRAISTAT Sl 31T el O =y
&1, 31 3T SeT AT T ST 9T Fog & ool 7 fAeie|

According to a note issued by the Shipping Ministry in 2024, India has spent about
%200 crore of a total allocation of ¥400 crore on the Chabahar project since 2016.

2024 3 TR HATTT SR ST Teh HIE & AN, AR o 2016 F AWER TRATSTAT
TR FeT T400 FNZ & IeiesT H F ofaTsar 200 FU3 T U 2|

“The port recorded a 43% rise in vessel traffic and a 34% increase in container
traffic in 2023-24” the note said.

SATC 7 gl 31T o “JeaTg o 2023-24 H SETST ATAATT H 43% Fafer 3T e
T H 34% Jafer gt il
The imposition of sanctions on Chabahar is the fourth such round of sanctions the

Trump administration has passed that directly affects India, and comes just days
after the two sides had signalled a rapprochement on trade issues.

TTEER W AT SMAT T TR SaRT IR dter ¥ gk § S a6 (e
THIfad AT &, 3R I8 T GHY # 37T & S clell 9&il o AR FHeal R Ac-fAerd &
Hehd fGT U

In 2017-18, India had conceded to the U.S.’s demand to end all oil imports from Iran
and then from Venezuela. India has not so far agreed to cutting down its imports of
oil from Russia this year, despite the U.S.’s demand and imposition of a 25%

penalty tariff on all Indian goods in addition to a 25% “reciprocal tariff”’ already in
place.

2017-18 #, 3R =¥ AR HT AT AT U T 3R TR Jeispeat & T der 3mare
AT I T A| 38 ATl AR o 3737 T T ¥ A IATT FF et T TeATT 8T &r
g, Stefeh AR o Tl HRAT TE3HT IR 25% ESTeHF Yo 3R Tgot I o9] 25%
“gferentlt epee” o G B

The sanctions will cost India in terms of its investment in the Iranian port, for which
the Modi government signed a 10-year lease agreement in May 2024.

A gfATE HRA Y ST Te@Tg H 38 A9 & fogrer & Ager g4, forges faw Ay
WFHR F AS 2024 # 10 aufT ofisr Faesta o geaer Fo A
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Equalising primary food consumption in India

he publication, in February 2024, ofa
household consumption survey by the
National Sample Survey (NSS) Office,
after a gap of over a decade, has made
it possible to estimate the poverty rate in India.
One such estimate, released by the World Bank in
April 2025, has received the most attention. It
points to the poverty rate being very low by now.
To quote the World Bank, “Over the past decade,
India has significantly reduced poverty. Extreme
poverty (living on less than $2.15 per day) fell
from 16.2 percent in 2011-12 to 2.3 percent in
2022-23....” (‘Poverty and Equity Brief: INDIA,
2025). If this is indeed an accurate description, it
would be a source of satisfaction, for it suggests
that extreme poverty has virtually disappeared
from the country.

The ‘thali meal’ as a consumption metric
The conventional approach to poverty
measurement, pioneered by the Government of
India over half a century ago, entails first
determining the income that would enable food
intake of a specified calorific value, and then
classifying those with less as poor. This is a
physiological approach, and has some merit. But
there could be other approaches, based on the
consumption of goods, for instance. One such
approach would recognise that humans are likely
to approach food from an angle wider than just
its calorie content, taking into account the energy
it provides, which calories measure,
nourishment, and the satisfaction it gives. We
believe the thali meal reflects this thinking,
making it a natural choice to measure food
consumption in real terms.

As a combination of carbohydrates, protein
and vitamins, the thali is a balanced and
self-contained unit of food consumption in south
Asia, even if the nomenclature may vary across it.
With this in mind, we have estimated the number
of thalis the monthly expenditure reported in the
Household Consumption Expenditure Survey of
2024 would translate into. The rating agency,
Crisil, has estimated the cost of a home-cooked
thali, comprising rice, dal, vegetables, roti, curd
and salad, as ¥30. Adopting this price, we found
that in 2023-24, up to 50% of the rural population
and up to 20% of the urban population could not
have afforded two thalis per day at the food
expenditure recorded. If two thalis a day is taken
as the minimum acceptable standard of food
consumption, our estimates point to much
greater food deprivation in India than conveyed
by the poverty figures from the World Bank.

A crucial reason why our findings differ is that

Pulapre
Balakrishnan

is Honorary Visiting
Professor, Centre for
Development Studies,
Thiruvananthapuram

Aman Raj

is an independent
economist based in
Patna, Bihar

Expanding the
Public
Distribution
System to
ensure
desirable levels
of consumption
of pulses by
eliminating
subsidies for
those whose
food
consumption
exceeds a
reasonable
norm will be an
ideal step

we do not assume that all of a household’s
income is available for spending on food. A
household needs to spend on rent,
transportation, telephony, health maintenance
and education to just remain in the workforce.
Now, expenditure on food ends up as the
residual. Therefore, we have based our estimates
on the actual expenditure on food.

It tends to be assumed that the Public
Distribution System (PDS) deals effectively with
food deprivation. To assess this, we have
computed the value of food consumption
including the imputed value of supplies received
via the PDS — both purchased and free of cost.
With the value of consumption thus adjusted, the
proportion of the population that cannot afford
two thalis declines to 40% in rural areas and 10%
in urban areas. Notably, food deprivation remains
very high in the former even with subsidised
food.

The role of PDS

To understand how the PDS can be leveraged to
alleviate food deprivation, we estimated the
subsidy per person across expenditure classes.
What is interesting is that both PDS purchases
and free food availed of by sections of the
population that can afford more than two thalis a
day are high. For instance, in rural India, the
subsidy received by an individual in the 90%-95%
fractile is 88% of the subsidy received by an
individual in 0%-5% fractile, even as the first has a
consumption expenditure more than three times
greater, and going by our own thali index does
not require further support. By contrast, in urban
India, the subsidy regime is strongly progressive.
But here too about 80% receive subsidised sales
from the PDS and also free food, even when they
too can afford more than two thalis per day.

Based on the data on food deprivation and the
structuring of the food subsidy regime we make a
proposal on how policy should evolve. This data
point to what needs to be done and how it can be
achieved. First, there is scope for restructuring
the food subsidy, raising it at the lower end of the
distribution and eliminating it altogether at the
upper. However, we learn from the most recent
consumption survey that there is a constraint to
be faced: cereals consumption is almost identical
for individuals in the 0%-5% fractile and the
95%-100% fractile.

This suggests that the desired level of
consumption of cereals, both rice and wheat, has
been reached, for the richest can afford to
purchase all the cereals that they desire. While it
points to the success of the PDS, in that it has

equalised the consumption of a staple food, at the
same time, it points to the limits to using the PDS
in its present form to end food deprivation. Not
only has cereals consumption very likely reached
its desired level across the population but also it
constitutes only 10% of the average household’s
expenditure.

It is unreasonable, from considerations of both
logistics and expense, to expect that a
government can distribute the entire food basket
to any section. There is a middle path though,
and that is to expand the distribution of pulses
through the PDS. In a further comparison of the
consumption patterns at the two ends of the
distribution, we find that unlike in the case of the
cereals, the per capita consumption of pulses in
the 0%-5% fractile is exactly half of that in the
95%-100% fractile.

Pulses consumption

The PDS can be leveraged to equalise the primary
food consumption across the population. The
expansion of the PDS to ensure desirable levels of
consumption of pulses — for many Indians, the
only source of protein and a very costly food item
— is both desirable and feasible. The financial
aspect can be addressed by restructuring the
PDS. The per capita consumption of rice and
wheat in the 0%-5% fractile implies that the PDS
entitlement of rice and wheat is well above what
is necessary for a significant number.

Expanding the subsidy regime to supply cereal
to 80 crore people, as done by the central
government in January 2024 and the particularly
large entitlement of rice given to those below the
poverty line in some States, do not reflect need.
Also, they come at a cost to the economy, given
the alternative uses of public funds. Trimming the
current entitlement of cereals to levels indicated
as needed by the recent consumption survey at
the lower end of the distribution and eliminating
it altogether at the upper end would also require
lower stocking requirements for the Food
Corporation of India, with substantial gains.

We have proposed an expansion of the PDS in
the direction of the food most needed by the least
well-off, namely pulses, accompanied by the
elimination of subsidies for those whose food
consumption exceeds a reasonable norm, such as
two thalis a day. Right now, the PDS is both
unwieldy and ineffective, as it spreads resources
thin. Our proposal will render it compact,
enabling the equalisation of primary food
consumption in India by raising that of the
poorest household to the highest level observed
in the economy, a globally significant outcome.

Equalising primary food consumption in India

HRA H IrITAF G ITHT T FATT HIAT

Poverty Estimates and Household Consumption Survey

Yl T AT A A IUT FaT0T

e The publication, in February 2024, of a household consumption survey by the
National Sample Survey (NSS) Office, after a gap of over a decade, has made it
possible to estimate the poverty rate in India.

THRE! 2024 3 TSERT AHAT TSETOT (NSS) FIATeIT GINT Ueh G2reh § 318 & 3l &
STe; BRo 3UHIIT FSETUT T TehIRIT HRT H IS ST T I AT ST HT &1l AT B |
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One such estimate, released by the World Bank in April 2025, has received the
most attention. It points to the poverty rate being very low by now.

VAT &Y Teh 3T, S frea e o ardter 2025 7 ST o, F we@ 31fRes e 3neni¥a
ferarm &1 71 ST T & b 31 Tk IS & 9§ FA &1 TS &

To quote the World Bank, “Over the past decade, India has significantly reduced
poverty. Extreme poverty (living on less than $2.15 per day) fell from 16.2 percent
in 2011-12 to 2.3 percent in 2022-23....” (‘Poverty and Equity Brief: INDIA’, 2025).

fareT d & ITAR, ‘ool a2 H HRA A IS T I &6 dh HA fhdT &1 IcaoF
T (T $2.15 wfAfesT & Fo WX Shasramge) 2011-12 & 16.2 gfaera & gea 2022-
23 H 2.3 9fAeAA T oS §....” (TR IR FATATT TET: HRA', 2025) |

If this is indeed an accurate description, it would be a source of satisfaction, for it
suggests that extreme poverty has virtually disappeared from the country.

I Ig aEad A T U &, A Tg TV ST SHRUT 21T, Fifeh Ig eRiiar g frer @
37T Teres IS SIS AT 8T TS B

The ‘thali meal’ as a consumption metric

‘gTelY HiTer 3UHT AfeH F T H

The conventional approach to poverty measurement, pioneered by the Government
of India over half a century ago, entails first determining the income that would
enable food intake of a specified calorific value, and then classifying those with less
as poor.

I AT o IRAR iSeehivT, FSRHehT Ye3TTel R TR o el T @ 3ifeeh gget
1 &Y, 7 Ugel 39 31T & [UROT e A & forad ffése ey A1 arer Aietet
YT 81 Heh, 3R T Toteteh U S8E & &1 3o IR o &9 H Fafichel |

This is a physiological approach, and has some merit. But there could be other
approaches, based on the consumption of goods, for instance.

I U AN eI & 3N $HA F& Heed ©| Afhet 3o gfSeapion s gl wahd &,
S T a&g3iT & 3sler oX 3T |

One such approach would recognise that humans are likely to approach food from an
angle wider than just its calorie content, taking into account the energy it provides,
nourishment, and the satisfaction it gives.

UHT &1 Teh GSCHIVT TG AT ST Toh HeJST HISTeT ohl dhalel IHeT Shoi T HTHIN @
318 ST gfSehIoT A ST &, TSa# ag &Y 918 ST, 99T 3R FfSe S eareT A

W@l
We believe the thali meal reflects this thinking, making it a natural choice to measure
food consumption in real terms.

GHRT AT & T ATelt 31Tt 50 AT 1 &1 &, [ad Ig aredfdess §9 7 @y
3UHNRT & AT I Ueh EGTHATTI fdhed deT SI1aT ¢

As a combination of carbohydrates, protein and vitamins, the thali is a balanced
and self-contained unit of food consumption in South Asia, even if the nomenclature
may vary across it.

FIefgrsse, MET iR faer@e & HaleT & &9 #, grelY gfavor vfim & ve dield 3R
Fa-fAfeaT TeT ITHRT SHIS &, el &1 SHHT ATH JTT-37619T STITET IX 3719 g1 Tl gl

With this in mind, we have estimated the number of thalis the monthly expenditure
reported in the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey of 2024 would
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translate into.
U ST H TG §U, §HA AT ST & o 2024 3 o] 39T S wfaor A &
AT @ ThdelT arfaraY 7 scor Tehar 1

The rating agency, Crisil, has estimated the cost of a home-cooked thali, comprising
rice, dal, vegetables, roti, curd and salad, as ¥30.

T voie RS o B W &) ATl 1 HiAd, forget Trad, areT, Fealt, VT, 281 3K
HlTE, QA 8, T30 3TThr g1

Adopting this price, we found that in 2023-24, up to 50% of the rural population and
up to 20% of the urban population could not have afforded two thalis per day at the
food expenditure recorded.

S AT BT 3R, g ITT ok 2023-24 F, Fr#ior 3METEY F71 50% oo 377 A d
HTETET HT 20% T o Wed T W FfAeeT e ATell dg 78t I Tehet T |

If two thalis a day is taken as the minimum acceptable standard of food consumption,
our estimates point to much greater food deprivation in India than conveyed by the
poverty figures from the World Bank.

I wfafes ar enfort st @rear 3useT &1 Fgaa THFERT AT AT ST, af §AR
37T faRT dF CarT T 1w TN 31TehsT & el Ik WieH 3781 hl HX Hehel dhlcl
gl
A crucial reason why our findings differ is that we do not assume that all of a
household’s income is available for spending on food.

gHAR TSR & et Glel o1 Teh AGcaUT HRUT TG o Toh &H g HIeTehd o161 doidl Toh
ARER & G 3T $YTel TR @ el o Tl 3ueretr &

A household needs to spend on rent, transportation, telephony, health
maintenance and education to just remain in the workforce.

forelt TRAR T Shaet FRIE 7 g W@ & fov faran, aRagst, EER, FareeT dwsra

3R raT o @ e g=ar B

Now, expenditure on food ends up as the residual. Therefore, we have based our
estimates on the actual expenditure on food.

aa,aﬂa?rwm‘rmamg}rrm%l SHTAIT, §H 3191 AT ToTel T aRecideh

T & ITUR WEAT g |

It tends to be assumed that the Public Distribution System (PDS) deals effectively
with food deprivation.

Ig Al forar STar & for ardifas Rawor yorrell (PDS) Tiey 311 § IHTET &1 &
e 81

To assess this, we have computed the value of food consumption including the
imputed value of supplies received via the PDS — both purchased and free of cost.

SHERT 3Tehele] el & [oIU, §He TIGY SUHIIT I Hed A0 FohaT §, TSI PDS & el
3Mfet T ITATTAT Hed — TTe @eT 14T &1 AT 1o — AT &

With the value of consumption thus adjusted, the proportion of the population that
cannot afford two thalis declines to 40% in rural areas and 10% in urban areas.

3YHIIT Hod ol SH TehR FATIISI el W, & ATell d6T w161 e Tl dTell STTHEAT hl
37T FATHIOT 85T A 40% 3R et &=t A 10% g1 S |
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Notably, food deprivation remains very high in the former even with subsidised food.

3eeiEeid & foh AfeHEY aTel HIste o STasyg, ATHIOT &3 7 Wie 31T gl 37T selr
@ &

The role of PDS
drfew A s

To understand how the PDS can be leveraged to alleviate food deprivation, we
estimated the subsidy per person across expenditure classes.

g THASTA & folT Tob TISITH T 3UART WIGH AT 1 hA ol o ol Hd foham 5T
Hhell 8, G 54T FIIT & IITHR it SATehe] ATHST T IeTHT SHIAT|

What is interesting is that both PDS purchases and free food availed of by sections
of the population that can afford more than two thalis a day are high.

feerareT a1 78 8 o didiew @die 3R Ao $YSTeT 37 3aTET & RET earT off 3ifern
AT o1 ST 38T ¢ i foet 3 & arel & 38 a7 < Thdt &1

For instance, in rural India, the subsidy received by an individual in the 90%-95%
fractile is 88% of the subsidy received by an individual in 0%-5% fractile, even as
the first has a consumption expenditure more than three times greater, and
going by our thali index does not require further support.

3ETEY0T & foIT, ITHT HRT &, 90%-95% Shaese & U afad & [Hola arell @fegs),
0%-5% SareTger # AT ol [Relel arell HfHsY T 88% &, STafeh Tgel Tl 547 elieT I[=TT
8+ ¢, 3R gAR YTell S350 o 3TAR 38 AR FASH T 3TaegehcT w781 8|

By contrast, in urban India, the subsidy regime is strongly progressive.

g TauId, A AR H HiCHS! STTEAT HIhT FeTTdATeT Bl

But here too about 80% receive subsidised sales from the PDS and also free food,
even when they too can afford more than two thalis per day.

ifehet 8T oY STITHIT 80% olleT RETH § HiewsT uR Toshr 3R HFT $HIsfeT TTeed 1 o,
St o off foeT & &Y Urelt @ 311 g7 F T &

Based on the data on food deprivation and the structuring of the food subsidy
regime we make a proposal on how policy should evolve.

I HHTT 3R WIeT WeHsSY SITEAT hl AT I IR 317ehs] & §HA Al

e W Teh g&dTa T o

This data point to what needs to be done and how it can be achieved.

g 31Tehs IdTd & o T T STeTT TR 31 Ig e g1fer fonam S AT B

First, there is scope for restructuring the food subsidy, raising it at the lower end of
the distribution and eliminating it altogether at the upper.

HH U5, Wed WIHSY & eTetaet &l HHTTeTT &, 3 fAaror & fo¥erel ©R 9T Serr s
Hhell § 3R FRT BR 9 G e FAT [T ST HehelT B |

However, we learn from the most recent consumption survey that there is a
constraint to be faced: cereals consumption is almost identical for individuals in the
0%-5% fractile and the 95%-100% fractile.

gTenifeh, g gIferaT IS IET AaTor & UaT ToidT & foh Ueh STHT §: 37eTTeT dhf @Id 0%-5%
therersd 31X 95%-100% thaeTser & cafadal & foIT STeTeeT GHA &1

This suggests that the desired level of consumption of cereals, both rice and wheat,

has been reached, for the richest can afford to purchase all the cereals that they
desire.
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Ig Tehel ST § Toh 3raTer (TTael R g At S ST U FT TR Fred R Forar arm
g, Fifeh T =it T 37Tt T, Thl & ST I TR &8

While it points to the success of the PDS, in that it has equalised the consumption of

a staple food, at the same time, it points to the limits to using the PDS in its present
form to end food deprivation.

I5 NEew T AheTar HT 3R SN FAT &, FA1Th ST Toh 7T T Tard & @ad
I SR AT &, dfereT @1 &) I8 adA 9 & NEew Hr FaAmi & o cfar g 6 I8

WICT 3THTT T THATC sT6] I GehdT|
Not only has cereals consumption very likely reached its desired level across the
population but also it constitutes only 10% of the average household’s expenditure.

5T Shalol 3eTTST Y WA o P SAAEEAT H TS TR Ao X Tordm & afosh T8 3ad &
& T T haoT 10% & &

It is unreasonable, from considerations of both logistics and expense, to expect that
a government can distribute the entire food basket to any section.

IE ICATEING &, alell Alieead 3R T & gISchIvT /, TG 371G BT o THR
T @i R R 39 Y faaRa & ded 81

There is a middle path though, and that is to expand the distribution of pulses
through the PDS.

gTolifor U 7T AT 8, 3 a8 & NEAvy & At T gralt & [Faor &1 [{Ear a3

In a further comparison of the consumption patterns at the two ends of the
distribution, we find that unlike in the case of the cereals, the per capita consumption
of pulses in the 0%-5% fractile is exactly half of that in the 95%-100% fractile.

feROT o Sl BR TR T o YeeT T 3T hT Jolell H, G Tl Telcll § Toh 3ttt &
faadid, 0%-5% haeTser # gl 1 Yicl cafed @ad 95%-100% haerser <l Jefell A
8ep el 1

Pulses consumption

ACIKIRCRG

The PDS can be leveraged to equalise the primary food consumption across the
population.

ST 7 ST I TSTET H JrAfAh Wed U Y SRTE A o T fhar ST Feper
gl

The expansion of the PDS to ensure desirable levels of consumption of pulses — for
many Indians, the only source of protein and a very costly food item — is both
desirable and feasible.

fEeH 1 FAEAR 7 grelt T aifed @ud ARead w — 3t 8 AR & foaw
mwwmﬁ?qu FGI WieT Iard § — o= 3R THa gl ¢ |

The financial aspect can be addressed by restructuring the PDS.

faeier ae ! fistew & Yetetast & Halfera fomam ST HehelT &1

The per capita consumption of rice and wheat in the 0%-5% fractile implies that the
PDS entitlement of rice and wheat is well above what is necessary for a significant
number.

0%-5% ShereTsel 3 araer 3R A 1 9 i T Ig gicl ¢ T fdiew srfrawr
Aol 3R A T Teh T3T HEAT & AT 3MaeTeh TR A FHIhr 31 2|
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Expanding the subsidy regime to supply cereal to 80 crore people, as done by the
central government in January 2024, and the particularly large entitlement of rice
given to those below the poverty line in some States, do not reflect need.

STeTaiY 2024 # g FHR AT U 91T 3TAR, 80 FAS AWIT T JeATeT T ITYfet &
foIT afeqs) caaeun &I faEaR 3R Fo Tt 7 T 16T § o1 areil S °rae # faey
FY J 937 1SR USTeT T, 3TTHdT ol e RId 8T shidT|

Also, they come at a cost to the economy, given the alternative uses of public funds.
% 3TCIT, & 3TICITEAT W AT STold o, FIiTh ATdeiioleh €eT & Johieddh 3TINT &Y
o &

Trimming the current entitlement of cereals to levels indicated as needed by the
recent consumption survey at the lower end of the distribution and eliminating it
altogether at the upper end would also require lower stocking requirements for the
Food Corporation of India, with substantial gains.

g 3TSHYET WIRTOT CaRT GRATT AT FAU b TIAOT o Tol<iel BR IR TAATH IHeATor
HTAFR 1 A AT 3R I B T H [ g TATC e, HRAT Gied AT &
forT SRUT TaThd3it 1 ¢t et amam, frad giea omet glem|

We have proposed an expansion of the PDS in the direction of the food most needed
by the least well-off, namely pulses, accompanied by the elimination of subsidies for
those whose food consumption exceeds a reasonable norm, such as two thalis a
day.

g 8w 1 faeaR 3 @iy uerf & 3R el & YT @I ¢ orerehr aad
HHGR T P TEY ITH HTTThdT &, AT g1, 3R a1 & 3 lent & forw afeasT

PI HTCT AT To¥eTeh @O Ueh 3T AT, S foa & aY grel), & 310+ g1
Right now, the PDS is both unwieldy and ineffective, as it spreads resources thin.
37eft, e ST 3R 3wy St &, i I8 AT S 9deT herlar g1

Our proposal will render it compact, enabling the equalisation of primary food
consumption in India by raising that of the poorest household to the highest level
observed in the economy, a globally significant outcome.

FHRT FETd S8 FHI TAT0T, Tl R H TTATHeh Wied T T HATARLOT HH
BT, INTTH R Y 31TaEAT A 2@ 91T 3TIdH T doh 3019, Sl Ueh aRgs T &

Ageaqut TR |

Page43

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patriotic

| PARLEY ]

arlier this month, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi concluded his
much-anticipated visit to China. Mr.
Modi attended the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit and
also held talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping
on the sidelines of the summit. The two leaders
decided to restart bilateral trade and air
connectivity, and underlined the importance of
peace and tranquility along the border. These
decisions were significant as they were made
five years after the deadly border clashes
between the two neighbours in the Galwan
Valley in Ladakh; and months after India
launched Operation Sindoor against Pakistan (at
the time, China supported the Pakistani military
forces). Both leaders reaffirmed that the two
countries were “development partners and not
rivals, and their differences should not turn to
disputes,” the Ministry of External Affairs said in
a statement after the meeting. Should India
overlook boundary issues while normalising ties
with China? Vivek Katju and Antara Ghosal
Singh discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Kallol Bhattacherjee. Excerpts:

Is it possible for India to normalise ties with
China without resolving the boundary issue?

Vivek Katju: In 1988, during Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to China, India and China
decided to normalise ties in other sectors even
as they attempted to resolve the border issue. In
a way, this constituted a departure from the
past. The crucial point was that peace and
tranquility had to be maintained along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC). While India wanted the
border issue to be resolved (as part of
normalising ties), China was more reluctant to
do so (and wanted to set the issue aside for the
time being). In the 1990s too, both countries
agreed to maintain peace and tranquility (along
the LAC). In 2020, the Galwan incident, which
demonstrated China’s aggressive approach,
upset this arrangement. That didn’t mean that
there weren’t previous incidents which
constituted serious setbacks to the
normalisation process, but those paled in
comparison to what happened in 2020. In the
last five years, both sides, through diplomatic
and military arrangements, have tried to restore
the system that prevailed in the 1990s. So, when
you ask whether the border issue is holding us
back, 1 think we had moved past that in 1988 and
in the 1990s. And one last point: if you see the
Indian and Chinese readouts of the Modi-Xi
Jinping meeting at the SCO margins, you will
find a distinct difference in how the two sides
describe the salience of the border issue.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands
during a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation summit in Tianjin. AFP

Antara Ghosal Singh: My understanding is that
it is not an either-or situation. The overall
positive turn in China-India ties is not really a
sudden development or a knee-jerk reaction to
the current turmoil in international politics or
the recent downturn in India-U.S. ties.
India-China relations have been showing signs of
improvement since early last year. Both sides
have been sending some positive signals towards
each other. As I gather from Chinese sources,
the 2024 Border Patrol Agreement was a key
icebreaker. Since the Galwan clash of 2020,
India has been consistently demanding that the
Chinese Army withdraw to the pre-April 2020
positions and restore India’s patrol rights in the
disputed areas. From that perspective, India
sees the restoration of patrolling points, even in
Demchok and Depsang, as a diplomatic victory.
Many Indian strategists have acknowledged this
fact. Importantly, the Chinese side feels that
they have not really suffered any loss in this
agreement because it is a border patrol
agreement and has nothing to do with the
demarcation of sovereignty. The agreement
means that two years after achieving
disengagement at four places through the
creation of non-patrolled buffer zones, now two
more places, as demanded by the Indian side,
are being disengaged through cross-patrolled
buffer zones. That is the Chinese understanding
from what I read.

Do you see a situation where the
normalisation of relations could be
disrupted by, say, a Galwan-2 in the distant
future?

VK: Of course, that will disrupt relations — and
disrupt them badly. In the Indian strategic
community, China now looms large. China has
always loomed large, but 1 think for historical

Despite all our differences, I have always
argued that good workable ties between
China and India are good for both sides.

ANTARA GHOSAL SINGH

reasons, Pakistan occupied a principal place.
But today, I do believe, despite Pakistani terror
and despite China’s consistent support for
Pakistan, there is a realisation that China is
India’s main threat and will continue to be so.
Now, there are new formulations that suggest
that India and China can be partners and not
rivals. What I understand is that China is
aspiring for primacy in the world. It no longer
considers India to be on par with it. It believes
that India is just another South Asian country it
has to deal with. If you see (Chinese Foreign
Minister) Wang Yi's remarks, after his meeting
with (Deputy Prime Minister of Pakistan) Ishaq
Dar, that part is made clear. A journalist noted
that Pakistan was the Minister’s final stop after
visiting three countries. Mr. Wang said it was the
final stop — and the most important one. That
speaks volumes.

There has been a shift in India’s appreciation
of China. But we cannot overlook the enormous
infrastructure development, especially in the
military area of the Tibetan Plateau. Why is this
being done? And what will that lead to? It will
lead to India having to spend a fair amount of its
own financial resources in ensuring that the LAC
infrastructure is fortified and that the LAC is well
garrisoned throughout the year. I think that is
also a Chinese objective.

1don’t think it will be wrong for me to say that
China shows no interest in really resolving the
border issue. Yes, the special representatives are
going to meet, but are they going to make any
headway? What does the history of the last 30
years show? And why did Galwan happen? No
one has been able to come up with an
authoritative reason for why it happened.

AGS: If you look at Chinese sources, you will
find many theories (behind what prompted
China’s action in Galwan). The most popular one
is the dilution of Article 370 (of Jammu and
Kashmir; China protested against the move).
Another argument is the competition between
China and India in terms of manufacturing.It
was during COVID-19 that the first round of the
China-U.S. trade war took place and there was
this feeling on the Chinese side that India was
collaborating with the U.S. to take away China’s
position in the global supply chains. That caused
a lot of panic within Chinese strategic circles.
Ambassador Katju also mentioned that India is

often looked down upon by China; that is true.
For a long time, China has chosen to believe that
India is a retreating image in its rear view mirror.
But it was during that time in 2020 when they
started to realise that things can change and that
India, a country with 1.4 billion people, can be a
competitor. There is this weird ‘India is a threat’
theory. If you look at Chinese discussions on
various platforms, you can see how they are
concerned about India’s economic growth and
India’s demographic dividend, particularly at a
time when China is facing a population crisis.
There is also a prevailing mood in China that it
should not let Chinese industries invest in India;
that it should impose various export controls;
and that it should not let India develop and be a
competitor to China. So, there is a change in
perception within China as well, on the India
issue. All these insecurities played a role in what
happened in 2020.

Can the two tracks of the normalisation of
India-China relations, and China’s plans for
South Asia, as seen in the recent Kunming
trilateral featuring Pakistan, China and
Bangladesh, be in harmony with each other?

VK: Of course not. I have reached the
conclusion that China believes that India, if not
now, then in later years, can be a rival and that it
must be tackled. The way China is moving in
South Asia establishes that too. Earlier, they
were entering into bilateral ties. Now there are
trilateral mechanisms. There is an Afghanistan,
Pakistan, China mechanism. They are trying for
a Bangladesh, Pakistan, China mechanism.
Soon, I think they would want a mechanism
involving all South Asian countries, including us.
They will know that we might not take part in it.

AGS: They have their cards against us and we
have our cards against them. But despite all our
differences, I have always argued that good
workable ties between China and India are good
for both sides. We are aware of China's
manufacturing prowess and how dependent
India and the world is on Chinese
manufacturing. The Economic Survey 2024-25
highlighted China’s overwhelming
manufacturing dominance in various sectors,
including electric vehicles and critical minerals.
1t also stated how China’s overall manufacturing
output, which is nearly 45% of the global total, is
at a level never seen before since the U.S.'s or the
U.K.s at their industrial peak.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

Should India overlook boundary issues while normalising
ties with China?

FIT AR I el F W G AAT FIQ TAT HAT Faredt Fqeal
(boundary issues) I FSII3ETST HAT AMET?

e Earlier this month, Prime Minister Narendra Modi concluded his much-anticipated
visit to China.

S AL T YT H, T HAl 71 AN o 37l Tgocifarcd Het Fmm o |
e Mr. Modi attended the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit and

also held talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the summit.

2t AET ¥ AETE TFIART IS (SCO) @R FFAe 7 9197 foram 3R Rex aFaaaT &

aRreT =l Trseafa ot fo=rfier & oft ara=ha &
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e The two leaders decided to restart bilateral trade and air connectivity, and
underlined the importance of peace and tranquility along the border.

alel A3t F gfaraiir SR 3 g7 WS HY GoT: YE FIA DT HAOT forar IR W
9T nif 3R e & Fgca & ¥@ifehd foa

e These decisions were significant as they were made five years after the deadly
border clashes in the Galwan Valley in Ladakh; and months after India launched
Operation Sindoor against Pakistan (at the time, China supported the Pakistani
military forces).

4 fAuT AgeaquT A i Ig e & Ieare °rd) # arae HAT S5l & Ui |rer
a1 AT 10 &; 3R R @R ATfehEcTet & fEeT 3iToRer gy & e & Fo A
91E (38 THY, AT o qTfehediaT T o7 T forar )|

o Both leaders reaffirmed that the two countries were “development partners and not
rivals, and their differences should not turn to disputes”, the Ministry of
External Affairs said in a statement after the meeting.

Gt AT o Gl fof ST &1 “Faepra 1eiigR &, witgged a1€, 31 3% Aasig
Rare & gt g TIffe”, So & a1 ALY HATT A TH 31 H FaT|

Is it possible for India to normalise ties with China without resolving the boundary
issue?

FAT AR Far AT 7 i gor B ey & AT Faer AT FT FFAT 82

o Vivek Katju: In 1988, during Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to China, India
and China decided to normalise ties in other sectors even as they attempted to
resolve the border issue.

fad% Fesy; 1988 , werrer 73l Trshia arieft oy =t AT & aNTe, AR 3R AT 7 3
8T 7 HY AT o o fAof foram, Safen o €T e 1 gl et o 9 o 3@
g

e The crucial point was that peace and tranquility had to be maintained along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC).

e fog I or o aweafas fag=or d@T (LAC) o nifer 3ikt R sieire Tt 2

e While India wanted the border issue to be resolved (as part of normalising ties),
China was more reluctant to do so (and wanted to set the issue aside for the time
being).

STeT Rl =TT AT foh HAT HGET &l 81 (HH AT &l o (66 o &9 H), el 58
Il H 31T Tgaferar @1 a1 (3R 38 3R &9 § 37671 T@AT I1gdT 1)

e Inthe 1990s, both countries agreed to maintain peace and tranquility along the
LAC.

1990 F 2 H, &I 20T o LAC R enifa 31X Feuwar s«iw @« ) ggafa sasa

¢ In 2020, the Galwan incident, which demonstrated China’s aggressive approach,
upset this arrangement.

2020 #, reaTe T, [SHe et & AT gfCeHIOT i ATIT, SH cHGEAT I TTeId
T feam|

e Inthe last five years, both sides, through diplomatic and military arrangements,
have tried to restore the system that prevailed in the 1990s.

el are aul &, et gall o Feaifas iR Jer saaeymst & Arega 1990 F ars &
gafeld YOTTell i SgTel el ol TI fhaT |
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If you see the Indian and Chinese readouts of the Modi-Xi Jinping meeting at the
SCO margins, you will find a distinct difference in how the two sides describe the
salience of the border issue.

afe 39 SCO & TheAmsit X g8 -2t forafiar doe & sy 3k eh f=amse 2,
ar 39 i foh Gt vaT HAT FgE Y HgeaquIdaT hl 3T clish & afoid sl o |

Antara Ghosal Singh: The overall positive turn in China-India ties is not really a
sudden development or a knee-jerk reaction to recent geopolitical events.

T T g NT-9RT T8t & GHIT TPRIcHS AlS IEdd H IS 3T QAT
T BTl T TSt e T3 IR dedhlel TFafshaT 78 ¢ |

India-China relations have been showing signs of improvement since early last year.
HRA-eeT Taet 3 Rod af i e3ima @ GUR & F6hd G B 8

The 2024 Border Patrol Agreement was a key icebreaker.

2024 €A et AT Uk FHgeaqoT IRTAE Fherdr AT

Since the Galwan clash of 2020, India has been consistently demanding that the
Chinese Army withdraw to the pre-April 2020 positions and restore India’s patrol
rights in the disputed areas.

2020 Y IGTeT 339 & §1¢ I, TR PR HIT T &T ¢ o =t A= 3r8er 2020 &
g Y fufa 7 @it 31t Rariea &3 & 9Ra & medh 3rfRsR 5 seg1a =

India sees the restoration of patrolling points, even in Demchok and Depsang, as
a diplomatic victory.

AR Sarate A 3 # of arech g3t v TeTell 1 U Fesifas Therdr & &9 H
Crenifd

The Chinese side feels that they have not suffered any loss, as it is a border patrol
agreement and has nothing to do with the demarcation of sovereignty.

el 98T T AT & ToF Ioo aﬂéaﬁ‘a@fgﬁ Fifer Ig U WAT el gHstlar § 3k
S WIS HAHR & & HURT & HIE 12T 787 &

Two more places, as demanded by the Indian side, are being disengaged through
cross-patrolled buffer zones, after achieving disengagement at four places
through non-patrolled buffer zones.

aY 3R TuTeT, SHET TR TR weT o AT fhar §, 308 -3 a9 e & AregH 4
37137 T ST TET &, IR T WX -l 6T ST & ATETH & 37e911d 9T el &
CIA

Potential Disruptions in India-China Relations

AR - i) H TATRT sTTeTeT

Question: Do you see a situation where the normalisation of relations could be
disrupted by, say, a Galwan-2 in the distant future?

T9sT: T 37T VY AT @A & STt Gt & ATATRNSOT 1, 3ETEX0T & fog, oS &

T2 T ST Far ST ahar g?

Vivek Katju (VK): Of course, that will disrupt relations — and disrupt them badly.
fad® Fes (VK): AR &7 @, a8 gaut 7 fraes g — 3k ik w0 & wanfaa
gl |

In the Indian strategic community, China now looms large. China has always
loomed large, but historically, Pakistan occupied a principal place.
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R Wrehifore Wogera #, et 37 9@ TR & &7 # 38T ST §| e gaem 37 2,
Afehet UAGTA &9 @, IIFREATT o JHG TUTT 1@

Today, despite Pakistani terror and China’s consistent support for Pakistan,
there is a realisation that China is India’s main threat and will continue to be so.

31T, aifahedTel ATaearg 3 e & aiferedre & 9fa senaR ¥#7de & a199]g, I8
ST §e1 375 ¢ 3 AT R 7 ATT TR & 31 a7 & @am

There are new formulations that suggest India and China can be partners and not
rivals.

T A 941 ¢ o R AR AT #eiER 8 a9t §, Tiagagdr wei|

China is aspiring for primacy in the world and no longer considers India to be on
par with it.

et fed # wererdr Urgdr & 3R 319 R Sl 3% aEy 7d AT

China believes that India is just another South Asian country it has to deal with.

T T ATTAT § oh AR el fayor vfAATE ot & & v qor g, o gd 38 Auear gl

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s remarks after meeting Pakistani Deputy PM
Ishaq Dar clarify this perception.

et farder il ater Y 1 wrfereart 3T wuTersE §ATH SR F FHATHIT & TG I
o fOTaT 5 YRUT T TISE FIAT 6 |

There has been a shift in India’s appreciation of China, but India cannot overlook

the enormous infrastructure development, especially in the military area of the
Tibetan Plateau.

AR F et ohr TRTEAT H R 37T &, oifehet 3T fermer gforandY e & e,
Y T & fAsacl Tor & A7 817 F1 31A@T 78T I TehdT|

India will have to spend significant financial resources to ensure that the LAC
infrastructure is fortified and well garrisoned throughout the year, which is also a
Chinese objective.

3R T g farelir WHTYeT T it glet ciifeh LAC qfarandl gt #oiqd 3R R a9
FRFRYe T o W, S o v et sedea o ¥

China shows no interest in really resolving the border issue.

e T HIAT FGET IRTd H g T A F§ Rreraedt 781 ¢

Special representatives are meeting, but history of the last 30 years shows limited
progress, and the reason for Galwan 2020 remains authoritative unclear.

faay gfafafer e 1@ €, Afere oot 30 ast 1 sfagra @ifAa yerfa feararg, 3i
IreTaTeT 2020 % HROT Y HfAFT T { TISC T ohar AT |

Antara Ghosal Singh (AGS): Chinese sources provide many theories behind
China’s action in Galwan.

IR OTer fAE (AGS): el AT rerarer & <ot Y FRATS & NS g et FEddl
ARl

Most popular theory: Dilution of Article 370 of Jammu and Kashmir, which China
protested.

FY e [Aetia: S AR FAR & qedq 370 FT adeT g, o d Wi
farer feam|

Another argument: Competition between China and India in manufacturing.

g@r e favator & 3 <fier i s & e fareaed)
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During COVID-19, the first round of China-U.S. trade war happened; Chinese felt
India was collaborating with U.S. to take away China’s position in global supply
chains, causing panic in Chinese strategic circles.

COVID-19 & gRTl, HeT-3AARHT AR Fger 1 Tgelt &R g31T; Aol Heqd ¢ I
AR ARG & |1 wgdier e et 1 IRgew Imqfet sj@ar 7 FEufd St S wifver
FX BT &, Foraa == Toreifasacs #’Wgél
Ambassador Katju noted that India is often looked down upon by China, which has
historical roots.

TTSIGd Fea] o T foh R i 3FaR AT g@rT sirar &@T siren §, orae v fas

FROTR
China believed India was a retreating image, but in 2020, realisation arose that
India, with 1.4 billion people, can be a competitor.

zﬁamammﬁ:mwmgaaﬁgéaﬁ%, SifcheT 2020 # g FHST 31T T 1.4
3T T T 9 T Wfcieded aF Tehall o

There is a theory: “India is a threat” in Chinese discussions.

T AT §: “oTRd Teh TeRT &7 el T3t |

China is concerned about India’s economic growth and demographic dividend,
especially during China’s population crisis.

et HR 1 AT gefer 31 FAHEIRIT ant Al oo A 8, RATTTa AT &
SAAGEHT GHe & AT |

Prevailing mood in China: Restrict Chinese industries investing in India, impose
export controls, prevent India from developing into a competitor.

et 7 gaferd AAgh: TR 31 st 3e@t 1 fAder e, i @=r=or oy #3,
3R HRT I gfag@edt defet § ket |

These insecurities contributed to what happened in 2020.

A AT 2020 # g5 T3 & FTere FHA 8

Harmony between India-China Normalisation and China’s South Asia Plans

HRT-HeT Gt & FARNFT 3 Der Y ZfRror ofdrr FeanEt § 7 aeEeer

Question: Can the two tracks of the normalisation of India-China relations, and
China’s plans for South Asia, as seen in the recent Kunming trilateral featuring
Pakistan, China and Bangladesh, be in harmony with each other?

URaT: T TRA-leT Tl & WHATEAIHIOT 3R i Fr gfaror vfdrar Qsemst, sar 5
gltoraT Farfaiar fAafir dow & arfhedrer, et 3R Sivereer & e & a1, 39 &
AIHSTEAYOT &1 Hehl g2

Vivek Katju (VK): Of course not. China believes that India, if not now, then in later
years, can be a rival and must be tackled.

fad% Fes (VK): [ARad &7 8 71871 et Arvar & 7 o, afe 3nef 78, ar swfasa &
T gidgagd! ao ahdT ¢ 3R 58 fuerr s aifge)

China’s movement in South Asia establishes this. Earlier, they focused on bilateral
ties, now trilateral mechanisms are being created.

efavor vRrar & =y arfafaftrar 58 anad il &1 9o 9 gfagaii Jeut W e
S &, 39 Ruafiw ag g SR B
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There is an Afghanistan-Pakistan-China mechanism and an effort for a
Bangladesh-Pakistan-China mechanism.

TS JAPINfATATA-GIIFETA-ANT dF ¢ 3R T Feaeer-aferTaa-aid a9 & v =
RG]

Soon, China may aim for a mechanism involving all South Asian countries,
including India, knowing India might not take part.

ST, &1, eT waiY gfaror vRars e o1 enfAer s arelm a7 arear &, fowe sRa ot

Qm%,wmgu%memwﬁmam

Antara Ghosal Singh (AGS): Both sides have cards against each other, but good
workable ties between China and India are beneficial for both sides.

3T BT fAE (AGS): Gl Tail & I Ueh-gaR & [T #18 §, et et 3R sRa
& g IS vl Fae alAT gait & forw wrgHe &1

India and the world are dependent on Chinese manufacturing, and China’s
manufacturing prowess is well recognised.

AR 3R gforam et frator o3 farsix 8, 31k <t & favaator aera et avg A

gred gl

Economic Survey 2024-25 highlighted China’s overwhelming manufacturing
dominance, including electric vehicles and critical minerals.

3T wefaTor 2024-25 A =T i gerraerel AT YT I ISR oA I, fSHA
gofarees argel 3R Ageaqut @ferer enfAd &1

China’s overall manufacturing output, nearly 45% of global total, is at a level
unseen since the industrial peak of U.S. or U.K.

e T FeT TARTOT ScTEe, oTamsHer 45% AT Fel, .07, A LF. F @ R
& a1g FfT T @ T T B
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Why did India condemn Doha strike?

How does Indias reaction differ from its past responses? Why is Qatar treated differently from other countries? What role do India-Qatar ties play? Why has India

stayed largely silent on Gaza? What does this mean for India’'s West Asia policy?

EXPLAINER
Suhasini Haidar

The story so far:
ndia’s condemnation of Israel’s
bombing in Doha last week as a
“violation of sovereignty” is a shift
from its more muted positions on
previous Israeli operations in other
countries, leading some to wonder if
there’s a larger change in New Delhi’s
stand on the crisis in West Asia. However,
experts said that while the strong wording
of the statement denotes growing distress
over mounting civilian casualties in the
war in Gaza, India’s intervention has
more to do with its close ties with Qatar
and the Gulf region than with an assertion
of principles of sovereignty and territorial
integrity. This has become particularly
important, given New Delhi’s concerns
over the Saudi-Pakistan mutual defence
agreement signed in Riyadh on
Wednesday.

Why did India criticise the Doha
strike?

On September 16, India referred to the
Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) bombing on
September 9 of a home in Doha where
leaders of Hamas gathered to discuss the
United States’ latest ceasefire proposal, as
actions that “threaten peace, stability and
security” in the region and worldwide.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu defended the strike, which
killed five, saying that it was “justified” as
Qatar “harbours and funds” Hamas
operatives.

“India is deeply concerned about the
recent attacks in Doha and their impact
on the security situation in the region. We
unequivocally condemn the violation of
the sovereignty of Qatar,” said India’s
Ambassador to the UN Mission in Geneva
Arindam Bagchi, speaking at the UN
Human Rights Council, also invoking the
UN charter and international law.

“Any escalation must be avoided, and
respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of States must be upheld,” Mr.
Bagchi added, in a statement that built on
an earlier statement by the Ministry of

Adamaged building, following an Israeli attack on Hamas leaders, in Doha, on September 9. REUTERS

External Affairs, and another statement
issued after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamin
Bin Hamad Al Thani on September 10,
expressing “solidarity with the Qatari
people”.

How does this differ from India’s past
reactions?

The statements are in stark contrast to
New Delhi’s reactions to Israel’s bombings
of several other countries in the region,
including Lebanon, Yemen, Tunisia,
Syria, and Iran.

When Israel bombed the Iranian
Embassy in Damascus last April, the MEA
had expressed some “concern”, as it had
when Israeli forces attacked a UN
Peacekeeping post in southern Lebanon,
but remained largely silent over other
Israeli attacks on other countries. When
Israeli intelligence detonated hundreds of
pager bombs against Hezbollah in Beirut
in September 2024, Indian Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi called the
operation a “masterstroke”. On Iran — a
country with close ties with India and
where investments such as the Chabahar
port are at stake — the government’s
reactions have been more puzzling. In
June, India called for dialogue after Israeli

and U.S. strikes on Iranian nuclear
facilities, which Iran responded to.
However, New Delhi disassociated from a
statement issued by the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) days
later, which condemned the strikes on
Iran. In a subsequent flip-flop, India
signed on to the SCO joint declaration on
September 1 that “condemned” Israel and
the U.S. for the June strikes.

Why is Qatar treated differently?
“India’s ties with the other countries
mentioned are not the same as ties with
Qatar, with its large Indian diaspora and
personal relations at the highest levels
between PM Modi and the Qatari Emir,”
explained former Ambassador to the UAE
and Egypt, Navdeep Suri. “Eventually, in
an age of ‘transactionalism’, this is not as
much about values and principles as
about the bilateral relationship with each
of these countries, including Israel,” he
told The Hindu.

The MEA declined to respond to a
question from The Hindu on why the
Modi government has taken conflicting
positions on the issue. Experts said a
number of reasons explained the varied
statements, from geopolitical to regional
and bilateral. According to former

Why did India condemn Doha strike?
HRJ A 38T §Ae (Doha strike) &Y faer Fat #r?

e India’s condemnation of Israel’s bombing in Doha last week as a “violation of
sovereignty” is a shift from its more muted positions on previous Israeli operations
in other countries.

el §ohct ST H SoRTI ST hl THARY T “WHIHAT FHT Jeeltleal” Thgehl R I foiel, 31T
SRt H SR & TSl AAATH TN HRA & MTAYT T€ & UF 964 ¢ |

e This has led some to wonder if there’s a larger change in New Delhi’s stand on the
crisis in West Asia.

S HT o1 T @ & Tob 7 a1 Reelt 1 aiRsr Tl Tehe W 7@ o3 TR R deel

AT EI

Ambassador and author of West Asia at
War, Talmiz Ahmad, India’s response to
the attack on Qatar had “no larger
strategic purpose” but focused on Qatar
being a “crucial supplier of gas”.

He also pointed out that Israel’s attack
on Qatar had put Gulf countries that
house U.S. military bases and count on
the U.S. to guarantee security “on notice”,
indicating a “fundamental geopolitical
shift in the region”, which India may need
to take note of.

“The message Israel has given is that
every Arab country, every Gulf country, is
within their target zone and put them all
on notice. Israel has now ended the
process of normalisation and made it
clear that ties with other West Asian
countries are not a priority over its
operations. Thirdly, Israel has shown that
the U.S. is no longer a guarantor of
security for these GCC countries,” Mr.
Ahmad said, speaking at a seminar
organised by the India-America
Friendship Association on Tuesday.

The alarm among Gulf countries was
visible at an emergency joint session of
the Arab League and the Organisation for
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) conference in
Doha this week, which condemned
Israel’s actions, even as the Gulf
Cooperation Council committed to
building a “joint defence mechanism” to
deal with future threats.

What does this mean for India’s
broader West Asia policy?

In addition, experts said India’s silence on
Gaza — where more than 65,000 have
been killed, including at least 20,000
children, in Israel’s incessant
bombardment of Gaza, including the
latest offensive against Gaza City — is
straining its ties with the Arab world. In a
rare response to media queries on August
27, the MEA called the killing of
journalists and civilians by the IDF
“shocking and deeply regrettable”. India
also voted in favour of a UNGA resolution
endorsing the two-state solution for
Palestine on September 12, indicating
that, despite the steadfast relationship
with Israel, the Modi government’s shifts
may indicate that it needs to factor in the
rest of the region as well.

THE GIST

v

India condemns Israel’s
bombing in Doha as a
‘violation of sovereignty’ and
expresses concern over
regional peace and security.

v

The strong stance reflects
India’s close ties with Qatar
and the Gulf region rather than
ashiftin principles on
sovereignty.

v

India’s silence on Gaza and
varied reactions to other Israeli
strikes show a careful
balancing of strategic, regional,
and bilateral interests.

o Experts say the strong wording reflects growing distress over mounting civilian
casualties in Gaza, but India’s intervention relates more to its close ties with Qatar
and the Gulf region than principles of sovereignty.
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fIATHAT T FgaAT & foF FOR UecTdel AT H Ted ARTRSE gdlgd! I dodr Rdar &
RITCT B, olfeheT HR T §ESTT 3feehat Faw AR @S &7 & Wy fovve waell @ S[1 8,
o o EY33cT o el 4|

This has become particularly important given New Delhi’'s concerns over the Saudi-
Pakistan mutual defence agreement signed in Riyadh on Wednesday.

I% AT §9 q AgeaquT g1 91 8, Fifeh 1§ eelt o aFdY-arfreareT 3ot Tam
m@é%aﬁﬁﬁw%ﬁﬁwaﬂmﬁmﬁﬁﬁ'@ﬂ

Why did India criticise the Doha strike?
TR o 18T TCISH Y ATATTT FIT HI?

On September 16, India referred to the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) bombing on
September 9 of a home in Doha where Hamas leaders gathered to discuss the U.S.
ceasefire proposal, calling it actions that “threaten peace, stability and security”.

16 e T AR 7 9 FAGET FT 1T & Ueh B T SoRITT 8T el (IDF) ST SHTRY
o1 STk R, STgT §T AT 3T 3Tl Werd 9¥aimg oY =l el & foIT veha g0
q, 38 O 1Y T i “enifer, FEuar R gran MR A s |

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu defended the strike, which killed five, saying it was
“justified” as Qatar “harbours and funds” Hamas operatives.

SRl TUTTHA ST ATATg 38 &l T S fohaT, SgH 99 JRT AR 91T,
3R g1 F I “Herd” AT FITh FaR GHT TR EeH FY 3T 3R g7 T ¢
India’s Ambassador to the UN Mission in Geneva Arindam Bagchi: “India is

deeply concerned about recent attacks in Doha and their impact on security. We
unequivocally condemn the violation of Qatar’s sovereignty.”

AR F Sfarar Pua agwa g e F terge 3Res aerh: o arer & grfean
gHe R SoTeh GI&TT I THTd & aR H g Fidl egerd Sl ¢ | 67 TI5C &9 § Fard $Y
HYHAT & Jeorde ¥ fHaT = &1

Any escalation must be avoided, and respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity must be upheld.

Ty of TR & sr=retr =g T, 31T wwsgar 3N sitnfars 3r@sar 1 §oAT 1T @
2IRY

Statement builds on earlier MEA statement and another after PM Modi spoke to
Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamin Bin Hamad Al Thani on September 10, expressing
solidarity with Qatari people.

TE AT Ygol fAe HAATeT (MEA) & §7T 3R qereias=h A & 10 RAdaw & FarY
AR AW affw 9 gaAg 31 el @ SradT & 16 TR 7T W IR 8, [Fad
FARY AT & WY Thofear cgard &l TS|

How does this differ from India’s past reactions?

R T o gfafranit & a8 F3 T g?
Statements contrast with India’s reactions to Israel’s bombings of Lebanon, Yemen,
Tunisia, Syria, and Iran. —
A ST AR T AeATeT, AT, T, WRAT 3R &1 7 SoRIe T TH7al | LN
o . Qo
gfafsramit & vyse AR fewma g1 &
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When Israel bombed Iranian Embassy in Damascus last April, MEA expressed
some “concern”, similarly when UN Peacekeeping post attacked in southern
Lebanon, but largely silent on others.

ST SoRIA o TSl 31del # g & Kl garary X SHaRT &1, af MEA 7 5
“fRIar’ cged $1, 34T g S f@oit et & UN Qﬁﬁr@mmwm'g’m CIET]
3T ATHA H HET T 4 I 87|

September 2024: Israeli intelligence detonated hundreds of pager bombs against

Hezbollah in Beirut; Indian Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi called it a
“masterstroke”.

Rdax 2024 7: 3T GHAT A A% 7 oelears & Bars dws o) a7
RrEwifea fre; s ST wog e 39 §faad) o 5 “HAREFF” Fell
On Iran, where India has close ties and investments like Chabahar port,
government reactions have been puzzling.

6T W, 5181 AR & e gar § 31T IR O S8 e § aar H vt
adel S T &

In June, India called for dialogue after Israeli and U.S. strikes on Iranian nuclear
facilities, which Iran responded to.

ST H, IR & §eAT 9RATo] et o1 goRmrer A 3ANFT & gl & o1 warg H
31dYer &, o geT StaTe s30T o |

India disassociated from SCO statement condemning strikes on Iran days later,
then later signed SCO joint declaration on September 1 condemning Israel and
U.S. for June strikes.

HRA = T foreT aTe; 1T I gael Y foAeT 7 arek SCO AT { T i 7ol
feram, 31k a1e # 1 Rdet F SCO FYaa BINo W &R [, fawe St gAdl & faw
o 31T AR Hr Her Hras)

Why is Qatar treated differently?
HAX & ATY HeT9T SYagR F41 a1 S1em 82

“India’s ties with the other countries mentioned are not the same as ties with Qatar,
with its large Indian diaspora and personal relations at the highest levels
between PM Modi and the Qatari Emir,” explained former Ambassador to the UAE
and Egypt, Navdeep Suri.

“$TRA & TEY 3T ool TQd 20T & TTY 3F 78] § oI HaT & Y §, ST8l 9o ARG
SRIEIRT & 3R Terretas i A1) 3K Sar 3R & 9 Soaad TR W afFaerd gae g,
UAE 3R &8 & qd Trefgd dadid Jft & S|

“‘Eventually, in an age of ‘transactionalism’, this is not as much about values and
principles as about the bilateral relationship with each of these countries, including
Israel,” he told The Hindu.

e, ‘TrARMTITH & 9T 7, Tg 31 Apa! I Rgyial & ar 7 7¢F &, T 5
o1 321 & T gfavair weul, s gorme off arfAc 8, FaR AR, 305l g Rg
S|

The MEA declined to respond to a question from The Hindu on why the Modi
government has taken conflicting positions on the issue.
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fader #are T (MEA) o1 & f8g & 38 92e 1 3tk 3ol § SR o 18T o AT TR &
3H Heg W Qe T& 3t o=

Experts said a number of reasons explain the varied statements, from geopolitical
to regional and bilateral.

eIt ¥ et foh 7 HROT § S Rl sam @ aesa 8, e gaeefas, ae
3 gRwafir swor anfAe &
According to former Ambassador and author of West Asia at War, Talmiz Ahmad,

India’s response to the attack on Qatar had “no larger strategic purpose” but
focused on Qatar being a “crucial supplier of gas”.

qd Tsigd AR West Asia at War & oi@e afedst 3HE & 360N, Fal W gHd W
R T SIRIHIT 7 “F T3T WIATAT 3587 ALY AT, ITH Tg R & “HEgdqor A
3mqfeferat” gl o g o

He pointed out that Israel’s attack on Qatar had put Gulf countries that house U.S.

military bases and rely on the U.S. for security “on notice”, indicating a
fundamental geopolitical shift in the region.

3egiel IdTAT o e W ST & gHol o 37 @I 32T T “TraereT” o e §, foaa
AR A7 TR § 3T ST e o v 3R 9 s)iar #d 8, S 819 7 s of-
TFANfAF IeaTa &1 Gohd ST B

“The message Israel has given is that every Arab country, every Gulf country, is
within their target zone and put them all on notice. Israel has now ended the
process of normalisation and made it clear that ties with other West Asian
countries are not a priority over its operations. Thirdly, Israel has shown that the U.S.
is no longer a guarantor of security for these GCC countries,” Mr. Ahmad said at a
seminar by the India-America Friendship Association on Tuesday.

‘ORIl &1 TG TE & 1o G 3T 32, &Y WIS Q2, 3eTeh & &1 H § 3 Fafr 1
HraeTsT s 3T 91T | SoeT o 376 WIHTNFIOT Y TfHar g ¢ & § 31T Tuse
Y T & b 31y qiRae TRIATS &3t & ATy Eeer 3 HIRATHT °X SrAfenar &
@ | AR, SoREd o G@ran & foh 3ARFT 319 37 GCC 2t o forw Fat At et =gt
g, A 31gHG of FAIAR i §BAT-3ARFT hsAT vafdve= garT 3T v AfFAR
A FgT|
The alarm among Gulf countries was visible at an emergency joint session of the

Arab League and the Organisation for Islamic Cooperation (OIC) conference in
Doha this week, condemning Israel’s actions.

QraY ST H AT 3T TTATE GI8T H AT 3R ST 3R STATTRS AT HIrseT
(OIC) I ATTaFTelleT WY do e &Y, ot SoRIer 1 warsat $ foiar $|

The Gulf Cooperation Council committed to building a “joint defence
mechanism” to deal with future threats.

Julf cooperation council & HTAST & TRl A AT & foIT “HFT T&T T3 Tt
gideeydr SIas |

What does this mean for India’s broader West Asia policy?

R i s g TR Afa F e saer Far arf 82

Experts said India’s silence on Gaza — where more than 65,000 have been killed,
including at least 20,000 children, in Israel’s incessant bombardment, including the
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latest offensive against Gaza City — is straining its ties with the Arab world.
fareIwr=it ¥ rgr foh IMTeTT o) 7R hr ot — 78T 65,000 | 3rferes &y AR 7w, foered
FH T 3 20,000 T A &, SRR FI RITAR FHIRT A, ST amer RA ®
AT GHeIT Y AMTTA § — TE AR & I GfAAT o AT Haelh bl TATarooT =11 TET
gl

In a rare response to media queries on August 27, the MEA called the Killing of
journalists and civilians by the IDF “shocking and deeply regrettable”.

27 31TE 1 HTSAT YA I Teh Goldt i fshar &, MEA & IDF &aRT 99hR1 3R
AR T g7 Y “diFe arer 3 TEE @ EatTa” Sl

India also voted in favour of a UNGA resolution endorsing the two-state solution
for Palestine on September 12, indicating that despite the steadfast relationship with

Israel, the Modi government’s shifts may indicate a need to factor in the rest of the
region as well.

HRA o 12 RAdsR I e & [T g1-3s TATHT Sl T ¢l dlel UNGA
AT & UaT A Adar fora, St g gufdr & o sormer & @ feer geut & araeg,
A TIFR & W H qGATd Tg Tohd ¢ Tohcl o [oh &1 oh qTehT @ T 8T €11 H =T
3TaTH ¢l

Pager bombs

How it works — high level (non-
technical)

Impact & why it matters

A pager bomb (also called pager-bombing or pager flooding) is a form of message-
flooding abuse in which a target pager or paging-address is sent a very large
number of pages/short messages in a short time, overwhelming the device,
interrupting the recipient and sometimes denying legitimate messages.

In modern terms it’s analogous to SMS-flooding or app notification spam.

An attacker (or prankster) triggers many messages to the unique pager address or
phone/SMS number.

The recipient’s device continually alerts, may run out of battery or attention, and
can miss legitimate emergency messages.

It's a form of denial-of-service against personal communications, not unlike
DDoS but aimed at a single user.
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e Disruption: Continuous alarms interfere with work, sleep and emergency
responsiveness.

o Safety risk: For emergency professionals (doctors, first responders) missed pages
can endanger lives.

o Privacy & harassment: Used to harass, intimidate, or silence individuals.

o Operational cost: Carriers and organisations bear costs responding to and
mitigating attacks.

Arab League

e The Arab League, officially known as the League of Arab States (LAS), is a
regional organization of Arab countries in and around North Africa, the Horn of
Africa, and the Middle East.

o It was formed to promote political, economic, cultural, and social cooperation
among member states and to safeguard their sovereignty and independence.

e Founded: 22 March 1945 in Cairo, Egypt.

e Founding Members: Egypt, Iraq, Transjordan (now Jordan), Lebanon, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, and Yemen.

o Charter: Signed in 1945, establishing the League’s framework for cooperation.

Membership

e Current Members: 22 countries.

e Suspension of Syria: Since 2011, Syria’s membership was suspended due to the
civil war and government crackdown on protests. In 2023, Syria was readmitted
after 12 years.

Headquarters

o Permanent Headquarters: Cairo, Egypt.

e Moved temporarily to Tunis, Tunisia (1979-1990) after Egypt’s peace treaty with
Israel, then returned to Cairo.
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Qatar meets ICC head as it
mulls action against Israel

Five Hamas members and a Qatari official were killed in the Israeli strike in Doha that targeted the

group’s top leadership; Qatar, as an observer state at the ICC, cannot itself refer cases to the court

S

DOHA

atar has met with
the president of the
International Cri-

minal Court as it seeks le-
gal action against Israel ov-
er its unprecedented strike
on its territory last week,
an official said on
Thursday.

The emirate’s chief ne-
gotiator, Mohammed al-
Khulaifi, met in The Hague
on Wednesday with the
president of the ICC, Judge
Tomoko Akane, as it pur-
sues “every available legal
and diplomatic avenue to
ensure accountability for
those responsible for Is-

The emirate’s chief negotiator says it is ‘exploring legal avenues to
respond to the illegal Israeli armed attack against Qatar’. AFP

cials of its political bureau,
hosted in Qatar with U.S.
blessing since 2012, sur-
vived the strike but it said
five members were killed,

state at the ICC, cannot it-
self refer cases to the
court.

But after emergency
talks in Doha, the Arab and

respond to the illegal Israe-
li armed attack against the
State of Qatar”.

Last year, the ICC
launched a prosecution of
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu for war
crimes and crimes against
humanity during Israel’s
war in Gaza, including by
intentionally targeting civi-
lians and using starvation
as a method of war.

The ICC also sought the
arrest of Israel’s former De-
fence Minister Yoav Gallant
and Hamas commander
Mohammed Deif, who has
since been confirmed
killed by Israel.

The Gaza war was trig-
gered by Hamas’s October

rael’s attack on Qatar”, the  along with an officer of Qa-  Islamic blocs called on 2023 attack, which result-
Qatari official said. tar’s internal security their members on Monday ed in the deaths of1,219 pe-

Last week’s deadly Is- force. to take “all possible legal ople, most of them
raeli strike targeted Qatar- Speaking on condition and effective measures to civilians.

based leaders of Palesti-
nian militant group Hamas
and sent shock waves
through the Gulf states that
have long depended on the
United States for their
security.

Hamas has said top offi-

of anonymity because of
the sensitivity of the dis-
cussions, the official called
Israel’s attack “unlawful”,
adding it “constitutes grave
violations of international
humanitarian law”.

Qatar, as an observer

prevent Israel from conti-
nuing its actions”.

In a post on X after his
meeting with the ICC chief,
Mr. Khulaifi said his visit
had been “part of the work
of the team tasked with ex-
ploring legal avenues to

Israel’s retaliatory cam-
paign has killed at least
65,141 people, also mostly
civilians, according to fi-
gures from the territory’s
Health Ministry that the
United Nations considers
reliable.

Qatar meets ICC head as it mulls action against Israel

Fal o ICC YHE @ HATHI T FIfF 98 FoIsd & fWemd
FIEE W AR FETE

Five Hamas members and a Qatari official were killed in the Israeli strike in Doha that
targeted the group’s top leadership; Qatar, as an observer state at the ICC, cannot
itself refer cases to the court.

FTSe §Hel 3 Doha # Ui Hamas #&¥Y 3R & FeR JfAFHY AR 71T, 3 7o g F o
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Aca Y TARATAT F17 16T AT; Fel, ICC F 9HAeTH ST F T A, Fad AW IeTeld A 781 A
|

e Qatar has met with the president of the International Criminal Court as it seeks
legal action against Israel over its unprecedented strike on its territory last week, an
official said on Thursday.

el o IRTSET TG FATATAT F IETET § HelTehIcl ol FiTeh I8 ool Fodlg
3T 879 TR GV SORTS & IS G o [T Flefetl HIATS el ATeell 8, Th
TR & IEaR T g

e The emirate’s chief negotiator, Mohammed al-Khulai, met in The Hague on
Wednesday with the president of the ICC, Judge Tomoko Akane, as it pursues
“every available legal and diplomatic avenue to ensure accountability for those
responsible for Israel's attack on Qatar”, the Qatari official said.

T & JHE aTdieR, Mohammed al-Khulai, ol §UAN %I The Hague # ICC &
31e787, Judge Tomoko Akane ¥ HelTehicl T, &ifeh TE ‘SNIFel o ik W gHA &
T AR el & foT STarsce! GiafRad i & fov g3 3uerstr e 3R
Reailfcteh TECT" 3T T SRR T 6T &, el AR 7 g |

o Last week’s deadly Israeli strike targeted Qatar-based leaders of Palestinian militant
group Hamas and sent shock waves through the Gulf states that have long
depended on the United States for their security.

ool HTATE & UTdeh SoRTSell §Hd o Shal-3TenRd fhfeiediell 3Ua1ér #Hg Hamas &
AT T TARMTAT ST 3R WSt Tt 3 ST 2T, S o TAT & 30ei FL&T & fow

United States WX fA3T © &1

¢ Hamas has said top officials of its political bureau, hosted in Qatar with U.S.
blessing since 2012, survived the strike but it said five members were killed, along
with an officer of Qatar’s internal security force.

Hamas &7 &gT o 38 Tateliiaes o3 & M 31w, {51 2012 @ U.S. blessing &
AT ST F TW@T IAT AT, gl 7 T, AT I HeEg AR 370 3R el 1 317dfes geam

T &l Ueh THRT o ART arm|

e Speaking on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the discussions, the
official called Israel’s attack “unlawful”, adding it “constitutes grave violations of
international humanitarian law”.

T T HACAMTT & HROT IHATH IgoT bl el I, HTDRT o SoRISl oh Gl Pl
“3rAer” gl 3N SAIST o6 Ig “HAWSET ATHATATAIE! Fisfe & I 3eeltail” ol TS
AT &

¢ Qatar, as an observer state at the ICC, cannot itself refer cases to the court.
$R, ICC H Teh qAdaTHh I o & H, TGT ATHAT ol JGTeld H oTal Hol TehelT|

o But after emergency talks in Doha, the Arab and Islamic blocs called on their
members on Monday to take “all possible legal and effective measures to prevent
Israel from continuing its actions”.

et Doha & 3TTTARTelI aTdI3i & 916, 3R 3R STATHT selTehl o HAR T 3TA
TEEAT @ gl foh I “SoRTSel I 3Tl HRATs AR W@ § Voot & foT Foft HHT it
3R weTrEY 39U R

e Ina poston X after his meeting with the ICC chief, Mr. Khulai said his visit had been
“part of the work of the team tasked with exploring legal avenues to respond to the
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illegal Israeli afmed attack against the State of Qatar”.
ICC 9@ @ HAThTd & & X I Teh GIEe &, AT Khulai o g o 3e7ehT 2RT “helk TsT

& [T 373Y SIS HAET §Hel T SIATT Gl & [T Shlsell TEAT T ST e o ToIw
ST & 1o 1 fgeaT |

e Last year, the ICC launched a prosecution of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu for war crimes and crimes against humanity during Israel’s war in
Gaza, including by intentionally targeting civilians and using starvation as a method
of war.

Ao @y, ICC o SoRTSH o Y& H TSl & SR AR bl ST [RITET Saflel
3R geer it 1T & & 7 @ 13U e Afgd Jeor ARTT 3R Aleraar &
fEraT® 3roRTet o T SoRTSe & TUeTHAT Benjamin Netanyahu & [Tt Hehe AT &
foRam|

e The ICC also sought the arrest of Israel's former Defence Minister Yoav Gallant
and Hamas commander Mohammed Deif, who has since been confirmed killed by
Israel.

ICC & 3oRTsel & g4 Defence Minister Yoav Gallant 3R Hamas &#TsT
Mohammed Deif &I TTREFART 8T AR, (S 1 # SIS SaRT ART I1AT ATAT 17|

o The Gaza war was triggered by Hamas’s October 2023 attack, which resulted in the
deaths of 1,219 people, most of them civilians.

9IS ZEEr October 2023 attack o FRUT L& g31T, FSrah TRUMTATIERT 1,219 ST AR
T, ST 3TART AFTRS I
e Israel’s retaliatory campaign has killed at least 65,141 people, also mostly civilians,

according to figures from the territory’s Health Ministry that the United Nations
considers reliable.

HGercl TSE SaRT TAREHAT HTAT STlet dTell &7 & Health Ministry & 37TehsT & 378N,
RIS & TR 3IfHAT & e T Fa 65,141 AT AR 1T, TS ITARA AR & |

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS
TOPICS COVERED 19 09 2025

1. U.S. revokes visas of Indian executives for
‘smuggling’ ingredients used in fentanyl

HARFT o BeaAST A IYANT g1 aret 3ragar H ‘TERY &
for sl arferemRat & e g fre

2. EPFO’s ‘Passbook Lite’ to provide easy access to PF
details

SNUEHT FT ‘TR A5’ N fAaor a% A 9§
eTeT I
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3. Ageing arteries, lingering risks: COVID’s quiet impact
on heart health

gerd! tHfAT, 9o @+ a1 AfEA: COVID 7 e Ty

W AT IHATT

4. Why prompt medical attention is crucial in cases of
testicular torsion in children

T4l # 99T 7S (testicular torsion) ¥ ATHAT A caRd
RIfFciIT a1 F41 3T T+ ¢
5. India needs more focus to reach SDG 3, a crucial goal

R $T SDG 3, T AFcaYUl &7, % Tgdel & fa¢ JAUH
ST & Y ITaRTHAT &

6. Maharashtra’s Onion Farmers Protest

HAERISE & STl fhATell T vl

7. How the DeepSeek-R1 Al model was taught to teach
itself to reason

DeepSeek-R1 THTE ATSH & FTqT dh HIT Q@A T dLIhT

8. ‘Weak finances deter municipal bond issue’
FAGR AT U TR R dies I I 7 are srerd @

9. Switching LPG connections mobile telephony way,
PNGRB seeks views’

TAYIST FAFAT TSl AGTST S IPIeAT Y g, PNGRB & U
AR

10. France erupts in protest over Macron’s proposed fund
cuts in public services

Wi & Tseafa Macron & ATdeiieis Aan3it & ydifad ws
Feldt & f@are faer ygeier
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US. revokes visas of Indian executives for
‘smuggling’ ingredients used in fentanyl

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Months after charging two
Indian companies of “cri-
minal conspiracies” to
smuggle fentanyl precur-
sors into the United States,
the U.S. Embassy on Thurs-
day said that it has revoked
and denied visas for “cer-
tain” Indian “business ex-
ecutives and corporate lea-
dership”, accusing them of
smuggling ingredients that
are used in the illegal pro-
duction of the drug.

In a statement, the Em-
bassy said the “family
members” of these busi-
ness executives would also
“face consequences” for
the illegal production and
trafficking of drugs.

“In furtherance to the
Trump Administration’s ef-
forts to keep Americans

Drug precursors

The following are two precursors highly
suitable for illicit manufacture of
fentanyl and fentanyl analogues ¢

® 4-piperidone

u 1-boc-4-piperidone

Fentanyl and fentanyl analogues
are very potent narcotic drugs that
continue to result in overdose deaths,

according to the International
Narcotics Control Board

[
LA
ENTANYL
)

S,
e

4

safe from dangerous syn-
thetic narcotics, the U.S.

vernment of India” toward
stopping the flow of fenta-

Embassy in New Delhi has  nyl and its precursors.
revoked and subsequently The Embassy continues
denied visas for certainbu-  to be “steadfast in its com-

siness executives and cor-
porate leadership based on
involvement in trafficking
fentanyl precursors,” it
said, acknowledging the
support received from
“counterparts in the Go-

mitment to combating illi-
cit drug trafficking”, said
U.S. chargé d’affaires Jor-
gan Andrews.

“Individuals and organi-
sations involved in the ille-
gal production and traffick-

ing of drugs to the U.S,,
along with their families,
will face consequences
that may include being de-
nied access to the U.S.,” he
added. The statement did
not name the “business ex-
ecutives and corporate lea-
dership”, but added, “The
Embassy is further flagging
executives connected with
companies known to have
trafficked fentanyl precur-
sors for heightened scruti-
ny if and when they apply
for U.S. visas.”

The Embassy announ-
cement follows several U.S.
executive orders aimed at
combating drug trafficking
organisations and de-
manding “reform by
source countries from
which illicit drugs and pre-
cursor chemicals flow into
the United States.”

In January this year, two

Indian companies — Raxu-
ter Chemicals and Athos
Chemicals — were charged
with criminal conspiracies
to distribute and import
fentanyl precursor chemi-
cals to the United States.
Bhavesh Lathiya, founder
and senior executive of
Raxuter Chemicals, was ar-
rested in New York on Ja-
nuary 4 for smuggling fen-
tanyl precursors to the
United States.

Charging Mr. Lathiya,
Raxuter Chemicals, and
Surat-based Athos Chemi-
cals with engaging in crimi-
nal conspiracies, the U.S.
Department of Justice said
that fentanyl was the “dea-
dliest drug threat currently
facing the United States”.

Mr. Lathiya was charged
on January 6, just ahead of
the swearing-in of Donald
Trump.

U.S. revokes visas of Indian executives for ‘smuggling’
ingredients used in fentanyl

IARST A HeATSoT H YA glat arel 3rgTar H ‘d&HY & v
AR ArferemRAt & i eg fFe

Months after charging two Indian companies of “criminal conspiracies” to smuggle
fentanyl precursors into the United States, the U.S. Embassy on Thursday said that it
has revoked and denied visas for “certain” Indian “business executives and corporate
leadership”, accusing them of smuggling ingredients that are used in the illegal
production of the drug.

& IR HUfAAT 9v TS AT Y AN F aTRY FI A “HTRIAw Fiforey” &1
IRNT T F AL 1, IARDY G & AR 1 FgT % 389 “F&” HRAT “sqrawAF
FfrRat 3 FaRe Aqea” & Ao teg 3R IFhFR = e §, 390 W 50 ga1 & 3y
ScUTEA H YA gl gTet I IaT T TR T 3IRIT FIATI

e In a statement, the Embassy said the “family members” of these business executives

would also “face consequences” for the illegal production and trafficking of drugs.

Teh §3TeT H, GTar & &gl Toh $oT SATaHT A JTRRAT & “IRER & Feea” T gansit

& 373 3G 3R aEH & faT “qRUTAT &7 AT Har|”
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“In furtherance to the Trump Administration’s efforts to keep Americans safe from
dangerous synthetic narcotics, the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi has revoked and
subsequently denied visas for certain business executives and corporate leadership
based on involvement in trafficking fentanyl precursors,” it said, acknowledging the
support received from “counterparts in the Government of India” toward stopping the
flow of fentanyl and its precursors.

“TFT YR < $H TR T AT STt gV o IARTHIT T Weietren fadfesh avefier
et & FRI&IT T ST, 778 ool # AR grrard o theagel Herdik hr ol &
MHAT e ATTATDh HTRRET 3R SHIARe Acjed & Aol Teg AR 3RAHR X fgT
¢, I T I, 3R “HARA TRDR H FHDBET T o TAJA T TAThR FhdlT 31T, ST
theaATsel 31 3 WIeheiRT o JdTg Y Jehed oh TelT AT

The Embassy continues to be “steadfast in its commitment to combating illicit drug
trafficking”, said U.S. chargé d’affaires Jorgan Andrews.

IARHT THARY ToTgd AT Vg of gl foh GaTard 3T ATGH Gedl dl TEh 8 olsel
& 391 Hehod H AT F 1
* “Individuals and organisations involved in the illegal production and trafficking of

drugs to the U.S., along with their families, will face consequences that may include
being denied access to the U.S.,” he added.

3ogiet 3T T, “caferd AR Gerae S 3ARE H Garsil & 3 3cuigsT 3R d&ndl #
QA g, 3oTeh IRART Afgd, IRUIAT ST ATHAT hial T e AR 7 Y9 F SR HY
ATHAST g FhcAT B 1"

The statement did not name the “business executives and corporate leadership”, but
added, “The Embassy is further flagging executives connected with companies

known to have trafficked fentanyl precursors for heightened scrutiny if and when they
apply for U.S. visas.”

ST 3 “eAaHTAe JfURIRAT 31X AR dqea” &1 A1 181 forar a1, olfehet Ig st
I, “GITaTH 3oT Jfesh1RaT hr AR g 9 g1 § it 37 il & ofs & folee
heaTSel HIhaR I dEhLT o Tl ST ST &, dlfeh o o 3TA R I & forw 3mdee
Y dl 37 W 3178 38T ST 1

The Embassy announcement follows several U.S. executive orders aimed at

combating drug trafficking organisations and demanding “reform by source countries
from which illicit drugs and precursor chemicals flow into the United States.”

GATaTH I ENOT & AR HRIGRT IMSRAT & T16 31T$ 8, [SeTahr 36a2T AlGsHh gedr
e &l aTel HITGwT U oI5l A AT ST SaRT GER hT AT AT &, STel & 3der
gaTd 3 FadR T 3R & variea ga &1

In January this year, two Indian companies — Raxuter Chemicals and Athos
Chemicals — were charged with criminal conspiracies to distribute and import
fentanyl precursor chemicals to the United States.

= ITol SAAad H, T HRAIT hufaiai — Raxuter Chemicals 3R Athos Chemicals
— T heATSel MR TR &l 3R 7 3T 3R 3mard e &7 3maRieres giforer

T 3TRIT SI¥TTAT 31T AT |

Bhavesh Lathiya, founder and senior executive of Raxuter Chemicals, was arrested
in New York on January 4 for smuggling fentanyl precursors to the United States.

39T 1fSAT, Raxuter Chemicals & TEATT 3 acs FRIGRY, T 4 STAaT
e H HANHT 7 BeaArger Mot 1 el & Tolw fIRwdR fevar aran|
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e Charging Mr. Lathiya, Raxuter Chemicals, and Surat-based Athos Chemicals with
engaging in criminal conspiracies, the U.S. Department of Justice said that fentanyl
was the “deadliest drug threat currently facing the United States”.

#Y #I1fST, Raxuter Chemicals, 31 I &I Athos Chemicals T 316
mrﬁ%nﬁﬁéﬁaﬂmmﬂﬁ?, 3ARPr T TF3TT o T o ez
“ITARAT & THA TTATT H FEH G T2l &al 1 TRT &

e Mr. Lathiya was charged on January 6, just ahead of the swearing-in of Donald
Trump.

A1 ST T 6 FAG T TRIY SAITAT ITT, Seh SNATes €9 o ATY JE0T H Igel |
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EPFO’s ‘Passbook
Lite’ to provide easy
access to PF details

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
on Thursday launched a
new facility called “Pass-
book Lite” within its mem-
bers’ portal, which will

EPFO’s ‘Passbook Lite’ to
provide easy access to PF
details

SHITH3HT FT ‘THH A5
YGTel M

The Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) on Thursday
launched a new facility called “Passbook
Lite” within its members’ portal, which
will provide a summarised view of the
passbook with contributions,
withdrawals, and current balance.

FHAR) #fasy fAf Werser (EPFO) A TR

provide a summarised ) i

view of the passbook with $Y YA FEAT F 9T F v ¢ glawr
contributions,  withdra- “qTHE TS U Y, ST Aerere, A
wals, and current balance. \ e, ’ .
Currently, members need  Mansukh Mandaviya 3R T A TRY & F@ry TH T wfared
to log in separately to the geY el FLM

“passbook portal” to check
their Provident Fund (PF)
details.

Announcing the reform,
Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said

transparency in PF transf-
ers. At present, when em-
ployees change jobs, their
PF accounts are trans-
ferred to the new em-
ployer’s PF office through

e Currently, members need to log in
separately to the “passbook portal” to
check their Provident Fund (PF) details.

TAATT H, H&TAT 3191 HiasT AT (PF)

the dual login system often ~ Form 13 online. After their  fyggor i F T & T 37T T “ITHTH
caused delays, password transfer, a transfer certifi- s >
synchronisation  issues, cate (Annexure K) is gener- N H WA AT 5T %|

and other grievances. He
said the new move would
reduce the load on the
“passbook portal” and im-
prove operational efficien-
cy. “For detailed and com-

ated by the previous PF of-
fice and sent to the new PF
office.

“Until now, Annexure K
was only shared between
PF offices and was made

e Announcing the reform, Union Labour
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said the dual
login system often caused delays, password
synchronisation issues, and other
grievances.

GUR T NV A §U AT 5 N 7g@

prehensive  view  of available to members only > .

passbook, including graph-  on their request. From to- ATSTaAT A gt foh ele il FaEeH & Hror
ic display, the existing day (Thursday), members gy dy, qraas AR & gAEIT
‘passbook portal’ can still  can directly download An- ) y

be accessed,” the Minister nexure K in PDF format 3R 31 fRreprrd gielr ot

said.

“The initiative is expect-
ed to reduce grievances,
improve transparency, and
enhance member satisfac-
tion,” he said.

The EPFO also enabled
online access to ‘Annexure
K’ (transfer certificate) for

from the members’ portal
itself,” the Minister said.

He said members could
track the status of transfer
applications online. “This
ensures full transparency
and allows members to ea-
sily verify their PF transf-
ers...,” he said.

e He said the new move would reduce the
load on the “passbook portal” and
improve operational efficiency. “For detailed
and comprehensive view of passbook,
including graphic display, the existing
‘passbook portal’ can still be accessed,”
the Minister said.

3egiel gl Toh 71T e “Urigeh Nee” T
TS e I AR IREAT S&Tell & UR
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AT | T T TaEd A eaTeh 327, Toras anfihes Ye=ieT QAT &, & forw Hisger
‘TR WEer Teh 37T &1 g ST HehelT &, FAT 7 Tl

“The initiative is expected to reduce grievances, improve transparency, and enhance
member satisfaction,” he said.

3egiel gl ‘0 Ugel U A i g, TRE R 7 U gl 3R Hewg dqfee dea
T 3EHIE B 17

The EPFO also enabled online access to ‘Annexure K’ (transfer certificate) for
transparency in PF transfers.

SRNUH3T & NUH THR A IRERIAT & T 3reaer K (TeT Tiefhde) des siieenss
quraﬁmm@rl

At present, when employees change jobs, their PF accounts are transferred to the
new employer’s PF office through Form 13 online. After their transfer, a transfer
certificate (Annexure K) is generated by the previous PF office and sent to the new
PF office.

FAATT H, 51 FHART Al scord §, T 3T NTh WA T B 13 TS & ATETH
AT fFdr & U FATerT F TATATRA fhIT ST & | TATHIGROT & 916, ser
AT SHATer Ueh SHHT AfEThehe (ITaer K) TR Xl § 3R 7T futh ey i
AT 8

“Until now, Annexure K was only shared between PF offices and was made
available to members only on their request. From today (Thursday), members can
directly download Annexure K in PDF format from the members’ portal itself,” the
Minister said.

“H T, 3 K el NI el & sier |IsT fonar ST a1 3K 58 ahael HeEdt
& I I 3T AT STl AT| 3T (FaR) F, HeFd &3 Uicel § 9ef fishee
YRR 3 3T K ST3eTclls &Y Hehd &,” HAT o g |

He said members could track the status of transfer applications online. “This ensures
full transparency and allows members to easily verify their PF transfers...,” he said.

3og1eT e [ TG HTeTelssd ST 3T $T Ul & ¢ W aohcl ¢ | T8 [
TRE R GARET T & 3R TEHdT I 39! TUE TEW 1 AT § Hed1id et
1 ITATT ST B...,” 3opiel gl
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Ageing arteries, lingering risks:
COVID’s quiet impact on heart health

A large, multinational investigation into pandemic’s impact on the cardiovascular system has found that survivors, particularly women, are left with stiffer arteries, equivalent

to an age about five to ten years older; with nearly 700 million people surviving COVID worldwide, long-term healthcare burden of accelerated ageing could be significant

Anirban Mukhopadhyay

hat if a single COVID-19
infection could make your
arteries behave as though
they were five to 10 years
older? That unsettling possibility emerges
from the CARTESIAN study, the largest
multinational investigation yet into the
pandemic’s hidden impact on the
cardiovascular system. Recently
published in the European Heart Journal,
it tracked nearly 2,400 participants across
18 countries and found that survivors of
COVID-19 had stiffer arteries — a
recognised marker of “vascular ageing” —
compared to those never infected. The
effect was most pronounced in women,
whose arteries showed changes
equivalent to an extra decade of age.

“The pulse wave velocity in women
after COVID corresponded to that of
women five to ten years older,” said Rosa
Maria Bruno, lead author and cardiologist
at Inserm, France’s National Institute of
Health and Medical Research, in Paris.

Why it matters

As arteries stiffen, the heart pumps
harder, blood pressure rises, and the risk
of heart attack, stroke, kidney disease,
and dementia increases. Unlike wrinkles,
these vascular changes are invisible until
serious events occur. That is what makes
CARTESIAN worrying. The WHO
estimates nearly 700 million people
worldwide have survived COVID. If even a
fraction experience accelerated vascular
ageing, the long-term healthcare burden
could be significant. Notably, stiffening
appeared even in survivors of mild
infections.

What the study did

CARTESIAN - short for COVID-19 effects
on Arterial Stiffness and Vascular Ageing —
asked whether COVID leaves a vascular
imprint. Researchers from 38 centres
across 18 countries recruited 2,390 adults,
average age 50, about half of them
women. Groups included uninfected
controls and three survivor categories:
non-hospitalised, hospitalised, and
intensive care. Tests were performed
around six months after infection, with
follow-ups at twelve months.

The team measured carotid-femoral
pulse wave velocity (PWV), a
gold-standard indicator of arterial
stiffness. PWV tracks how fast blood
pressure waves travel: the stiffer the
artery, the faster the wave. Comparing
COVID-positive groups with controls
revealed whether infection accelerated
ageing.

Results were clear. Every
COVID-positive group had stiffer arteries

than controls. After adjusting for age, sex,
blood pressure, diabetes and smoking,
survivors still showed PWV about 0.4
metres per second faster — equivalent to
arteries five years older. The effect,
however, was striking only in women.
They showed higher stiffness regardless of
illness severity, and ICU patients had the
equivalent of an extra decade of ageing.

Persistent symptoms mattered. Women
with fatigue, breathlessness or muscle
aches months later — often labelled “long
COVID” - had even stiffer arteries.
“Women mount a stronger immune
response, which protects them during
infection, but if that response lingers, it
can damage blood vessels,” Dr. Bruno
explained.

Vaccination and recovery

One hopeful signal was that stiffening did
not worsen indefinitely. In a subgroup
followed for about a year, survivors’
stiffness stabilised or slightly improved,
while controls showed the gradual
increase expected with normal ageing.
Still, the damage did not vanish. “No
return to baseline has been observed,” Dr.
Bruno cautioned. “An improvement has
been observed mostly in very severe
cases, whereas PWV is mostly stable in
most individuals.”

Vaccination blunted the impact,
particularly in women. Those with at least
one dose had lower stiffness than
unvaccinated peers.

Not all cardiologists are convinced
though. Balbir Singh, group chairman of

- - a0 § \ . R
Long-term impact: The effect was most pronounced in women, whose arteries showed changes equivalent to an extra decade of age. They showed higher
stiffness regardless of illness severity. FILE PHOTO

cardiac sciences at Max Healthcare, Delhi,
urges caution. “I don’t think we can make
very firm conclusions based on the
CARTESIAN study, ” he said, citing the
absence of pre-COVID baseline data as a
major limitation. “These findings suggest
arterial stiffness could be accelerated in
patients who had COVID, but do not
conclusively prove it.” From his own
practice, Dr. Singh adds, he has not
observed a marked shift. “Are we seeing
higher hypertensive patients than before?
I'm not seeing that. Am I seeing those
who went into the ICU during COVID now
coming back with heart problems? I'm
not seeing that.”

Elsewhere, clinicians have been
drawing different lessons from what they
encounter. At the Cleveland Clinic, a
nonprofit academic medical centre based
in Ohio, U.S., Stanley Hazen has argued
that a history of COVID-19 should inform
preventive care, based on his research
connecting the virus to heart problems,
stroke, and death. “As clinicians, we
should consider a patient’s history of
prior COVID-19 when formulating
cardiovascular prevention plans — these
effects [his findings] are not a small
subgroup finding but a global signal that
will translate into more cardiovascular
disease,” he said

Observations from other centres echo
this. Dara Lee Lewis — writing from
Brigham and Women’s, a teaching
hospital of Harvard Medical School, U.S. -
described cases of myocarditis and
persistent palpitations in previously

S

healthy individuals. Meanwhile, Bruce
Levy, of the same hospital, points to
autonomic dysfunction such as POTS
(Postural Orthostatic Tachycardia
Syndrome) — where the heart races upon
standing — as an example of how COVID
can disrupt vascular regulation in
practice.

At Mount Sinai in New York, physicians
using advanced imaging have detected
signs of inflammation in the hearts and
large vessels of patients who had only
mild infections.

India’s picture

CARTESIAN, like most large European
studies, was not representative of South
Asia. “A small proportion identified as
Asian, and while their arteries appeared
less stiff than Western participants in the
uninfected group, this difference
disappeared after COVID — suggesting the
virus erased any ethnic advantage,” Dr.
Bruno noted.

For India, that gap leaves open an
urgent question. If COVID might
accelerate vascular ageing elsewhere,
what does it mean for a population
already carrying one of the heaviest
burdens of cardiovascular disease
worldwide? Without rigorous
home-grown data — the kind that is now
guiding international researchers and
physicians — the risk remains largely
invisible.

(Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist
by training and science communicator
from Delhi. anir.deskspace@gmail.com)

THE GIST

v

As arteries stiffen, the heart
pumps harder, blood pressure
rises, and the risk of heart
attack, stroke, kidney disease,
and dementia increases. Unlike
wrinkles, these vascular
changes are invisible until
serious events occur

v

Recently published in the
European Heart Journal, the
study tracked nearly 2,400
participants across 18
countries and found that
survivors of COVID-19 had
stiffer arteries — a recognised
marker of “vascular ageing” —
compared to those never
infected

v

One hopeful signal was that
stiffening did not worsen
indefinitely. In a subgroup
followed for about a year,
survivors’ stiffness stabilised or
slightly improved, while
controls showed the gradual
increase expected with normal
ageing

Ageing arteries, lingering risks: COVID’s quiet impact on
heart health

goTd! AT, aof @ aTel Af@HA: COVID FT §6T FERLT T

T IS

A large, multinational investigation into pandemic’s impact on the cardiovascular
system has found that survivors, particularly women, are left with stiffer arteries,
equivalent to an age about five to ten years older; with nearly 700 million people
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surviving COVID worldwide, long-term healthcare burden of accelerated ageing could
be significant

HEHAR & geFaleah o (cardiovascular system) T T87Ta Y Ueh 721, TEIET S
(multinational investigation) = UrT § f&F T2 g 7S (survivors), et e, #
FOR AT (stiffer arteries) T& 7S 3, ST 9re19r 5 & 10 T HAF 31 F = &; IfF
freasiT & warsTer 700 AT Aler COVID @ 9 &, sHTAT 3l ¥ s 37 (accelerated

ageing) FT drdaIfaie FARELT A1ST AT &1 TFdT o

What if a single COVID-19 infection could make your arteries behave as though they
were five to 10 years older?

T 3191 I T 31T COVID-19 WHATT I UATAAT FY $H E STAER Flet W HoGY
T & S 7 9T & W AT T @Y S B2

e That unsettling possibility emerges from the CARTESIAN study, the largest
multinational investigation yet into the pandemic’s hidden impact on the
cardiovascular system.

g AT X o aTell HHTGAT CARTESIAN eI T A 37TS &, S gAY &

g I-a1fgehT 7 IR T3 YI1T Y 319 Teh BT T T8 SR ST &

o Recently published in the European Heart Journal, it tracked nearly 2,400
participants across 18 countries and found that survivors of COVID-19 had stiffer
arteries — a recognised marker of “vascular ageing” — compared to those never
infected.

gTeT &7 7 European Heart Journal 3 YehITId 39 37T o1 18 &2AT o oT9779T 2,400
gfdenrat & & forar 31k aram f6 COVID-19 & s aitett fr ereAfaar 31fes For of —
it “vascular ageing” T Ush HIIcT WIS Hehcleh § — 3T oIl T Jofell H Toleg hall
HShHUT STeT E3T|

e The effect was most pronounced in women, whose arteries showed changes
equivalent to an extra decade of age.

g YT G 31T Afgensit & w@r 73, TS yafaal & 0 oRads @ s 37 &
31faRed & aut & SRR A

e “The pulse wave velocity in women after COVID corresponded to that of women
five to ten years older,” said Rosa Maria Bruno, lead author and cardiologist at
Inserm, France’s National Institute of Health and Medical Research, in Paris.

“COVID & dTe Afgam3it & pulse wave velocity 357 A3 & THET oY St 9ra & &
¥ 3 off,” ¥AT F8T Rosa Maria Bruno &, 3t Inserm (SpIT & TSERT FaEey 3R
Rifercar srgareT aeurE, aRE) 7 7qea dwe 3R g Aer R &

Why it matters

TE F AgaqOT &

o As arteries stiffen, the heart pumps harder, blood pressure rises, and the risk of
heart attack, stroke, kidney disease, and dementia increases.

S-S gHAFAT PR BlaT 8, BT 31 SR & U9 odeTT 9T §, T&dIT SedT g,
3R ferer &1 gk, e, a1 iy fA 3k AR 8 Sif@e 9 S g
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Unlike wrinkles, these vascular changes are invisible until serious events occur.
it & fawdia, ¥ aifghrr aRad= de ae feams w8 & 519 de 78R gt 7 &)
ST |

That is what makes CARTESIAN worrying. The WHO estimates nearly 700 million
people worldwide have survived COVID.

TET HROT § & CARTESIAN RidToieteh & | WHO &7 37T ¢ foh faeaei #F orarstar 700
faferer er COVID 3R g+ 2

If even a fraction experience accelerated vascular ageing, the long-term healthcare
burden could be significant.

& 3AH @ Shael Teh 3727 81 AT 11T A ARl 3H Fge T Ieqe7d T g, ol
SrenToleh TaTEY ST o SIgT HecdquT &1 dehdT o

Notably, stiffening appeared even in survivors of mild infections.

AT §T O, FORAT g FHAT T T A9 & &Y fe@rs &Y

What the study did
eI 7 41 fhar

CARTESIAN — short for COVID-19 effects on Arterial Stiffness and Vascular
Ageing — asked whether COVID leaves a vascular imprint.

CARTESIAN — T3IHehT IX1 #1F COVID-19 effects on Arterial Stiffness and
Vascular Ageing § — o Ig YT foh &1 COVID 1S aTfgehy &1 1T ¢

Researchers from 38 centres across 18 countries recruited 2,390 adults, average
age 50, about half of them women.

18 21t & 38 Fal  ATEIRATHT =¥ 2,390 TAFHI I MTHA fohar, foieTehr 3eret 3 50
T o, TSIt @ eferstar el Afgery o |

Groups included uninfected controls and three survivor categories: non-
hospitalised, hospitalised, and intensive care.

wﬁﬁmﬁammeﬂﬁaﬂ@aﬁﬁ%mzﬁ: R-giaeasss,
gieacaTgss, 30X 8w d@HT (ICU)|

Tests were performed around six months after infection, with follow-ups at twelve
months.

HhHUT & T Bg AGIS 16 TI&T0T [T 91T, 31T IRE AR 9T Bicil-37T T |

The team measured carotid-femoral pulse wave velocity (PWV), a gold-standard
indicator of arterial stiffness.

&I o carotid-femoral pulse wave velocity (PWV) T #TUT, i /13T Shl SholdT
T FAT-HTeTh T ¢ |

PWYV tracks how fast blood pressure waves travel: the stiffer the artery, the faster the
wave.

PWV Ig ¢oh T g foh T&aaTT & T fohdelt it & ITHT il o ST folceil sholk
2Yef, AT 3= &Y O gl

Comparing COVID-positive groups with controls revealed whether infection
accelerated ageing.

COVID-uTTSifea HegT &l JeleT [ =0T THgT @ et TR T TTell fob AT HheATT o 37
qGT T ot fora|
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Results

g

Results were clear. Every COVID-positive group had stiffer arteries than controls.

aRUTH TI5¢ F| Gedeh COVID-TITaAfea Hog 1 Ut [g=o7 Fagl & 3118 Hor
o
After adjusting for age, sex, blood pressure, diabetes and smoking, survivors still

showed PWV about 0.4 metres per second faster — equivalent to arteries five
years older.

1Y, oI, T, AYAT AR AT & AT FATASHT & a1g oY, 99 T ol = PWV
IIET 0.4 FeX 9fd A o CWRT — St yAHAT & ofw a¥ a9 81 & s 27|
The effect, however, was striking only in women.

gTcil[h, Tg THTT chaol ATGEATSN H Seollei 2T|

They showed higher stiffness regardless of iliness severity, and ICU patients had the
equivalent of an extra decade of ageing.

JogieY AR FY 37HRAT Hr Rarg TFT T 31M0F Forar @S, 31k IcU Adet & 37
Feot 1 goTTa JifaRed g aut & SRR 27|

Persistent symptoms mattered. Women with fatigue, breathlessness or muscle
aches months later — often labelled “long COVID” — had even stiffer arteries.

STIAR TA&TOT AT T A| ATt 7 g, T Y Theld 1 AR & &
HAEIAT 1¢, 31 — TS 3R “aATedT COVID” FhgT STl & — 317 ot FoR gafaar of)|
“‘Women mount a stronger immune response, which protects them during

infection, but if that response lingers, it can damage blood vessels,” Dr. Bruno
explained.

‘AT v Ferqe wfaret wfafrar &t 8, S 3¢ dshAoT & alret st §, afsrer afg
a8 GTATshaT o HHY o7h T8l &, AT Ig T aTigenl3il ol FJehdTe] q§u| gehdl &,” U1 Dr.
Bruno o JHSATI

Vaccination and recovery

ArhrahTor 3R TaTY AT

One hopeful signal was that stiffening did not worsen indefinitely.

wm&mma@mﬁ:maﬁﬁaﬂmwwaﬁgﬁl

In a subgroup followed for about a year, survivors’ stiffness stabilised or slightly
improved, while controls showed the gradual increase expected with normal ageing.

STITSAT Ueh Y Feh 31oTERT fohT 31T Teh SUHHE H, T §U w1911 hT HORT R &1 15 A
st gerdl, Siefeh [AG=07 Fog # QAT 37 961 & A1 3afard eR-eR gefr femrs
arl

Still, the damage did not vanish. “No return to baseline has been observed,” Dr.
Bruno cautioned.

o ofY, ofehaiTeT T =T8T 31| “HIS ofY ATaell delrgst o w1 S $ 3, St ot
BRICEIEAl

“An improvement has been observed mostly in very severe cases, whereas PWV is
mostly stable in most individuals.”
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“GUR FTT T 8 Tgd IR A H QT 1T &, S eh JTeIhier cAferTar # PWV
3feeprerd: TR g1

Vaccination blunted the impact, particularly in women. Those with at least one dose
had lower stiffness than unvaccinated peers.

ERTHIOT S THTT T hF X T, AT &7 F Afgemsit 7| 51 99 7 T F7 T
G oY, SoTehl SHoRAT TS ErentehiuT dTeil & Jolell 7 e AT |

Not all cardiologists are convinced though. Balbir Singh, group chairman of cardiac
sciences at Max Healthcare, Delhi, urges caution.

gTelifor T3 g 3T FAAW A 31MeaTa 7181 & | TR g, AT geghaw, Reeh 7
FITSTH TS & THE 3LTLT, AU = T 378 A o

“I don’t think we can make very firm conclusions based on the CARTESIAN study,”
he said, citing the absence of pre-COVID baseline data as a major limitation.
3ot T, “HS Tl 9T o g CARTESIAN 3Tead o HTIR W 9 O feisshy

forepTel @ehdl &, 361 COVID-Gd JHTFA 3T T 3q Uy Y Teh T HIAT ST |
“These findings suggest arterial stiffness could be accelerated in patients who had
COVID, but do not conclusively prove it.”

‘I forseny Forra & & fob COVID & Nifse ATt & 4aett shT shoRell s 81 Hehall &,
AT Tg U §9 & GIfed 781 gl

From his own practice, Dr. Singh adds, he has not observed a marked shift.
3791 37391 4, 31, A Ssd € o 3giel 1S SeolEsiy aRade 181 aur g1
“Are we seeing higher hypertensive patients than before? I’'m not seeing that. Am |

seeing those who went into the ICU during COVID now coming back with heart
problems? I'm not seeing that.”

ST & Tgol ¥ 3T 3o AT arel AJST @ T8 &7 & var 767 2@ Tl = & 3
aﬁuﬁaﬁa@mésﬁ COVID & gRTeT ICU & 31T & 3iR 319 g&F I AT & A1
qrayg 3T e 82 H 0ET T8 2 @Il

Elsewhere, clinicians have been drawing different lessons from what they encounter.
3T SETRT W), RIfhcdeh S e@d & 399 3TAT-37c19T Hah T I8 & |

At the Cleveland Clinic, a nonprofit academic medical centre based in Ohio, U.S.,
Stanley Hazen has argued that a history of COVID-19 should inform preventive care.

3gr, 3ARFT U Fellads Fafa®, v R-omrarT Qerors RifFcar Fig &, wderel
&teT ¥ b f&ar & T COVID-19 &7 3fagrT [AaRe S@HTe  enfier gl a1ig |

Based on his research connecting the virus to heart problems, stroke, and death.
379 QM & TR U1 35510 dRICH I TG T FAEATHT, T AR 7eg 4 ST 8|
“As clinicians, we should consider a patient’s history of prior COVID-19 when
formulating cardiovascular prevention plans — these effects [his findings] are not a

small subgroup finding but a global signal that will translate into more cardiovascular
disease,” he said.

3ogiel &gT, “Ffhcas & T H, §H gaT T YFATH TSl Sl FAg I & g
COVID-19 3fdgr W faaR &1 T1fgT — A 9e11a [3o7eh fsad] Uah BIe 3udeg
GIST sTel ¢ dfedh Teh AT2deh Hehd & oif 31T g Gaely o1 A dgel AT |”
Observations from other centres echo this. Dara Lee Lewis — writing from Brigham

and Women'’s, a teaching hospital of Harvard Medical School, U.S. — described
cases of myocarditis and persistent palpitations in previously healthy individuals.

3 el § e 3actee H SHT 1 e axd | gRT oY f$w — forear ws fiddw, 1ds

Page69

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

ASH Fohel, IARDT & Teh RIETT 3T F Tl §U — = Tgel & Tqey At A
ARNFIERA IR AR U5Fet & AHA TaATC|

Meanwhile, Bruce Levy, of the same hospital, points to autonomic dysfunction such
as POTS (Postural Orthostatic Tachycardia Syndrome) — where the heart races
upon standing — as an example of how COVID can disrupt vascular regulation in
practice.

ST &1, 34T 3RUAT & g Adt of T fa%R S8 POTS (Postural Orthostatic
Tachycardia Syndrome) — f5a#H @3 glet T g6 T doil § €SehdT & — I COVID

GaRT SIS T & IFAATRHT A fATHT T ST Fet T Teh ICTeI0T S|

At Mount Sinai in New York, physicians using advanced imaging have detected
signs of inflammation in the hearts and large vessels of patients who had only mild
infections.

qa1% F A3 Aars A, Rfsrcaet A 3ot AT 7 39T X ol o HHATT
arel QAT & g 3R I37 T afgehi3il 7 ForeT & Hahdd IIT &

India’s picture

R & fufa

CARTESIAN, like most large European studies, was not representative of South
Asia.

CARTESIAN, 31f&eier 93 g 3reael 1 o, gfaror e 1 wfafaftca sdt

AT AT|

“A small proportion identified as Asian, and while their arteries appeared less stiff
than Western participants in the uninfected group, this difference disappeared after
COVID — suggesting the virus erased any ethnic advantage,” Dr. Bruno noted.

Teh BICT 37e]0Tcl TS o &9 H Ggaell a1, AR AT Sofeht YATAAT I HH AT THg
# afRas gfasnfarat i Jore # A HR G@rs &, Afshet Tg 37 COVID & 16 I
ﬁw-wwéﬁg%mﬁﬁ:&ﬁaﬁmmaﬁﬁa%m" ST. &Y o e
For India, that gap leaves open an urgent question. If COVID might accelerate

vascular ageing elsewhere, what does it mean for a population already carrying one
of the heaviest burdens of cardiovascular disease worldwide?

ARA & ToIT, T 37T Ush dicahifeleh Wl ©igdT g | afe COVID &gl 3R IFaaifgent r
35 961 BT Aol L ThdT g, df SHAT AT 37 § 3T ST & fow S uger O &) g &
TR & Gt 97 T I} ST AT ol WGl 6?2

Without rigorous home-grown data — the kind that is now guiding international
researchers and physicians — the risk remains largely invisible.

FoR Tacelt 3T & AT — a8 YR it 319 ARTSERT Mershaniit 3R Rfercget 1
ATERTT I TET & — SNIRH F 85 Toh 31637 FaT & &
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Why prompt medical attention is crucial
in cases of testicular torsion in children

D. Venkat Subramaniam

Children’s testicular pain is
frequently brushed off as a minor
injury, or it is assumed that it will
go away on its own. Testicular
torsion is one condition though,
where a delay could mean the
difference between saving or
losing the testicle. Raising
awareness is the first line of
defence against long-term effects.

When the testicle twists
around the spermatic cord and
cuts off its blood supply, this
condition is known as testicular
torsion.

The testicle may sustain
permanent injury if treatment is
not given immediately, typically
within four to six hours.

Although it can happen at any
age, newborns and children as
well as teenagers during purberty
are more likely to sustain this
condition, when growth spurts
cause the testicles to become
more mobile. Timely
intervention is critical. Taking the
pain seriously and seeking
immediate medical care can
ensure the testis is saved.

Children might not always be
able to express their symptoms as
well as adults do. Parents need to
be aware of any unexpected
changes, such as: sudden, severe
pain in one testicle, scrotal
swelling or redness, nausea and
vomiting, the child walking

Tips for parents

® There is no guaranteed way to
prevent torsion, but awareness
makes all the difference

® Do not dismmiss sudden testicular
or groin pain in children

B Seek immediate emergency care
rather than trying horme remedies

® Encourage older boys to report
any scrotal discomfort without
embarrassiment

® Fast action can preserve fertility
and prevent future complications

awkwardly, refusing to sit or play
and pain that comes on after a
minor injury but continues to
worsen.

Children frequently arrive at
the emergency room hours after
the pain starts, which can
significantly lower the testicle’s
chances of survival. Awareness is
key. Teenagers, young adults, and
parents must be educated about
the symptoms of torsion and the
need for immediate medical
attention. Until proven
otherwise, treat scrotal pain in
children as an emergency. A
physician can confirm the
diagnosis through an

examination or with an
ultrasound. Emergency surgery
to untwist the spermatic cord and
fix both testicles is the standard
treatment for testicular torsion in
order to prevent recurrence. The
testicle can be saved if blood
supply to it is promptly restored.
Delays longer than six to eight
hours, however, significantly
reduce the affected testicle’s
chances of surviving.

In cases where the testicle
cannot be saved, removal may be
required. Even then, with one
healthy testicle, boys usually
maintain normal fertility and
hormonal function. Although a

s

-

aswellas ad
do. Parent
tobesz
of sym|
REF'RESENTATIONAL
IMAGE

i

normal sexual life and good
quality of life are possible even
with a single testis, the goal
should always be to preserve
both, for the physical and
psychological well-being of the
individual.

Although torsion is
uncommon, it can have major
consequences. The testicle can
be savedwith early detection and
prompt treatment.

(Dr. D. Venkat Subramaniam is
senior consultant urologist &
executive director at Asian
Institute of Nephrology and
Urology, Chennai.
drvenkat@ainuindia.com)

Why prompt medical attention is crucial in cases of
testicular torsion in children

Tgl # 99T 7S (testicular torsion) & ATHAT # caRe
RIfclIT €1 F41 3T T+ ¢

Testicular Torsion in Children

Tt 7 guor A RRFeager eiie)

e Children’s testicular pain is frequently brushed off as a minor injury, or it is assumed
that it will go away on its own. Testicular torsion is one condition though, where a
delay could mean the difference between saving or losing the testicle. Raising
awareness is the first line of defence against long-term effects.

Sl T JOT && 3R Teh ATHll TIe HTeTed SoR37aTel Y T ST §, a1 Ig AT
ToraT ST § o g 319e) 31T et SeaT| offehet feargery ey Ol feurfar 8, foersd
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&Y T ATl T T TATAT AT WIAT 81 Thell & | ARTRRAT TGTAT e HHT 3 FoTET
eI ugelr T&m 3@ £

When the testicle twists around the spermatic cord and cuts off its blood supply, this
condition is known as testicular torsion.

STeT guoT EHIY] aTfdedt (spermatic cord) & TRT 3R AIS SIIAT & 3R 3T T TaTe
¥ ST &, A 30 AT ot eReFger ERie &gt ST &

The testicle may sustain permanent injury if treatment is not given immediately,
typically within four to six hours.

e et 3TAR o 42T ST, Y guor T AR A ofeT el §, ITHAR R IR & 85 6
& HR|

Although it can happen at any age, newborns and children as well as teenagers
during puberty are more likely to sustain this condition, when growth spurts cause
the testicles to become more mobile. Timely intervention is critical. Taking the pain
seriously and seeking immediate medical care can ensure the testis is saved.

glelifen g fomdlt 8t 331 7 g Herelt 8, olfehet I ety staamer RIpatt, et 3k
fareRTEwT (puberty) & ST TReIRT 7 318 @ ST €, ST growth spurts & HROT
guoT 378k aTfrRiel 81 ST &1 HHT T GEASIT 986 ST ¢ | &c 1 IR & et 3R

Il TRATSRcaT ST8Tel JTC et gouT &h el Hehell o |

Children might not always be able to express their symptoms as well as adults do.
Parents need to be aware of any unexpected changes, such as: sudden, severe pain
in one testicle, scrotal swelling or redness, nausea and vomiting, the child walking
awkwardly, refusing to sit or play and pain that comes on after a minor injury but
continues to worsen.

ST §HRT 379 TETUTT Sl TIEDT Sl g cTFd Ael P Il | ATAT-TIAT pr foredT of
ICITTRIC SeelTd 9 €Tl ST WG T, SHA: Teh JNOT H 37elleteh 3 ool &g, Hsher &
Tt AT AIfSHAT, AN 3R 36T, T FM AT ik 8 Tolsdl, o7 T Yeled § Fell
AT 3R aE AT TR AR TIE & 916 F BIaT & Alfehs] RITAR S6dT ST &

Children frequently arrive at the emergency room hours after the pain starts, which
can significantly lower the testicle’s chances of survival. Awareness is key.
Teenagers, young adults, and parents must be educated about the symptoms of
torsion and the need for immediate medical attention.

T IRER &S YE Bled & g ©E F1G ITITIhIelleT el H Tgad &, fTad guor & qae
<hT HIHTAAT ISR e BT STl § | STTReRT 81 7T 3T g1 foneiR, Zamsit 3R Avelr-ar
Y TRIET o ST&TUT A dAcehtel FITRcHT 2 HTGRTeRdT & TR & fRATETT oelr T B

Until proven otherwise, treat scrotal pain in children as an emergency. A physician
can confirm the diagnosis through an examination or with an ultrasound. Emergency
surgery to untwist the spermatic cord and fix both testicles is the standard
treatment for testicular torsion in order to prevent recurrence. The testicle can be
saved if blood supply to it is promptly restored.

SIS deh 31T AT o g, STal 3 3SR HT && DI TYTdHIA Aol | Teh Fafhcas sia
T T3S & ATETH A fAeTT Y S T Fehcll 1 YFRIV] dlfgell I @leral (untwist)

3R ST 0T T TR el o TT 3MTaTcrehieliet Qe ffehedm SEeager eiel &l ATelh
3YAR &, dTfeh GeRig i st et 511 Fah | TS Toret 3mqfet T aigTel @1 el &, &l goor aht
AT ST FheTT g
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Delays longer than six to eight hours, however, significantly reduce the affected
testicle’s chances of surviving.

QifeheT B & 316 b A 31T T &I JYOT & T2ret T HHTGAT &l AT H F Sl &

In cases where the testicle cannot be saved, removal may be required. Even then,
with one healthy testicle, boys usually maintain normal fertility and hormonal
function. Although a normal sexual life and good quality of life are possible even
with a single testis, the goal should always be to preserve both, for the physical and
psychological well-being of the individual.

3T ATHCT 7 ST gYUT i <181 ST ST Hehell, 38 Tolehiorsll U5 Hehcll & | THT ofY, Teh
FIEY YT & HIY o5 AATY 3T (fertility) 3R grferer #1F a1 t@d 81 grenife
Teh gNOT & AU $T FTAT AleT Shaet 3R 3ree) SiideT TaT H7d 8, olfehl o6 AR
gl T STel T BIeAT TG T, ATfeh safeh ol AR R ATl Hemor gARed g
|

Although torsion is uncommon, it can have major consequences. The testicle can be
saved with early detection and prompt treatment.

gleliieh TR HTAT &, oifehel $Heh 313X GRUTA 81 Hehcl © | JYUT &l STeq) Igatet
3R T 3TIR F ST ST HeelT &
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India needs more focus to reach SDG 3, a crucial goal

n June this year, India secured its best-ever
l position in the Sustainable Development

Goals (SDG) Index, ranking 99 out of 167
nations in the 2025 edition of the SDG Report.
This marked a significant improvement from its
rank of 109 rank in 2024, reflecting steady
progress since 2021. India has demonstrated
advancement in areas such as access to basic
services and infrastructure. Yet, the report also
flagged pressing challenges in key sectors,
particularly health and nutrition, where progress
has been uneven, especially in rural and tribal
communities.

There is still ground to be covered

In this backdrop, it is critical to ponder over SDG
3. Its goal is to “ensure healthy lives and promote
well-being for all at all ages”, and is one of the
most crucial, yet demanding, goals in India’s SDG
journey. It encompasses specific targets that India
has committed to achieve by 2030. Despite gains
in some areas, the overall trajectory indicates that
India is not on track in most targets. For example,
the Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) — the number
of mothers dying after childbirth per 100,000 live
births — stands at 97 deaths per 100,000 live
births, higher than the 2030 target of 70.

Even the under-five mortality rate remains at
32 deaths per 1,000 live births against the target
of 25. In developed countries, it ranges between
two and six deaths. Life expectancy now is only
70 years, falling short of the target of 73.63 years.
Out-of-pocket health-care expenditure continues
to burden families at 13% of total consumption,
nearly double the targeted 7.83%. Even
immunisation coverage, though commendably
high at 93.23%, has not yet reached the universal
target of 100%.

There are multiple reasons for these gaps.
They include, first, lack of access to quality health
care partially due to poor infrastructure and
economic factors; second, non-economic factors
such as poor nutrition, hygiene and sanitation
and other lifestyle choices and, third, cultural

Rahul Mehra

is National
Representative of
India, UNESCO Chair
for Global Health and
Education, and
Executive Chairman,
Tarang

Health Alliance

Compulsory
health education
in schools is one
measure that
can help close
the gap

practices and stigma around physical and mental
health. These cultural practices and limited
awareness often prevent communities from
accessing even the health-care services available
to them.

If India is to accelerate progress on SDG Goal 3,
a three-pronged approach is essential and one
that focuses on treatment and prevention of
diseases. The first is providing Universal Health
Insurance to the population. World Bank studies
show that countries with robust insurance
systems have lowered catastrophic health-care
expenditure while ensuring greater equity in
access. The second is to have high-quality
primary health centres across the country and
coordination of primary, secondary and tertiary
care.

The World Health Statistics 2022 by the World
Health Organization highlights that strong
primary systems help in detecting diseases
earlier, reducing hospitalisation costs, and
achieving better long-term outcomes. This will
also require harnessing the transformative
potential of digital health tools. Telemedicine and
integrated digital health records can bridge
access gaps, especially in rural and underserved
regions. Evidence from the Lancet Digital Health
Commission shows how digital platforms have
improved maternal health care and vaccination
tracking in several low and middle-income
countries, offering lessons that India can adapt.

Health education at the school level
Prevention of diseases is more cost-effective than
treating them. To prevent diseases, we need to
provide health education to all schoolchildren.
Children need to be educated about healthy
nutrition, good hygiene and sanitation,
reproductive health, road safety, and on mental
health topics.

At this young age, they need to improve their
health behaviour and not just their knowledge.
The health habits they develop at this age will be
maintained as they grow to be adults. When girls

become mothers, they will be more educated
about their health and advocate this for
themselves and their family. Over the long term,
the school health education initiative has the
potential to reduce MMR ratio, under-five
mortality and deaths due to road accidents. At
the same time, it can increase life expectancy and
immunisation rates.

Finland’s school-based health reforms in the
1970s, which wove lessons on nutrition, hygiene
and lifestyle into the curricula, played a central
role in reducing cardiovascular disease rates in
the decades that followed. In Japan, compulsory
health education has been linked to improved
hygiene practices and longer life expectancy. A
structured and progressive curriculum in India
can achieve similar results.

Need for concerted actions

Therefore, closing the SDG gap requires action by
policymakers to individual actions. Policymakers
need to embed health education in school
curricula while simultaneously investing in
universal health coverage and primary health
care.

All parents have an important role to play in
the health education of youth. They can review
their child’s school curriculum and determine
whether topics on physical, mental and social
health are being covered. If not, they should push
for it by communicating this to the department of
education.

India’s improved SDG ranking is encouraging.
But it should not obscure the reality that only 17%
of global SDG targets are currently on track to be
achieved by 2030. Educating its youth about
healthy behaviour, supported by stronger
health-care systems, can act as the foundation for
sustainable progress. And while 2030 is an
important milestone to reach, the true vision lies
further ahead — building a healthier and stronger
India. A government that devotes its attention to
embedding health education in school curricula
can help achieve the goal of a Viksit Bharat 2047.

India needs more focus to reach SDG 3, a crucial goal
R N SDG 3, Teh AFcAYUl &7, ah gl  foC 30+ ear
& Y IMARITRAT &

India’s Progress on SDG Index

R &Y THEE S8 W Werfa

e In June this year, India secured its best-ever position in the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) Index, ranking 99 out of 167 nations in the 2025
edition of the SDG Report.

$H I S H, ¥R o Tad AT 78T (SDG) $3FH H 31T T I AASS TUTT Yo
T, 31T 2025 FEFIOT hr SDG ROIE & 167 2t & 9947 TU=T g1ider |

e Global SDG Index Published annually by the Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN) in collaboration with the Bertelsmann Stiftung.
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e This marked a significant improvement from its rank of 109 in 2024, reflecting
steady progress since 2021.

Tg 2024 F 1093 FUT § Teh Agcaqol YR AT, AT 2021 T TRA Ferfel i e g1

« India has demonstrated advancement in areas such as access to basic services
and infrastructure.

R o Fa(T Wamait AR e e ug oI avt & ity fems &
e Yet, the report also flagged pressing challenges in key sectors, particularly health

and nutrition, where progress has been uneven, especially in rural and tribal
communities.

ot off, RUTE & Tareewr 3R AIWoT 518 9@ &1t A 7790 it 1 3oeR &, S
ST AT TET 8, faRy & & arior 3R Srererer aeger 7|

There is still ground to be covered
315t 8fY waT T AT AT IR

o In this backdrop, it is critical to ponder over SDG 3. Its goal is to “ensure healthy
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages”, and is one of the most crucial yet
demanding goals in India’s SDG journey.

58 YA H, THSIS 3 W [auR el Hgeaqul & | ST ofa g & “wef 3y 791t & faw
TIEY Shaet FARaa F 3R FeAor 1 qgrar a1, 3R Tg 7R H THSIS I H
TEH AgcaquT Aifehe] TeAlqUT ofedi # & Teh B

e |t encompasses specific targets that India has committed to achieve by 2030. Despite

gains in some areas, the overall trajectory indicates that India is not on track in most
targets.

SaH TARISE 8 A ¢ Toiee Rl ¥ 2030 ook GITeT et b ATeT fohall &1 Fe &1t

H TATTA & STIS[G, THI TSI 20T & o R 31ferenier oraat 3 | Iea W g &
e For example, the Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) stands at 97 deaths per 100,000
live births, higher than the 2030 target of 70.

31601 & foIT, AT {eg &T (MMR) 100,000 Shifaer stet oX 97 Al 8, 5 2030 &
a8 70 9 3 g1

e Even the under-five mortality rate remains at 32 deaths per 1,000 live births
against the target of 25. In developed countries, it ranges between two and six
deaths.

IgT ek o oier a @ &3 3T 7o & #1Y 1,000 Shfae Steat W 32 7k 8, Siafer e
25¢| Arfa A Iward sg AT F AT gl
o Life expectancy now is only 70 years, falling short of the target of 73.63 years.

TATS 3 AT AT Shael 70 I 8, ST ola g 73.63 T A A F

o Out-of-pocket health-care expenditure continues to burden families at 13% of
total consumption, nearly double the targeted 7.83%.

mem#aﬁquﬁaﬁwmamgm&ﬁgﬁrwwn%
€, 3R Ig AR o187 7.83% @ SR Q[T B |

e Even immunisation coverage, though commendably high at 93.23%, has not yet
reached the universal target of 100%.

g7 I Toh EIRTRIOT Faler, i foh TRIET & & 93.23% &, 37881 of arasiifdes e
100% T 76T TG & |
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Reasons for these gaps

ST RTAT F HROT

Lack of access to quality health care partially due to poor infrastructure and
economic factors.

TG ITETTAT IR TR HRON o Teld IOTaeTqor FELT HaT a0 T 1 |

Non-economic factors such as poor nutrition, hygiene, sanitation and other
lifestyle choices.

A-3nRiE HROT A WG YT, TaTST, H-TEIES 3R 31T shaadet RAweq|
Cultural practices and stigma around physical and mental health.
AR IR AT T & FJ3 TiEF o 7ear 3R FaF |

These cultural practices and limited awareness often prevent communities from
accessing even the health-care services available to them.

q FiEpicreh 3T R AT STHTERAT HFER HHACTIT T 3T TIELY Q13T Th
ggee A o Aokt

Accelerating progress on SDG 3

THIS 3 W yerfa dst HIAT

A three-pronged approach is essential that focuses on treatment and prevention
of diseases.

T PEaliT gfeaIoT 3raees § St dfeRat & 3war 3t et W) S 8|
First is providing Universal Health Insurance to the population.
UgEolT & STEEAT & FraHifAE Fareeg AT vere |

World Bank studies show that countries with robust insurance systems have
lowered catastrophic health-care expenditure while ensuring greater equity in
access.

e d% & sreaget e & o Ao AT yorrelr arel G2t o famers Y ¥areeT =17
1 e R & 3R aga A 3 FAEA glaRad &l

Second is to have high-quality primary health centres across the country and
coordination of primary, secondary and tertiary care.

GE & QU 33 A 3T I[UradT are G A Fareey dh i e 3R yrafa,

gfareira® AR geitas dwee & i wAeay|

WHO'’s World Health Statistics 2022 highlights that strong primary systems help in
detecting diseases earlier, reducing hospitalisation costs, and achieving better
long-term outcomes.

Secqua3T $Y T Fareey WiflTahr 2022 Tl ¢ o Aot Irafdies yorel denfiat
T STed! IdT 9T, HTIATT @Y "l 3R Ereaifars dgav aRome ucd el & Acg
AT

This will also require harnessing the transformative potential of digital health tools.

% ToIv f3fored Taeey 3Uao AT IRATARRT &THAT T SULRT FHLT T aTHh
gham|

Telemedicine and integrated digital health records can bridge access gaps,
especially in rural and underserved regions.

ehAfRAET AR v RBfSiee Fareed ReiE uga 1 &g A1 o) @l &, AT &0 @
artor 3 e et A

Page76

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Evidence from the Lancet Digital Health Commission shows how digital
platforms have improved maternal health care and vaccination tracking in
several low and middle-income countries, offering lessons that India can adapt.

e Bfoee tou FARe F ara fTam ¢ 6 58 Bforee ciewit 2 w8 far 3ilk
FEIH I AT et A AT Fareed e@erer 3 Eaprartor Sfer A gur R g, S R
& foIT 3u1el Geeh Y& AT

Health education at the school level
fReaeT TR W Farrey Raw

Prevention of diseases is more cost-effective than treating them. To prevent
diseases, we need to provide health education to all schoolchildren.

AR Fr AU 37T SISt et Y Jelell H T Tehthracil § | SATRET T Wehot
o ToIT g Tt Topell Sodlt oht Ty RY&T TeTel il i 3TaRTehd &

Children need to be educated about healthy nutrition, good hygiene and
sanitation, reproductive health, road safety, and mental health topics.

Sl T FIEY GIN0T, D FaeodT AR ATH-AEBTS, ToleleT Tareed, WS Gt 3R
AARAF Ty YAt & IR 7 Rifea Far ser anfgo|

At this young age, they need to improve their health behaviour and not just their
knowledge.

$H FH 3H H, 37 haol ATl &1 161 Sieh 3Tl FARLT SIAER T FERA T ITTLIRAT
gl

The health habits they develop at this age will be maintained as they grow to be
adults.

9 37 H [Apfad $I 3715 TaELY ATed 370 aIEH gt W Y Fair g |

When girls become mothers, they will be more educated about their health and
advocate this for themselves and their family.

ST arefRar AT g7 €, a7 I 319e) T2 & IR # 31 RfEd glehr 39T 3mae g
379a IRER & fOT sHET gerTerd H3E|

Over the long term, the school health education initiative has the potential to reduce
MMR ratio, under-five mortality and deaths due to road accidents.

Ereehler 7, TaeTery Fareey 16T Ugel AN Heg &3, I 99 § FF Mg H{g &I 31N
ST gUCI3I A §1oF aTell Al T o e T &7HAT Wl B

At the same time, it can increase life expectancy and immunisation rates.
Y Y, T 3T AR 3R FTHOT G T TGT Thell 81

Finland’s school-based health reforms in the 1970s, which wove lessons on
nutrition, hygiene and lifestyle into the curricula, played a central role in reducing
cardiovascular disease rates in the decades that followed.

fretels & Rgamag-smRe FareeT FuR 1970 & gere 7 v, Feaar ik
Shaerdlel I uTaTsa & A R, fSae 31 aTel g2reh! & &6 T &R ! v FeY
A FgcaquT iR fRems|

In Japan, compulsory health education has been linked to improved hygiene
practices and longer life expectancy.

ST H, 3T Ty 6T i Sec Faeaar wumst 3R oel 3y goamm & Sist
AT
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A structured and progressive curriculum in India can achieve similar results.

HRA # o aXraa 3R erferefier areasa GaTe aRons ured T dhdT ¢

Need for concerted actions

A e FRAARE $T JTTRTFHAT

Therefore, closing the SDG gap requires action by policymakers to individual
actions.

SOTIT, THENS 3(dT T §¢ el & fov Afa-aAEREt & dex afFded TR ds
HTIATET FI AT HAT & |

Policymakers need to embed health education in school curricula while
simultaneously investing in universal health coverage and primary health care.

AI-FAATIHAT T Tohor UTashel H Fareey R 1 eNTffer = =few 3R @ &
AEHIAF AT Falsr 317 AT F@areg d@se F Raer T A1Rv|

All parents have an important role to play in the health education of youth.

T ATeT-far hr Jar Faree et 7 Agcaqet i ¢

They can review their child’s school curriculum and determine whether topics on
physical, mental and social health are being covered.

d 39 T & Thel YTGTHH ol FHIET X Hehdl & AN TE dF I Hehel o 1o AT SHH
AR, AR 3R wEfore ARy & R anfAe &

If not, they should push for it by communicating this to the department of education.
afe; =7, A 3¢ 50 R Rsimr G T $H fT EaTd Sefr=r e

India’s improved SDG ranking is encouraging.

R T G g5 THSKelt WhaT ScaTEstor ¢

But it should not obscure the reality that only 17% of global SDG targets are
currently on track to be achieved by 2030.

AfeheT g S8 ArEdTdehcll 3l GUIAT 781 AT foh aciaATel H dfRash e aea # 4
ol 17% &1 2030 I g1 8e giet I g W & |

Educating its youth about healthy behaviour, supported by stronger health-care
systems, can act as the foundation for sustainable progress.

3791 aT37T I FaFY R & IR H RIFATT AT IR FI FTARELT ST Jorrelt &
AT AT Fad T Y wAia ST Hehell 1

And while 2030 is an important milestone to reach, the true vision lies further ahead
— building a healthier and stronger India.

3R STafeh 2030 Teh HgcAYUT HeT & T &, AT gioC SHY 3T § — Teoh T
3R AT oA T AT

A government that devotes its attention to embedding health education in school
curricula can help achieve the goal of a Viksit Bharat 2047.

Teh TN 11 Tl Iaasha # Faeey RaT | L4 & 8, 95 [fia 7R 2047 &
& T T et H FAGE X Hahell ¢
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Holistic approach

India needs a multi-pronged strategy

to deal with stubble burning
T he Supreme Court of India has broached

the possibility of prosecuting farmers,
caught setting fire to their fields, to pre-
pare for winter sowing or rabi crop. ‘Stubble
burning’ is a major contributor to air pollution in
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and Haryana, par-
ticularly in October and November, when the
southwest monsoon has receded and adverse
meteorological conditions trap toxic particulate
matter emissions from vehicles, industry, gar-
bage burning and agricultural waste. While the
causes and the ways to reduce particulate matter
pollution from agriculture are known, the efforts
by the Centre to tackle the long-standing problem
have been half-hearted. The creation of the Com-
mission for Air Quality Management (CAQM), a
central body with the power to reach out across
the borders of Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pra-
desh and Rajasthan, was a positive step and an
acknowledgement that air pollution in one State
cannot be tackled without the cooperation of
others. However, the four-year-old statutory bo-
dy has failed to exercise its powers in a manner
that is independent of political pressure. Take the
example of its recent order to ban the sale of pe-
trol and diesel in the National Capital Region to
‘end-of-life’ vehicles, from July 1. A public outcry
in Delhi and its political leaders — largely on tech-
nical grounds — and the Court’s intervention,
forced its implementation to November this year,
that too beginning with parts of the NCR that are
not a part of the Delhi municipalities. In stubble
burning too, the CAQM has not been able to im-
press upon the judiciary that stubble burning
was due to recalcitrant farmers, limited enforce-
ment by Punjab and Haryana and the structure of
agricultural economics that left the average, debt-
ridden farmer with little choice. In recent years,
it has emerged that Punjab has been claiming a
reduction in farm fires when it was in fact in-
creasing. The CAQM chose not to disclose this.
In the absence of a transparent mechanism to
evaluate and address an issue and being cowed
down by imagined political repercussions, it is
not surprising that suggestions such as to “jail
farmers” to act as a deterrent to others are being
bandied about. While no section of citizens —
farmer or industrialist — can be considered to be
above the law, creating better incentives, enforc-
ing existing laws and being transparent about
what is realistically achievable are more advisa-
ble steps than ‘carrot and stick’ approaches.

Holistic approach
qHIT gioehIoT

. India needs a multi-pronged strategy to deal
with stubble burning

R I Wrelt STt (stubble burning) & fAdes & forw
Ueh EIHTATAT 0T (multi-pronged strategy) T
HETHAT &

Stubble Burning and Supreme Court’s Intervention

W SFTATAT AT Fa e ~ AT FT 68T

. The Supreme Court of India has broached the
possibility of prosecuting farmers, caught setting fire to
their fields, to prepare for winter sowing or rabi crop.

HR & Hafed AT 7 3o fhrell | HheAT Telld
T HHATIAT STclTS &, Toiee Afet 1 gars o1 T&lt et
T & T Wt & 31T SR YehsT |
. ‘Stubble burning’ is a major contributor to air
pollution in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and
Haryana, particularly in October and November, when
the southwest monsoon has receded and adverse
meteorological conditions trap toxic particulate matter

emissions from vehicles, industry, garbage burning and
agricultural waste.

“qRTelt STerer e, 3T waer, vere 3R I A arg
TGO & Ueh ToId 0T ¢, WA Hagar A Aaa 7,
ST TRTOT-qTEH AT UIeS 8¢ bt Bl & 3R wfciepet
3qfRrse & folehclel aTel STgTel UT TEre ol HaT ol ¢ |

. While the causes and the ways to reduce
particulate matter pollution from agriculture are known,

the efforts by the Centre to tackle the long-standing
problem have been half-hearted.

IS & 0T TETY TGHUT BT HH A & HROT 33U
AT gl & SIdo]g, S8 ofd AT I Tell 31T ET TATIT H
&oT et oh oI &g & T M-3R W &

. The creation of the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM), a central body with the
power to reach out across the borders of Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, was a
positive step and an acknowledgement that air pollution
in one State cannot be tackled without the cooperation
of others.

A I[OTET YT HTANT (CAQM) T ITeT, ST Ueh sha g
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fovehTar & 3R rorrer, gRamom, fereelt, SeR wer 3iR TSTEUTeT 1 TATIHT TFeh Tg ol HY
I TGAT §, Teh APRIH e AT IR 3 ST 1 TlRRIFT AT o Ueh T T a1y
TENUT 33 AT o HEAT o (el §oT 181 TehdT ST HehelT|

However, the four-year-old statutory body has failed to exercise its powers in a
manner that is independent of political pressure.

glelifeh, TG TR Aol AT Fenforer fremrr Toteiifcres aata @ T alieh & 37910
QTR T 3TN &t H et W@ &

Take the example of its recent order to ban the sale of petrol and diesel in the
National Capital Region to ‘end-of-life’ vehicles, from July 1.

SHHT 3CTEL0T ST FITAT G &, TSI 1 J[eT$ & TSR Tarermedt &1 (NCR) #H ‘1=
qIE=Ar T it 3R SieTer ST fshT TR 9ideer SIeT a1 |

A public outcry in Delhi and its political leaders — largely on technical grounds —
and the Court’s intervention, forced its implementation to November this year, that
too beginning with parts of the NCR that are not a part of the Delhi municipalities.

feeelt 3 Sretar 3R Tateifcres a3t o1 fater — e w0 & qeheiieht 3MUR W — 31K
IETAd & §ET8IT o ST fohdTeaTsT ol 5T IV & AdeT deh Tl ¢aT, g o haol 37
NCR &1 # St freelt siaranfaramsit &1 feear 7gi |

In stubble burning too, the CAQM has not been able to impress upon the judiciary
that stubble burning was due to recalcitrant farmers, limited enforcement by Punjab

and Haryana and the structure of agricultural economics that left the average, debt-
ridden farmer with little choice.

Tell ATt & A H 8T, CAQM FATU1{oiehT &bl Tg TSI H 39 8T fob Rrelr
STerTetT ToredT fararmstt, detmer 3R R garT Wi vade 3R F srvme @ 3q
GITAT & HROT %,%ﬂﬁm?rmwmﬁé:wagawﬁwqmél

In recent years, it has emerged that Punjab has been claiming a reduction in farm
fires when it was in fact increasing. The CAQM chose not to disclose this.

&1l & aut & Ig TTHA 3T o6 TSI WTell STellel T TeaT3it & Y &1 g1ar &Y IgT 2T,
Steffeh aTEcTd # A 9 T8 AT CAQM o 38 3R AET el oTT |

In the absence of a transparent mechanism to evaluate and address an issue and
being cowed down by imagined political repercussions, it is not surprising that
suggestions such as to “jail farmers” to act as a deterrent to others are being
bandied about.

fonell Feg T Hediehet IR FATHUIT A & ToIT IRt a7 T IguEUf 3R Hreufaen
Tatehfces IRUTAT & ST ST & HROT, Tg HRIISTAH o761 & [ GaRI ol Udhed & oI
Rt Y “Irer oy Sy T A 37 R

While no section of citizens — farmer or industrialist — can be considered to be
above the law, creating better incentives, enforcing existing laws and being

transparent about what is realistically achievable are more advisable steps than
‘carrot and stick’ approaches.

STafeh ATTRERT &1 g ot 93T — foraTet AT 3EARTITT — Flefel & FUR AT AL ST
Hehell, TR NeHTEsT Gel, AISIET HIefaAl I oI13] AT 3R area s §9 & a1 griier
ToraT ST HehaTT €, 38 W areet g1, arét 3R amere gfteawior @ 3ifee 3fRd wea g
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Why are Maharashtra’s onion

farmers protesting?

Is the government’s buffer stock policy hurting farmers?

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The story so far:

ince September 12, thousands of
farmers from Maharashtra,
India’s largest onion-producing
State, have been holding a phone
protest. The main reason for the agitation
is the distress caused by the fall in market
prices of onions. Farmers are demanding
immediate government intervention and
aid of 1,500 per quintal. Experts say the
problem is systemic. Maharashtra has
produced more onions than needed this
year, and the quality of stored Rabi
onions has deteriorated, lowering market
prices. They argue that the government
must streamline onion exports, establish
a uniform export policy, build trust
among importers, and hold discussions
with key buyers to secure stable markets.

Why are farmers protesting?
At present, farmers say they earn only

T800 to 31,000 per quintal for their
onions, while the production cost stands
at 32,200 to ¥2,500 per quintal. The Rabi
onions stored by farmers in the hope of
better rates are deteriorating, forcing
them to sell at even lower prices. At the
same time, the government has released
its buffer stock in the market at cheaper
prices, further dragging down rates.
“NCCF and NAFED should be stopped
from selling their stocks in cities across
the country,” one of the key demands put
forth by the Maharashtra State Onion
Producer Farmers' Organisation said.
National Cooperative Consumers’
Federation of India Ltd. (NCCF), a major
consumer cooperative in India; and
National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India Ltd.
(NAFED), the apex cooperative
organisation for promoting and
developing the cooperative marketing of
agricultural produce for the benefit of
farmers, jointly procure, store and

thereafter sell the onions in the market as
a part of the Government of India’s price
stabilisation policy.

How is the onion price stabilisation
policy affecting the farmers?

India’s onion price stabilisation policy
focuses on maintaining a strategic buffer
stock under the Price Stabilisation Fund
(PSF) to manage price volatility. The
government procures onions to build this
buffer, and during periods of high prices
or lean supply, they are released from the
stock into major consumption centres
through outlets and mobile vans to ensure
affordability for consumers and prevent
hoarding.

However, at present, farmers are still
sitting on the stocks of Rabi onions and
are trying to sell them in the market.

At a time when their produce is
receiving a market price lower than the
production cost, the prices are brought
down further due to the NAFED and

Maharashtra’s Onion Farmers Protest
HERISE & STl fhATeil T vl

e Why are Maharashtra’s onion farmers protesting?
HERTSE & TATST (onion) fRATAT T Ue=Td 47 8T IgT &2
e |s the government’s buffer stock policy hurting farmers?

FIT TSR T T Teiah AT (buffer stock policy) FRTTHAT T TeiaT T QT 872

Maharashtra Farmers’ Onion Protest

AERTSE & fhaat 1 orer faieyr

NCCF stocks.

‘What solutions are farmers and
experts proposing?

According to government data, 25.25 lakh
tonnes of onions were exported in the
year 2022-23, a significant surge
compared to previous years. But within
two years, exports fell by more than half
— in 2024-25, only 11.47 lakh tonnes were
exported. “There is an urgent need to
restore competitiveness and secure
India’s position in global onion markets.
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka were the two
main importers of Indian onions. Today,
both of them have looked away from us.
The government needs to have a stable
export policy. Any flip-flops lead to a loss
of credibility for the country in the
international market,” an exporter who
did not wish to be named said.

Farmers and exporters want the
government to incentivise exports, as
India is one of the leading growers of
onions in the world. During the flux in the
government’s export policy, countries like
China and Pakistan have taken over
India’s export market, farmers said.

Meanwhile, the Andhra Pradesh
government has announced procurement
of onions at 1,200 per quintal, a base
price considered crucial to protecting
farmers. One of the suggestions given to
the government of Maharashtra is to
emulate the Andhra model and
incentivise the onion farmers.

Since September 12, thousands of farmers from Maharashtra, India’s largest
onion-producing State, have been holding a phone protest.

12 RAAER &, HRA & T I3 ST IcUIGH T AERISE h §oIRT [hdTeT Blel &
ATeTH @ AR @ 2

e The main reason for the agitation is the distress caused by the fall in market
prices of onions.

3TieTelal ST HEY HRUT TS T qEIR HIF! A PRMEE § 3cdel F€ ¢

e Farmers are demanding immediate government intervention and aid of ¥1,500 per

quintal.

ferarTeT HTeT 3T T8 § deaptel TXART gEaa1T 3R 9l fFacer 1,500 WeTaT|
o Experts say the problem is systemic.

fadws ga & fr I8 TeTar gomehera 21

e Maharashtra has produced more onions than needed this year, and the quality of

stored Rabi onions has deteriorated, lowering market prices.

34 qY AERISE of ATATh F IHTF UTST FT It (ohdT 8, 3R FIEIT &t 1=t T
IOTTT TR &Y TS €, Foad a1 et AR a1 €

e Experts argue that the government must streamline onion exports, establish a

uniform export policy, build trust among importers, and hold discussions with key
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buyers to secure stable markets.

faQisrer deh &t € o TR 1 Tt fTel Y Geaa ey et wife e, wanT faafa
A T el =g, smarast & der faRam Se1r =1fe e, 3R FEg Tlert & ary
R seR giafdaa w3 F faw awat s =nfge)

Why are farmers protesting?

Farmers say they earn only 800 to ¥1,000 per quintal for their onions, while the
production cost stands at ¥2,200 to ¥2,500 per quintal.

foReTeT shga & 7o 378 3191 1T & TIT aharel 2800 & 1,000 Wi fFdeer Ao &,
STaTeh 3cqTesT dTaTd 22,200 ¥ 2,500 9fa fFaeer &1

The Rabi onions stored by farmers in hope of better rates are deteriorating, forcing
them to sell at even lower prices.

Sgc ST T 3FAHIG A TohATeT GaRT HIGIT & ST TS 81 el &, T 3o6 3N &
AT I AT 3 AT AT T I3 W@ |

At the same time, the government has released its buffer stock in the market at
cheaper prices, further dragging down rates.

U THY, THR o 3o 6T TP I SR A & hraAal ¥ SR R, foad Hrerd
AR AR )

“NCCF and NAFED should be stopped from selling their stocks in cities across the
country,” said the Maharashtra State Onion Producer Farmers’ Organisation.

“G2T o AT H 319eY T€ierd sidet & NCCF 31 NAFED T T STTeT ATeV,” AGRTSE

T TS 3G TohaTeT WIS o gl
NCCF and NAFED jointly procure, store and sell onions as part of the Government
of India’s price stabilisation policy.

NCCF 3R NAFED fAde caret &l Tigd, Hafed td 3 3ad §, ST Rd TR
Ao Feudiavor Aifa & ffear g

How is the onion price stabilisation policy affecting the farmers?

e {ed Feuiaor Hife frame & F& wnia s §?

India’s onion price stabilisation policy focuses on maintaining a strategic buffer
stock under the Price Stabilisation Fund (PSF) to manage price volatility.

HR T AT Hod e 0T i 1 HE&T €1 Hoa FTPURar &1 [FafEd ate & faw

Price Stabilisation Fund (PSF) & dgd 0T ifae® a9 Tl a0 3@ T &1

The government procures onions to build this buffer, and during periods of high
prices or lean supply, they are released into major consumption centres through
outlets and mobile vans.

TLHR 3 TH I T & [T carar @liee 8, 31X 3= e a1 &3 3rgfed & g
St HET ITHNT Fal 7 3M3cae 3R Aasa 37 & AregHw & IR v ST B

Farmers are still sitting on stocks of Rabi onions and trying to sell them, but NAFED
and NCCF stocks are further reducing prices.

foraet 373f off W& e & Tefag GRS & 3R S iy AR e @) 8, ifeheT NAFED
3 NCCF & Teiqq & Fraa 3tk TR @ 8
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What solutions are farmers and experts proposing?

foraTet 3 faeys Fia @ gATUS TERd w R 8?2

o Government data shows 25.25 lakh tonnes of onions were exported in 2022-23, a
significant surge compared to previous years.

w@rm%mﬁ%ﬁszozzﬁﬁzs.zsmmmarﬁaﬁagm S OGer auf
Y eeT 3 Fgca T e &

o Within two years, exports fell by more than half — in 2024-25, only 11.47 lakh
tonnes were exported.

ar aTel o IR, Tt 3mer & 31f¥e O 31T — 2024-25 7 FHhaer 11.47 A o FHM
forgicT g3l

o Experts say there is an urgent need to restore competitiveness and secure India’s
position in global onion markets.

farwst sga & o wfaeauicredr 98T st 3R 3R 61 Rl = dRgs w1 =R
# AT Fet T deahrel HTTFAT ¢ |

o Bangladesh and Sri Lanka were the two main importers of Indian onions, but both
have shifted away from India.

qATRRT 3R AT R & TS & &1 {ET AT &, olfdhed 316 Gl F 7R ¥ g
37T [Ahed 39T g

e Farmers and exporters want the government to incentivise exports, as India is one
of the leading onion growers in the world.

feparTet 3R fordiaes =mgd 8 o avenr Tt &t Wicafea =, it R giear &
YHY AT 3c9TGH H E Th g

e During flux in the government’s export policy, countries like China and Pakistan
have taken over India’s export market.

WHR 1 AT N & 31fRrar & e, D 31 aifrears 3 2t & 9Ra & Faia

ISR 9T dheall o folaT &1

e Andhra Pradesh government has announced procurement of onions at ¥1,200 per
quintal, considered crucial for protecting farmers.

3TET Y& TIHPR o TS T @i 1,200 Ifa fFaee 9T Hda S avor &1, fo frgmr
T GR&T & AT HgeaquT AT ST 8|

e Maharashtra is suggested to emulate the Andhra model and incentivise onion
farmers.

HERTSE ! FoITa 16T 31T & o a8 317er Afser 3910 3R carer framel 1 e
g
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How the DeepSeek-R1 Al model was taught

to teach itself to reason

Reinforcement learning alone, with the right design, could produce reasoning behaviour that was previously thought to require human examples;

DeepSeek-R1 shows signs of reflection, verification, and adaptability without supervised fine-tuning

Vasu!evan Mu!un!!

The story so far:
or many decades, one of the
great challenges in artificial
intelligence (AD) has been
teaching machines to reason.
Reasoning goes beyond memorising facts
or completing sentences. It’s the ability to
follow steps, reflect on mistakes, and
adjust strategies until the right answer is
found.

Humans use reasoning for everything
from solving maths problems to writing
computer programmes, from negotiating
their daily lives to deciding whom to vote
for. Large language models (LLMs) such as
GPT-4 or DeepSeek-V3 have surprised
scientists by showing signs of reasoning
when scaled to large sizes. Another
method, called chain-of-thought
prompting, where the model is nudged to
“think step by step”, has also boosted
performance.

But both these approaches come with
limits. Training models to reason usually
demand human-made examples. E.g.,
people show an Al model how to solve
problems and the Al learns to copy the
method. This is slow, expensive, and
introduces human biases. It also caps the
AT’s creativity because the model can’t
explore problem-solving methods that
humans didn’t think of.

In a paper published in Nature on
September 17, the DeepSeek-Al team
reported that it was able to reach its
model, called just Rl, to reason by asking
an ambitious question: what if we allowed
the model to teach itself to reason without
showing it human examples first? That is,
they found that R1 could develop new
forms of reasoning using reinforcement
learning, a method of trial and error
guided only by rewards for correct
answers.

What is reinforcement learning?
The team’s aim was to make the model
smarter at maths and coding, as well as to

uncover how reasoning behaviours might
emerge naturally when a machine is given
the proper incentives.

DeepSeek researchers began with V3
Base, a large language model similar to
other state-of-the-art systems. Instead of
using the usual supervised fine-tuning,
where humans provide the reasoning
steps, they applied ‘group relative policy
optimisation’, a reinforcement learning
method designed for efficiency.

In this setup, the model, called R1-Zero
at first, was asked to solve mathematical
and algorithmic problems. For each
attempt, it had to produce two parts: a
reasoning process inside
“<think>...</think>" tags and a final
answer inside ~<answer>...</answer>"
tags. The only reward came from whether
the final answer was correct, judged by
rule-based systems like answer keys or
code compilers. No one told the model
how its reasoning should look.

Over thousands of training steps, the
model learned by trial and error. If an
answer was wrong, the path that led there
was discouraged; if it was right, the path
was reinforced. Importantly, the
researchers also tracked how the model’s
thinking time, i.e., the number of tokens
it used in its reasoning section, changed.
Strikingly, the model began writing longer
and more reflective reasoning chains on
its own, sometimes including phrases like
“wait” or “let’s try again”, revealing an
ability to self-correct.

Was there human intervention?
To address weaknesses such as poor
readability and mixing English with
Chinese, the team built R1 from R1-Zero.
This process included adding incentives
for consistently using one language,
supervised fine-tuning with both
reasoning and non-reasoning data. The
final model thus inherited the raw
reasoning power of R1-Zero while also
becoming easier to use and safer.

The results were striking. On the
American Invitational Mathematics

Examination (AIME) 2024, a tough
competition that usually the smartest
high-school students attempt, R1-Zero’s
accuracy jumped from just 15.6% at the
start of training to 77.9% by the end. With
more tuning, it reached 86.7%, surpassing
the average performance of human
students.

At a certain stage, R1-Zero began using
the word “wait” more often in its
reasoning, just like a human might have
when a mistake is spotted. The
researchers said this meant the model
wasn’t blindly following a path but
actively rethinking steps when something
seemed off. In effect, reinforcement
learning had coaxed the Al into
behaviours that resembled reflection and
verification, both elements of reasoning.

The ultimate R1 model was even
stronger: it was good at maths and coding
as well as on benchmarks for general
knowledge, answering questions, and
following instructions. Compared to its
predecessors, R1 was also more consistent
with its choice of language and better
aligned with human preferences for
helpfulness and safety. When evaluated
with frameworks like AlpacaEval 2.0 and
Arena-Hard, which test how well a model
follows instructions, R1 improved by 25%
and 17%, respectively, which are
considered large.

What are the pros and cons of
reasoning?
Many large language models, including
widely used systems like ChatGPT, often
demand large amounts of computational
resources during testing. R1, on the other
hand, could adapt how much it “thought™
depending on the task’s difficulty. Simple
problems were met with short reasoning
chains, while harder ones led to longer,
more elaborate chains. This dynamic
allocation avoided demanding power on
questions that didn’t warrant it. However,
reinforcement learning itself is
energy-intensive.

Taken together, the findings confirm

that reinforcement learning alone (with
the right design) could produce reasoning
behaviours that were previously thought
to require human examples. This could
change the way we think about how
intelligence might grow in artificial
systems. For instance, in the future,
researchers could build verifiers that
check answers and let the model figure
out its own strategies. If the answer toa
maths problem, a computer programme
or a factual question can be reliably
checked, then reinforcement learning can
do the rest. This could speed up progress
while reducing human labour and bias.

Indeed, traditional LLM training
pipelines bank heavily on large
human-labelled datasets — people writing
question-answer pairs, reasoning steps,
preference judgments, etc. They are
expensive and often assembled under
exploitative labour conditions. If
machines can be taught to reason using
reinforcement learning alone, the
demand for human-annotated data can
shrink, thus also reducing pressure to
source cheap labour worldwide. However,
the study paper also acknowledges that
tasks without clear ground-truthing still
rely on human-labelled data for reward
models. So human input is not
eliminated; only its scope may shrink to
areas where no reliable verifier can be
built.

A model that learns to reason will also
demand better reward signals for
open-ended tasks like writing, which is
difficult, as well as stronger safeguards as
it becomes capable of generating
dangerous or manipulative content. In
fact, watching a machine develop
reflective behaviour (pausing, checking,
revising, etc.) raises questions about how
far such systems can go. If reasoning
emerges from incentives rather than
instructions, could creativity or deeper
forms of understanding emerge in the
same way?

Time will tell — unless DeepSeek-R1
figures it out first.

How the DeepSeek-R1 Al model was taught to teach itself

to reason

DeepSeek-R1 THTE ATSH H TGF dd HIAT AT T a1

Reinforcement learning alone, with the right design, could produce reasoning

behaviour that was previously thought to require human examples;

&g Reinforcement learning 31X W& 33i1seT & TTer, ¥|T 9% ¥aER (reasoning
behaviour) 3cqs T T THdT § TOW Tga Hael ALTT 3816011 (human examples) & 3T

HTAT SATAT UT;

o DeepSeek-R1 shows signs of reflection, verification, and adaptability without

supervised fine-tuning
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DeepSeek-R1 # reflection, verification, 3iiX adaptability & Tohd feaa g, fo=T forey

supervised fine-tuning |

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Reasoning

F i gefiwar AR wefla aF

For many decades, one of the great challenges in artificial intelligence (Al) has
been teaching machines to reason.

s SRl A, FTAA FEftrerar (Al) # veh 37 Yetddl 7t F ak Fer Ra=r wre)

Reasoning goes beyond memorising facts or completing sentences. It’s the ability to
follow steps, reflect on mistakes, and adjust strategies until the right answer is
found.

% el dLAT Tl AT HIeT IT AT [T Fed § AT AT ¢ | TE WEY 3 [Heled o
HEHI DI Teled el, AT IR faaR et, 3R I0EAITAIT Sl GATIIGIT et ehl & T
gl

Humans use reasoning for everything from solving maths problems to writing
computer programmes, from negotiating daily life to deciding whom to vote for.

HeJS Tl ol STANT T FS Flel & (1T T 8, SN A0 T FHAEATAT F g T,

Foge T forge, Sfae sfiaet 7 T o 31k a8 99 e & ford ae e &

Large language models (LLMs) such as GPT-4 or DeepSeek-V3 have surprised
scientists by showing signs of reasoning when scaled to large sizes.

3 HINT AT (LLMs) 3 GPT-4 I1 DeepSeek-V3 o AT &bl 3meadaichd fhar &
FIifh 3 AT W g TelTal I T T o1 & Fohd @I IR &

Another method, called chain-of-thought prompting, where the model is nudged to
“think step by step”, has also boosted performance.

Tdh 31T 1T, T chain-of-thought prompting Fgd &, fST# Al T “shed &l
oA Ardel” & forw aRka forar Srar 8, & #ff vedle &l ser g

But both these approaches come with limits. Training models to reason usually
demand human-made examples, which is slow, expensive, and introduces human
biases.

AfheT I gIAT Tl WA & 121 3 &1 Aol A I @ F AT 3madt W AR
AT 3eTE0r AIfRT, Y AT, AT & 3R AT TaT9Td 1T

It also caps the Al’s creativity because the model can’t explore problem-solving
methods that humans didn’t think of.

g Al H TATHS AT A 3 DIAT AT § FAITF ATs 37 THTIT-GAT fAfQat r
T ST@1 ST Hehell S FHJs o FiiY o7 781 &1

DeepSeek-Al Experiment (R1 Model)
DeepSeek-Al ¥I1T (R1 ATS)

In a paper published in Nature on September 17, the DeepSeek-Al team reported
that their model, called R1, could reason by teaching itself without human examples
first.

17 RAdeR F1 Nature & TR T 95 & DeepSeek-Al EF & Id/T foh 37T Al
R1 AT 361607 fe@y fatr ge & deh o Hehell B

Page86

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

¢ R1 developed new forms of reasoning using reinforcement learning, a method of
trial and error guided only by rewards for correct answers.

R1 & AT YR & de FT [ard fHAT reinforcement learning &7 39TWT #Xeh, ST hdol
e I & folv qreEsR 3menfa e 3t adiator fafer g

What is Reinforcement Learning?

Dgewrdae afetor FT§?

e The aim was to make the model smarter at maths and coding, and uncover how
reasoning behaviours might emerge naturally with proper incentives.

SHHI 362 AlSel i Ao IR HFer # 3110 TATE T 3R I IdAT ST 27 foh
3T WeATge Ao W o eJagR 8 T §9 8 33 Hehdl &

o DeepSeek researchers began with V3 Base, a large language model similar to other
state-of-the-art systems.

DeepSeek 2NEThcl3il o1 V3 Base T e T, Sl 31+ ITaaH ddeaildh! AECH o4

g2 HINT Ao g

e Instead of supervised fine-tuning, they applied group relative policy
optimisation, a reinforcement learning method designed for efficiency.

AHT supervised fine-tuning & <11, 37g1s1 group relative policy optimisation
e foram, St werarefierar & foiw f33T8st 61 918 reinforcement learning 3f2 &1

e The model, called R1-Zero initially, was asked to solve mathematical and
algorithmic problems.

Hisel, foT8 YEIHTT # R1-Zero FHgT 1T, § ATONAT 3R TeanRE AT FATA3iT A1 g
FeT o ToIT gl 37|

e For each attempt, it had to produce two parts: a reasoning process inside tags and
a final answer inside tags.

Tcdeh SITH & ToIT, S8 & AT ellel & ST & 376 a uishar AR 297 & 3icT sifaw

I |

e The only reward came from whether the final answer was correct, judged by rule-
based systems like answer keys or code compilers.

THAT IERR 8 S R TR AT 7 3iferer 3o @ § a1 1€, o 3e) Foft A1 9
FUST ol fATe-3menia R{wes & ST arm|

¢ No one told the model how its reasoning should look.
e & ATser I T8 Te] I/ fob ST do FaT = =@nfgw|

e Over thousands of training steps, the model learned by trial and error. Wrong
answers discouraged the path; correct answers reinforced it.

TR STRIETOT =RUTT & aNTeT, Aiser o e 3 aiator & W@ | arerd 3ot & T &t
FlCaTTed o, TET 3TRT o 38 FAoqe |

o Researchers tracked the model's thinking time, i.e., the number of tokens used in
its reasoning section.
MEHAT3T & ATSel & W & THT 1 & (AT, AT 7o 3efeTer 7 3uer fu arw
TheheT T TET|

o Strikingly, the model began writing longer and more reflective reasoning chains,

sometimes including phrases like “wait” or “let’s try again”, showing an ability to
self-correct.
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3T STeleh &9 U, Alsel o ofall 3N 317 Rraeerefier o s@en fawer & w1 &,
hafl-hefl “wait” AT “let’s try again” SIT diercrar QA i, ST FT-FUR I &THAT
feard £

Human Intervention in DeepSeek-R1
DeepSeek-R1 & AT g&I&IT

To address weaknesses such as poor readability and mixing English with
Chinese, the team built R1 from R1-Zero.

GU goAIar 31 33l 3R =t & fsmor SRt ARt #r oy e & fw S o

R1-Zero & R1 ST

This process included adding incentives for consistently using one language,
supervised fine-tuning with both reasoning and non-reasoning data.

58 GfsRaT 3 T AT & SeMAR 3UAT & fow SieaTgeT Siser 3R JRasss rge-
TR AT ATTHST T, ToTe# e 3R IR-eh SeT et enfder U

The final model inherited the raw reasoning power of R1-Zero while also becoming
easier to use and safer.

3ifqH Aser of R1-Zero &7 FedT deh Afed TATad & off 31 8 39T & mane 31K
& oY S|

On the American Invitational Mathematics Examination (AIME) 2024, R1-Zero’s
accuracy jumped from 15.6% at the start to 77.9% by the end of training.

American Invitational Mathematics Examination (AIME) 2024 #, 9f1&oT &hr

BT H R1-Zero T FEHAT 15.6% A GG 37l cIh 77.9% BT TS|

With more tuning, it reached 86.7%, surpassing the average performance of
human students.

31T AT & T, T 86.7% I Tgd 1M, ST FHIeTd ST & Had vedher & 95k
a1l

At a certain stage, R1-Zero began using the word “wait” more often in reasoning,
like a human might do when spotting a mistake.

Teh AR TOT W, R1-Zero & 39+ cleh H “wait” 2se; o 37TEIeh SUZNT el Y&
foram, S IS AT el W= I AT

This indicated the model was not blindly following a path but actively rethinking
steps when something seemed off.

SO Il TelT foh HSel EMEIEr TRECT 76T 39T 16T AT et o Ieid o9l R Fiha
T E FEAT W ATGTR F 6T 2T

Reinforcement learning had coaxed the Al into behaviors resembling reflection and
verification, both key elements of reasoning.

Reinforcement learning = Al & T cgdgRT H IR RIAT A1 WRad 3R Iqm9eT &

AW &, ST b & AET e o |
The ultimate R1 model excelled at maths, coding, benchmarks for general
knowledge, answering questions, and following instructions.

3ITAH R1 ATSH 0N, T, AT AT & SIHTh, TeAT HT 3eR &, 31 Adet &1
qTelel e H 3cpte AT

R1 was more consistent with language choice and aligned with human
preferences for helpfulness and safety.
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R1 319) $IT9T <147 & 3ok Hatel AT HR AT IrAfHehaisit & 78R Frrar 3R

I&T & T S 37egenel AT
Evaluated with AlpacaEval 2.0 and Arena-Hard, R1 improved by 25% and 17%
respectively in following instructions.

AlpacaEval 2.0 31X Arena-Hard & 1% Hedisht H, fACRIT &7 ITelet el H R1
AT 25% 31T 17% GUR T

Pros and Cons of Reasoning

% & BrIS AR THATT

Many large language models like ChatGPT demand large computational resources
during testing.

S I3 HIVT ATST S ChatGPT TN&T0T & SRT 93 HIVTTcHS FHTHAT T FTIT
gl

R1 could adapt how much it “thought” depending on task difficulty, using short
reasoning chains for simple problems and longer, elaborate chains for harder ones.

R1 1 &1 FISATS & IR Ig W) T AT FATISTT & Fehell AT, T FHEATIHT
& oI BIEY T @i AR ST TAEAmit & fau ofdll, [aeqga @ensil r 3ur
AT

This dynamic allocation avoided wasting computational power on questions that
didn’t need it.

= arfareiiel 3TaesT & 3T URAT 9T HIUTATCHS T S61c 8l & ST Toedehl SRl
STeT AT
However, reinforcement learning itself is energy-intensive.

gTeliToh, reinforcement learning T FATIET ¢ |

Findings confirm that reinforcement learning alone (with proper design) can
produce reasoning behaviors previously thought to require human examples.

forseny qfSe X § o Wel BiTseT & WY &ad reinforcement learning § @& sadgR

3ol [T ST HohdT &, Tord Tg ol AT 3ET0T T 3TaTehdT AT ST Y|

This approach could reduce reliance on human-annotated datasets, lowering
human labor and bias, but tasks without clear ground-truthing still need human
input.

Ig Al ATa-fafdse Seme o AR Fa o Tohar &, faa Atera a7 3R garar
& g1 Hehcll &, olfche] TASC HeATYeT o ToaT Il oh forw 33T off ATeTd SoIYC 31T B

A model that learns to reason will need better reward signals for open-ended tasks
like writing, along with stronger safeguards to prevent dangerous or manipulative
content.

ST HISe o WG ¢ 38 AGeT STt Gell-w=e arel afafafaat & fov deear [wean
T IR Gawarr a1 Aafaqafes aemft @ s & foaw @ gea 39 @]

Watching a machine develop reflective behavior raises questions about how far
such systems can go, and if creativity or deeper understanding might emerge from
incentives rather than instructions.

S 15 7R WraderRite saggR [Ahfad #dT §, dF I8 Tarer 34T ¢ foh & feed
fehetetl g ST Fehdl &, 3R AT TaATCHS AT AT MG HHS shlol FIcHTET & 3cTooT &l
Hehell &, et & =g |
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o Time will tell — unless DeepSeek-R1 figures it out first.
HHY AU — ST b [ DeepSeek-R1 38 Tgel o THST ol

‘Weak finances deter
municipal bond issue’

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The weak balance sheets of
municipal bodies are a
challenge in the develop-
ment of municipal bond
market in India, said Secur-
ities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) Chairper-
son Tuhin Kanta Pandey.

“Municipal bonds have
been a cornerstone of city-
level development, ena-
bling urban local bodies to
raise long-term funds for
essential projects such as
water supply, sanitation,
transport, and waste man-
agement... challenge lies in
project readiness and cred-
ibility. Many municipal bo-
dies struggle with weak ba-
lance sheets or delayed
clearances,” he said at an
event here.

“While the municipal
bond market in India is still
at a nascent stage, its po-

tential is immense.”

He called for measures
to develop the capital mar-
ket and make it attractive
for institutional and retail
investors to invest in muni-
cipal and green bonds.

Asset monetisation

He also emphasised on the
need to expand asset mo-
netisation.

“There is a need to ac-
celerate asset monetisation
in various sectors such as
roads, railways, ports, air-
ports, energy, petroleum
and gas and logistics. State
Governments, barring a
few, are yet to crystallise
asset monetisation plans to
provide further boost to in-
frastructure creation.”

He highlighted the deve-
lopment of the Real Estate
Investment Trusts (REITSs)
and Infrastructure Invest-
ment Trusts (InvITs) into a
new asset class.

‘Weak finances deter
municipal bond issue’

FAAR faedr fRufa
TR A9 dieg IR
Fo H oTT STl &

The weak balance sheets of
municipal bodies are a
challenge in the development of
municipal bond market in India,
said Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI)
Chairperson Tuhin Kanta
Pandey.

HASR S ey e TR R
R H IR fAH a8 TeR F
fasrar & gl §, e arar afasfaat
3k R_fasT a1 31w 3391 (SEBI)
Y 3TERT fee HicT IIS A Fel|

e “Municipal bonds have been a
cornerstone of city-level
development, enabling urban
local bodies to raise long-term
funds for essential projects such
as water supply, sanitation,
transport, and waste
management... challenge lies in
project readiness and credibility.
Many municipal bodies struggle
with weak balance sheets or
delayed clearances,” he said at an
event here.

‘TR fA9T9 die s AET-T T AT
T Teh 7ol TH 1@ 8, Forad el
TATAT R 39T IRATSATIIN

eitel! TRATSTAT T IR IR TaRae=aar # §| S 7R e ek seiw ofie ar

Taelfed AT € 55T W@ 8, 3o61e1 g1 Ueh Hrisha H &gl

¢ “While the municipal bond market in India is still at a nascent stage, its potential is

immense.”
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“gTelifoh IR & 719 fA91 aies ST 37eft oft IR =Ror & &, suehT Toraae e
%I”

e He called for measures to develop the capital market and make it attractive for
institutional and retail investors to invest in municipal and green bonds.

3ogiel Yoll ITaIR & faerre 3R FEArTd o Ree fAaRmet & fow 58 7R faere 3ic
AT Flegd F AU ITFHIF TATal o 3UTAT FT INTLIRAT TS|

Asset monetisation
" AT
e He also emphasised on the need to expand asset monetisation.

3egiel WUTR FAFIOT SGTel T ITaLTehal 9T 87 SN fem|

e “There is a need to accelerate asset monetisation in various sectors such as roads,
railways, ports, airports, energy, petroleum and gas and logistics. State
Governments, barring a few, are yet to crystallise asset monetisation plans to provide
further boost to infrastructure creation.”

&t A wafer FHTT T AT A Y HTARTRAT §| S ITATET T BISH AT AIHRT
o 318l e WUTRY FFTOT ST hY TS AGH T & ATTh SEI=AT AT 1 3T
SgraT fear S ah|”

e He highlighted the development of the Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) and
Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InviITs) into a new asset class.

3ogiel RUST TRE g=aTeAe gFe (REITs) 3R sHpREaFR $aTeHE TIE (InviTs) &t
AT @ty get 7 G et IR TehTer STe|
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Switching LPG connections mobile
telephony way, PNGRB seeks views

N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

The Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board
(PNGRB) has invited stake-
holder and consumer com-
ments on an LPG interop-
erability framework that
would allow households to
draw refills from distribu-
tors of other PSU oil com-
panies, similar to mobile
number portability.

The move follows more
than 17 lakh consumer
complaints annually, main-
ly about refill delays.

PNGRB noted while oil
marketing companies ad-
dress grievances, consum-

Delivery men carry LPG
cylinders on rickshaws. PTI

ers cannot migrate to
another distributor.
“While interoperability
has been adopted in tele-
phony with much success,
the same has not hap-
pened in LPG,” the regula-

tor said. Citing reports that
highlighted supply disrup-
tions and prolonged delay
in refill deliveries, the regu-
lator said safeguarding
consumers from service
failures and ensuring unin-
terrupted access to this es-
sential fuel is necessary.
There may be other rea-
sons too — consumer’s
freedom of choice on the
LPG company/dealer being
one, especially when the
cylinder price is same.
PNGRB said it was seeking
steps to facilitate timely ac-
cess to refills — by enabling
consumers to be served
from the nearest available
distributor via improved

coordination and flexible
delivery arrangements
within existing network.

While porting was dis-
cussed in the past, the
move was given up. Switch-
ing distributor or company
involves surrendering the
equipment and some cost
to the consumers.

When it is done during
times of disruption and as
a temporary measure
there will be practical is-
sues, especially on how re-
fills and pressure regulator,
which differ from one com-
pany to another, are depo-
sited with the concerned
company, sources in the in-
dustry said.

Switching LPG connections mobile telephony way, PNGRB
seeks views’

TAYIST FAFUAT ST ANGTST ol IPleAT Y a8, PNGRB & T
AR

The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) has invited stakeholder
and consumer comments on an LPG interoperability framework that would allow
households to draw refills from distributors of other PSU oil companies, similar to
mobile number portability.

Yerferae 3k yrpfas 3w e 15 (PNGRB) & fraumat 3t sustieranit @ wadish
geGiRafad $haad W Roaforar Areh §, e av g@t PSU e wufasl & et @
{freT & TF, S Aasd A AT Hr 7|

e The move follows more than 17 lakh consumer complaints annually, mainly about
refill delays.

Ig e HET T @ Nithel & T o HROT WIWATAT 17 oG & e usiierar Rvraal &

¢ 3T AT B |
e PNGRB noted while oil marketing companies address grievances, consumers
cannot migrate to another distributor.

PNGRB & e fonar T siafer dof [a9ure shufat fRierrarar &1 faror e €,
IGIFAT fohdT 31 fadeh I TATHAIRA 7181 &l bl |

o  “While interoperability has been adopted in telephony with much success, the same
has not happened in LPG,” the regulator said.
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“STeT eIt H SINRIAA Y g Toherdr Al &, TeT Terdiel 7 o7l g31 &8,
o o FgTl
Citing reports that highlighted supply disruptions and prolonged delay in refill

deliveries, the regulator said safeguarding consumers from service failures and
ensuring uninterrupted access to this essential fuel is necessary.

meﬁ@,mm#wmmmﬁwwmw
&, I =T FgT Toh STRFAT3IT I TaT [ABdI3T T T 3R 5T JE TS §4 dH
aﬁwq@’agﬁﬁmmm&w%l

There may be other reasons too — consumer’s freedom of choice on the LPG
company/dealer being one, especially when the cylinder price is same.

S8 JelTaT 3 HRUT Y 81 Hehdd & — S fob IUHTFAT bl Terdtsit FHaaA/Sert Fotet Y

FIAAT, AR o1 AT Y FAdT AT |

PNGRB said it was seeking steps to facilitate timely access to refills — by enabling
consumers to be served from the nearest available distributor via improved
coordination and flexible delivery arrangements within existing network.

PNGRB & T o a {ifther ae W14 W g 1 GoT Fllel oh 3T cTolrel @1 & —
TR ITRFAIT F TIH AP Iqeretl fAats & TaT1 A T, Sga THaT 3R
HISIET Acadh # el faaRoT geer & AreaA 4

While porting was discussed in the past, the move was given up.
3ol €Y Tgel W& IR T g3 o, TE e D13 fergm I 2|

Switching distributor or company involves surrendering the equipment and some cost
to the consumers.

farean a1 et Feeet 3 ST T 3THIT W 3R Fo AR T e AT
grar gl

When it is done during times of disruption and as a temporary measure there will be
practical issues, especially on how refills and pressure regulator, which differ from
one company to another, are deposited with the concerned company, sources in the
industry said.

9 I8 AgesT & gAY 31 3R 33U & ® & 77 S1aT §, aF SAragiRes gHE
giaf, Trae I8 for Hifther 3l MR WA, St aferat & dier 37691 g1 &, Jefeid el
T o G STV, 36197 & ArdT o HeTl
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France erupts in protest over Macron’s
proposed fund cuts in public services

Labour unions call for strikes and demonstrations; protesters at nationwide ‘Block Everything’ campaign voice anger about mounting poverty and

sharpening inequality; police deployed in large numbers; 94 arrests made by midday; strikes affect schools, transport and other important sectors

Associated Press
PARIS

rotesters hit France

with transport

strikes, notably
hobbling the Paris Metro,
demonstrations, traffic
slowdowns and blockades
on Thursday, pitting the
power of the streets
against President Emma-
nuel Macron’s government
and its proposals to cut
funding for public services
that underpin the French
way of life.

The first whiffs of police
tear gas came before day-
break, with scuffles bet-
ween riot officers and prot-
esters in Paris. Nationwide
demonstrations, from
France’s biggest cities to
small towns, were expect-
ed to mobilise hundreds of
thousands of marchers,
voicing anger  about
mounting poverty, shar-
pening inequality and
struggles for low-paid
workers and others to
make ends meet.

“We say ‘no’ to the go-
vernment. We’ve had
enough. There’s no more
money, a high cost of liv-
ing,” striking transport
worker Nadia Belhoum
said at a before-dawn prot-

est targeting a Paris bus de-
pot.
Labour unions that

called strikes are pushing
for the abandonment of
proposed budget cuts, so-
cial welfare freezes and
other belt-tightening that
opponents contend will

Voicing dissent: Demonstrators who are part of the ‘Bloquons Tout (|

a police cordon in Toulouse, southwestern France on Thursday. AFP

further hit the pockets of
low-paid, middle-class
workers and which trig-
gered the collapse of suc-
cessive governments that
sought to push through
savings.

Opponents of Mr. Ma-
cron’s  business-friendly
leadership complain that
taxpayer-funded  public
services — free schools and
public hospitals, subsi-
dised health care, unem-
ployment benefits and oth-
er safety nets that are
cherished in France — are
being eroded. Left-wing
parties and their suppor-
ters want the wealthy and
businesses to pay more,
rather than see spending
cuts to plug holes in Franc-
e’s finances and to rein in
its debts.

“Public service is falling
apart,” said teacher Clau-

dia Nunez. “It’s always the
same people who pay.”

The day of upheaval —
with strikes also impacting
schools, industry and oth-
er sectors of the European
Union’s  second-largest
economy — aimed to turn
up the heat on new Prime
Minister Sébastien Lecor-
nu. Mr. Macron appointed
him last week, tasking Mr.
Lecornu with building par-
liamentary support for
belt-tightening that
brought down his
predecessors.

“Bringing in Lecornu
doesn’t change anything —
he’s just another man in a
suit who will follow Ma-
cron’s line,” said 22-year-
old student Juliette Martin.

“We want our voices
heard. People my age feel
like no one in politics is
speaking for us,” she said.

Block everything)’ movement face

“It’s always our generation
that ends up with the inse-
curity and the debt.”
Unions have decried
budget proposals by Mr.
Macron’s minority govern-
ments, weakened by their
lack of a dependable ma-
jority in Parliament, as
brutal and punitive for
workers, retirees and oth-
ers who are vulnerable.
“The bourgeoisie of this
country have been gorging
themselves, they don’t
even know what to do with
their money anymore. So if
there is indeed a crisis, the
question is who should pay
for it,” said Fabien Ville-
dieu, a leader of the SUD-
Rail train workers union.
“We are asking that the
government’s  austerity
plan that consists of mak-
ing the poorest in this
country always pay -

whether they are em-
ployees, retirees, students
— ends and that we make
the richest in this country
pay.”

Striking rail workers
waving flares made a brief
foray into the Paris head-
quarters of the Economics
Ministry, leaving trails of
smoke in the air before
leaving.

Mr. Macron’s opponents
also continue to denounce
unpopular pension re-
forms that he railroaded
through Parliament and
which raised the minimum
retirement age from 62 to
64, triggering a firestorm
of anger and rounds of
protest earlier in what is
his second and last term as
President, which ends in
2027.

The government said it
was deploying police in ex-
ceptionally large numbers
— about 80,000 in all — to
keep order. Police were or-
dered to break up traffic
blockades and other ef-
forts to prevent people
who weren’t protesting
from going about their bu-
siness. The Paris Police
used tear gas to disperse a
before-dawn blockade of a
bus depot. French broad-
casters also reported spo-
radic clashes in the cites of
Nantes, in the west, and
Lyon in the southeast, with
volleys of police tear gas
and projectiles targeting
officers.

The Interior Ministry re-
ported 94 arrests nation-
wide by midday.

“Every time there’s a
protest, it feels like daily
life is held hostage,” said
office worker Nathalie Lau-
rent, grappling with dis-
ruptions on the Paris Me-
tro during her morning
commute.

The Paris Metro opera-
tor said rush-hour services
suffered fewer disruptions
than anticipated but that
traffic largely stopped out-
side those hours except on
three driverless automated
lines.

French national rail
company SNCF said “a few
disruptions” were expect-
ed on high-speed trains to
France and Europe, but
most will run.

Regional rail lines, as
well as the Paris Metro and
commuter trains, will be
more severely impacted.

In airports, only few dis-
ruptions are anticipated as
the main air traffic con-
trollers union decided to
postponed its call for a
strike pending the appoint-
ment of a new Cabinet.

Last week, a day of anti-
government action across
France saw streets choked
with smoke, barricades in
flames and volleys of tear
gas as protesters de-
nounced budget cuts and
political turmoil.

Although falling short of
its self-declared intention
of total disruption, the
“Block Everything” cam-
paign still managed to pa-
ralyse parts of daily life and
ignite hundreds of hot
spots across the country.

France erupts in protest over Macron’s proposed fund cuts

in public services

W & Ieqfd Macron & Tdsifae Aai3it & gedifad w3
Held & f@are [/ g

Labour unions call for strikes and demonstrations; protesters at nationwide ‘Block

Everything’ campaign voice anger about mounting poverty and sharpening inequality;
police deployed in large numbers; 94 arrests made by midday; strikes affect schools,

transport and other important sectors.
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o7 WY A g3dre 3R weeier Sy Hier &); ereardt ‘Block Everything’ 31fae & AR avat
aralt @ Fgdt T 3R et AT F BT AT ST oW T8 FEAqT A AT ALATE
% 94 FRTFaRar §8; gsdrell & Ther, IRaE AR 377 Agcaqor &1 W T 93|

o Protesters hit France with transport strikes, notably hobbling the Paris Metro,
demonstrations, traffic slowdowns and blockades on Thursday, pitting the power of
the streets against President Emmanuel Macron’s government and its proposals to
cut funding for public services that underpin the French way of life.

AR o B & IRag g5drall & UereT fear, I3y 7 & Paris Metro &1 S1f8d
T, TR, ¢fthep eNAT 31X scliehs fohw, o ad Tsep! &Y dTehd & Tsegfad Emmanuel
Macron I TTHR 3T Ardeifares Aanil & Hg seldy y&dal & f&ed @ar foar aram 5
ther Siaet Qe & gEdiaT 2 €

o The first whiffs of police tear gas came before daybreak, with scuffles between riot
officers and protesters in Paris.

&t qferd & 3 & ggel Hevd 31T, 3R A& # amrg 3Rt 3R fadrersmiat
& & ersy g‘s“l

+ Nationwide demonstrations, from France’s biggest cities to small towns, were
expected to mobilize hundreds of thousands of marchers, voicing anger about

mounting poverty, sharpening inequality and struggles for low-paid workers and
others to make ends meet.

S o HH T3 AT U ol BIC FEET cleh GeredTdT Y&diel 7 Hehst ol AR & st
&1 37 oft, foiegier sy e, Sedt 3 ATAaT 3R el ddeT aTer FAATRAT I Shiae
TY=T hr AT & TRATh I S|

e “We say ‘no’ to the government. We've had enough. There’s no more money, a high

cost of living,” striking transport worker Nadia Belhoum said at a before-dawn
protest targeting a Paris bus depot.

“GH TIHR I T g ¢ | §HeT Il g TelT| 31 3R 3T AT &, SfaeT ATeT T o9
gl 31T §,” §cilerd IRde il Nadia Belhoum &1 R 7@ 39T ok &It
foRrer 7 Tl

e Labour unions that called strikes are pushing for the abandonment of proposed
budget cuts, social welfare freezes and other belt-tightening that opponents contend

will further hit the pockets of low-paid, middle-class workers and which triggered the
collapse of successive governments that sought to push through savings.

fe=oT 1 BIEA & AT gara 31 & &, Moo ORITAT 71 g ¢ [ I8 &3 dde arer
3R FEIA FIT o FATRAT FT ST W IR TG STel91 3R T STIMAR TXHRT T Icel
B3 ST S/TIcT T 37131 gl b ITRIT AT T 2t |

e Opponents of Mr. Macron’s business-friendly leadership complain that taxpayer-
funded public services — free schools and public hospitals, subsidised health care,
unemployment benefits and other safety nets that are cherished in France — are
being eroded.

#Y Macron & SR 3feldrel aicjed o faely Reprad axd § o atarar-aafda
ATdAfoteh HATT — o Fehoo! 3N Aot feleh 3rETcTel, AT el TR @I,
SISHTRY @187 3R 37 GR&TT sleaeh il il & T § — AR I W e |
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Left-wing parties and their supporters want the wealthy and businesses to pay more,
rather than see spending cuts to plug holes in France’s finances and to rein in its
debts.

ST 3R T A1 3R 3e7eh G =rgd & fob 310K 3R egaamy 31f¥e $farcit R,
SOl 58 foh i o Taeiiar et &l 81t 3R o1 ot fAa T el o fov @ # eldr
Crelisiy

“Public service is falling apart,” said teacher Claudia Nunez. “It's always the same
people who pay.”

“HTdsTieieh el ¢ 76T 8,” f1efeh Claudia Nunez = &gT| “GHRIT IET o197 3ITTeT ohlcl
%I”

The day of upheaval — with strikes also impacting schools, industry and other

sectors of the European Union’s second-largest economy — aimed to turn up the
heat on new Prime Minister Sébastien Lecornu.

3RTSTRAT & 38 f&eT — TIE# g3arell & Fhel, AT RN AT da FH gady Fod a3
7TITEAT & 37T &3T 1 o) yanfad fhar — 7T gesTHAT Sébastien Lecornu W

19 JgTeT ST oF8 T 2AT|

Mr. Macron appointed him last week, tasking Mr. Lecornu with building
parliamentary support for belt-tightening that brought down his predecessors.

AT Macron & 3¢ el GedTe [ gerd fhar, 5 Lecornu 1 I8 R HidT foh ag d&e &
3H T AT &6 FAA ST TSt 3ofeh qaatcidl s gel fe

“Bringing in Lecornu doesn’t change anything — he’s just another man in a suit who
will follow Macron’s line,” said 22-year-old student Juliette Martin.

“Lecornu &I oflel & $B 7181 seeldl — dg Tt Teh 3R red § it e # g 31 Macron

T SATST T UTelel haTT,” 22 INTT STaT Juliette Martin = &hgT|

“We want our voices heard. People my age feel like no one in politics is speaking for
us,” she said.

“GH TG © Toh AN 3T Foll STT| A 3H & Sllel &l o1l ¢ fob Tt 7 1S gAR
TorT =7gT SYer T@T &, 381 el

“It's always our generation that ends up with the insecurity and the debt.”

“GHRAT GARY N &Y IRET 3R HOT & AT FATC gt 81"

Unions have decried budget proposals by Mr. Macron’s minority governments,
weakened by their lack of a dependable maijority in Parliament, as brutal and punitive
for workers, retirees and others who are vulnerable.

et o 4 Macron T eqd&geh THRT GaRT U [T 3T o7 gedrat 1 fAeT &, 3t
HHE H IRIGHG TgAd B FH & FHN &, HR 3o FAARAT, Farfargat 3R 3=
FHSAR AR & foIT FHOR 3R ESTcAs TamdT|

“The bourgeoisie of this country have been gorging themselves, they don’t even
know what to do with their money anymore. So if there is indeed a crisis, the question
is who should pay for it,” said Fabien Villedieu, a leader of the SUDRAail train
workers union.

‘G S T FO3IT TG I $R-9R FX TTA T8 ©, 306 319 391 I8 o WY FAT AT § T6
&1 STET 9| 3R AEcld H IS Hehe g, ol TaTel TG & Toh SHRT ATl hieT hiaT,”
Fabien Villedieu, SUDRail ¢ SH<TRAT T & AdT o gl

“We are asking that the government’s austerity plan that consists of making the
poorest in this country always pay — whether they are employees, retirees, students
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— ends and that we make the richest in this country pay.”

“GH AT I @ ¢ 1o TIPR DI HoRdT JralalT, [T 3T 2 & T I S9N T gHRAT
SIS et o ToIT AT fomam STTell § — =1e & eIy g1, AaTfeige &1 a1 o —
AT 1 3R & 58 327 o FeH AR o191 Y 3Tl aled o flw arey i |

Striking rail workers waving flares made a brief foray into the Paris headquarters of
the Economics Ministry, leaving trails of smoke in the air before leaving.

ESATeRd el hHTIRY, Fldd eI €U, IRT o e HaArerd FEITery 7 A1 T & forw
& 3R g1 A foiehelel & Tgol ¢U &I ofhR BIS <l

Mr. Macron’s opponents also continue to denounce unpopular pension reforms that
he railroaded through Parliament and which raised the minimum retirement age from

62 to 64, triggering a firestorm of anger and rounds of protest earlier in what is his
second and last term as President, which ends in 2027.

AT Macron & ARl 31 1Y 31O Serer FURY Y foleT A @ &, oot 3ogia Toe 7
STeal 9T R 3R e st Aarfaigir 31y 62 & 64 Al 51 41, forad ared
oY 3R Faer gereler gu, St 3eveh Irsgufa & g@ AR 31T shrdiehrel & g3, St 2027 &

HATCT g |

The government said it was deploying police in exceptionally large numbers —
about 80,000 in all — to keep order. Police were ordered to break up traffic
blockades and other efforts to prevent people who weren’t protesting from going
about their business.

LA o TGl o 3egiel cTAEAT FATU T & TolT IATIROT §9 & T3 FE&dm # gfod
ATl 3T & — FeT 80,000 o o137 | GISHH i AT T I1AT o ¢¥heh setfehs 3R 31
AT ST ATST ST dTfeh ST o1 TaTET 18T Y 3G & o 3TYaT ISl H I Teh|

The Paris Police used tear gas to disperse a before-dawn blockade of a bus depot.
French broadcasters also reported sporadic clashes in the cities of Nantes in the
west, and Lyon in the southeast, with volleys of police tear gas and projectiles
targeting officers.

URH gferd o 4 f39) & He scilehs i WA A & Tl e 3 a1 3u2ier fora|
SHIETHT SR o1 af¥gs 7 Nantes 3R fa1orqd # Lyon # saxclia S7s4t 1 #ff Ruie
&, foraat gfera & 3 3 3R weiey iRt s fovemer s @ 2

The Interior Ministry reported 94 arrests nationwide by midday.

mﬂwﬁﬁqﬁéﬁm%mmﬁﬁaﬂﬁumaél

“Every time there’s a protest, it feels like daily life is held hostage said office worker
Nathalie Laurent, grappling with disruptions on the Paris Metro during her morning
commute.

“&Y IR ST 15 AT g1aT &, UAT 91T & fob ASToRT T Toieaft stres g1 918 &, hrtery
HAENY Nathalie Laurent & &gT, {92 o6 o A W STl o AR IRE Al H aremsit
b S Ul

The Paris Metro operator said rush-hour services suffered fewer disruptions than
anticipated but that traffic largely stopped outside those hours except on three
driverless automated lines.

AR AT TR o gl foh TU-3TaR JATHT 7 & F T STEU 378, oifcheT 37 Tt
e STtheh SRTHET T 10T, AT fieT 318l 3eIAeS a1 o |

French national rail company SNCF said “a few disruptions” were expected on high-
speed trains to France and Europe, but most will run.
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ST TSERT T Shaeit SNCF = gl o i 3iR T o STer-atfdl Soil & ‘e a3t
1 3FAIG &, oifehet JTOeRTRr ¢t Telafl|

Regional rail lines, as well as the Paris Metro and commuter trains, will be more
severely impacted.

&1 3T 181, AT &1 IRA AT 3R FIA ket aTel goi, AT IR T T THTTAT gieiT|
In airports, only few disruptions are anticipated as the main air traffic controllers
union decided to postpone its call for a strike pending the appointment of a new
Cabinet.

§aTS 35T H shalel HS &1 STE3T T 35HIe ¢ Fifeh T T ¢itheh shglord] Liordel o
oIS hideic I TFAGTF cTeh §clTel T hicT I TN A I AT Torm|

Last week, a day of anti-government action across France saw streets choked with
smoke, barricades in flames and volleys of tear gas as protesters denounced budget
cuts and political turmoil.

faerel FeaTe, I SR H Teh Gt T TR R FRaTS # Fgeh YU A a1 g5, SRebsd
3T & 31 371 A & wraReT gu, safeh faRIErat & goie el AR Tstaifas rerifa
T folar Tl

Although falling short of its self-declared intention of total disruption, the “Block

Everything” campaign still managed to paralyse parts of daily life and ignite
hundreds of hot spots across the country.

ETelifeh 3+ ¥l AN g & cTaelet Y #MT F Ahel 71 €3, “Block
Everything” 31T & fA i UaTaAxt hr foicaft & fRea sl ereharered &t feam 3iR @@
<Rl & Hepst gleedic Y& fhu|
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